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Hostage killings drive

US toward dangerous
rescue missions by
special operations forces

A Navy SEAL participates
in a training exercise.
Courtesy of U.S. Naval Special Warfare
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Russia’s economic crisis could push Putin to lash out
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By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany—After
riding high as the conqueror of
Crimea, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin now looks like he could
be on the ropes, reeling from
the collapse of oil prices, West-
ern sanctions and a free-falling
ruble that have thrust Moscow
into crisis.

The question now vexing secu-
rity analysts is whether Russia’s
economic crisis will force Putin
away from the type of aggressive

moves carried out in Ukraine
this year or push him into a cor-
ner from which he could lash out
in  unexpected
ANALYSIS ways to protect
s his power base.
“My concern
is the unpredictability and poten-
tial for miscalculation, because
you have so many gray areas now
around Russia, which during the
Cold War we really didn’t have,”
said Stephen Szabo, an expert
with the George Marshall Fund of
the United States in Washington.

‘I think there is a real risk he will again try to use
some kind of diversion to divert attention away
from home and use nationalism as he has done
in Ukraine. | think it is a very dangerous time. 7

Stephen Szabo

George Marshall Fund of the United States

“During the Cold War, there was
a Communist Party and collec-
tive leadership. Today, it appears
to be an unpredictable system

that is based off the personality of
one individual.”

The band of former Soviet states
between Russia and NATO’s east-
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Does North Korea's
Sony hacking qualify
as an ‘attack’ on US?
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WAR ON TERRORISM
Islamic State captures
Arab pilot after plane
shot down in Syria
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Patriots, Spurs follow similar paths to success » Back page

Multitasking is all in
a day’s work for actor
Benedict Cumberbatch

ern flank includes Moldova and
Georgia — where Russian troops
currently maintain a presence in
separatist regions — which are
among the potential flashpoints
ripe for miscalculation between
Moscow and the West, experts say.

“I think there is a real risk he
will again try to use some kind
of diversion to divert attention
away from home and use nation-
alism as he has done in Ukraine,”
Szabo said. “I think it is a very
dangerous time.”

SEE PUTIN ON PAGE 3
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“It’s just wrong, when you
remove baby Jesus two
days before Christmas

and put Satan in his place

— that just can’t happen. |

couldn’t allow it to happen.”
— Susan Hemeryck, who was
arrested Tuesday when she tried to
remove a display showing an angel
falling into flames with the message
“Happy Holidays from the Satanic
Temple” from Florida’s Capitol

See story on Page 9

TOP CLICKS

ON STRIPES.COM

The most popular stories
on our website:

1. Judge upholds firing of Phoenix VA
chief, but not due to wait lists

2. Calculate your 2015 Basic
Allowance for Housing rate

3. Army takes over prosecution

of JBLM soldier in fellow soldier's
stabbing

4. What holiday? Work goes on for
some in military communities.

5. German journalist: ‘Guy from New
Jersey' fighting for Islamic State

COMING

SOON

Shifting Gears
First US-built Mercedes is good
on mileage, but not on controls

TODAY

IN STRIPES

Business .
Comics.
Crossword ..

MILITARY

Turnover undercuts VA hiring spree

By ApaM AsHTON
AND HAL BERNTON
The (Tacoma, Wash.) News Tribune

Veterans Affairs Puget Sound
Health Care System is pushing
to hire more doctors, therapists
and other employees to cope with
a growing patient load that has
strained staff and contributed to
frustrating health care delays for
military veterans.

That effort is starting to show
some success.

As of November, the overall
vacancy rate for nurses, a key
hospital position, was 6 percent,
compared with nearly 16 per-
cent in June. Many other open
positions in other fields also are
drawing strong interest.

“We see record higher num-
bers of applicants applying for all
of our jobs,” said Julie Wilkerson,
director of human resources at
VA Puget Sound.

But the VA’s challenges extend
beyond recruiting and hiring;
administrators also must retain
these employees once they’re on
the payroll.

Nationally, the VA loses up to
32 percent of all new hires within
the first five years of employ-
ment, and more than 20 percent
of doctors and nurses drop out
within their first two years on the
job, according to a VA strategic
plan document released earlier
this year.

Last year, 10 primary care
physicians at the American Lake
Division in Lakewood, Wash., de-
parted, worsening a backlog in
care and leading the VA to post-
pone patient appointments.

Low job satisfaction and morale
may be one factor driving turn-
over. VA Puget Sound has scored
poorly on job satisfaction, satis-
faction with the organization and
nurse turnover compared with
other VA networks, according to
quarterly internal reviews.

Though VA officials cite retire-
ments as a major cause of turn-
over, some former medical staff
say the demands of the job can
take a big toll.

“I loved every job I ever had,
but I just burned out at the VA,”
said Bruce Buchanan, a physi-
cian who until 2010 supervised
doctors and nurses at the Ameri-
can Lake Division VA.

Buchanan had worked for the
VA for a decade, and said he rel-
ished working with veteran pa-

‘My thinking was, “l can’t work in this envir-
onment for 20 years, so why stay here?” 7

nurse who left the Puget Sound VA in Washington state after two years

tients. But he grew frustrated in
his dealings with administrators,
whom he said delayed the hiring
of new staff.

Other former employees also
cite battles with bureaucracy that
eventually wore them down.

“There is so much more red
tape that they circle around 10 or
20 times before they solve some-
thing,” said a nurse who left the
Puget Sound VA after two years
on the job. “My thinking was, ‘T
can’t work in this environment
for 20 years, so why stay here?’”

With high turnover and long
lead times on hiring, it can be
tough to replace staff as fast as
they leave. This past year, VA
Puget Sound made 304 hires but
saw 325 workers retire or resign.

Meanwhile, the numbers of
veterans seeking care keeps in-
creasing. VA Puget Sound — with
major hubs in Seattle and Ameri-
can Lake and seven clinics around
Western Washington — ranks as
one of the department’s fastest-
growing health care networks.
During the past year, the staff
provided care for 97,000 patients,
which is 4,000 more than in 2013
and 30,000 more than in 2007.

Administrators forecast more
years of growth as aging Viet-
nam veterans seek more care and
more Iraq and Afghanistan vet-
erans enter the system. By 2018,
the VA Puget Sound expects to
have about 110,000 patients in its
network.

Staffing fuels scandals

The recruiting drive at VA
Puget Sound is part of a broader
effort by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to fill positions and
improve access.

VA Secretary Bob McDonald,
in congressional testimony in
September, estimated that some
28,000 new hires are needed
across the country to catch up
with backlogs in health care. He
also singled out staff shortages as
a factor in the scandals over the
past year as staff in Phoenix ma-
nipulated wait lists to try to mask
the extent of wait times.

“Demand outstripped supply.
This contributed to an environ-
ment that led to violations of our
mission and our values,” McDon-
ald said.

Congress last summer set aside
$5 billion to hire more VA medi-
cal staff and help the department
make more competitive offers.

Local recruiters do have some
strong selling points. The Puget
Sound region is viewed by many
medical personnel as an attrac-
tive region. Though the VA is not
a pay leader in the industry, the
department can offer a solid ben-
efits package and pitch the oppor-
tunity for research and service to
veterans.

But in Western Washington,
medical professionals have plenty
of other options for employment.

Job vacancies decline

VA officials say they have made
substantial progress filling va-
cant positions for medical staff.

For doctors, VA Puget Sound
in November reported 27 vacan-
cies among the staff of about 200
physicians. That vacancy rate of
13.5 percent was substantially
lower than the more than 17 per-
cent rate reported in a 2013 sur-
vey of all U.S. hospitals by AMN
Healthcare.

Recruiting and hiring may get
a boost from legislation approved
by Congress last summer in the
aftermath of the VA scandals.

One measure doubled the value
of debt forgiveness the agency can
offer to doctors. Now, the VA can
pay for $120,000 of a new doctor’s
loans — a powerful incentive for
those needing to pay off medical
school costs.

Morale sags

Over the long haul, the morale
of the VA workforce will be one
key to holding onto employees.

VA Puget Sound employees say
morale started to decline during
a four-year period of wage freez-
es that began in 2009 while the
VA network was growing by thou-
sands of patients each year.

At American Lake, administra-
tors ordered medical providers to
see more patients while lagging
at hiring new staff, according to
Buchanan, the former Ameri-
can Lake physician who’s now
retired.

“No solution was provided. No
additional personnel were al-
lowed,” he said. “There was al-
ways, always a delay in allowing
us to hire someone when some-
one retired or left.”

In June 2009, the problems at
American Lake prompted a peti-
tion among workers pleading for
more employees.

“We have been told time and
time again that upper manage-
ment is hearing our cry for help
and yet the primary care situa-
tion continues to worsen month
by month,” the petition stated.
“We should no longer sit back and
watch our patients get poor access
to healthcare, [and] the employee
morale continue to plummet —in-
cluding employee flight and early
retirement.”

The pressure to do more with
less made employees feel under-
appreciated, said Michael Free-
man, a VA employee for more
than 30 years. He’s now president
of the union that represents nurs-
es and hundreds of other frontline
employees at the American Lake
campus.

Open-door policy

'VA Puget Sound officials do not
concede any major morale prob-
lems and say they’re always will-
ing to hear from employees.

“I have an open-door policy so
if a nurse is having an issue he or
she can see me at anytime,” said
Karen Allen, Puget Sound’s as-
sociate director of nursing, who
has worked for the VA for more
than 40 years. She says she loves
the “camaraderie and family-like
atmosphere.”

Officials also say they’ve been
working to improve the hiring
process. In the past, that might
have taken half a year, or even
longer. One former nurse said it
took nine months to get a job offer,
then another six weeks to have
the correct pay rate calculated.

Wilkerson, the VA Puget Sound
human resources director, said
that the goal now is to have tenta-
tive offers within 60 days.

“We have come very close to
that time frame” she said.
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Russia critical of NATO
moves on Ukraine status

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — NATO members
pushed Ukraine toward drop-
ping its nonaligned status, Rus-
sia claimed Wednesday, and also
criticized the alliance for expand-
ing its military presence near
Russian borders.

Ukraine’s parliament aban-
doned the nonaligned position
Tuesday, possibly paving the way
for abid to join NATO, in defiance
of Russia’s protests.

The move doesn’t guarantee
that Ukraine will apply to join
the alliance, and its prospects
for membership in the near term
appear dim anyway. With a war
against pro-Russia separatists
in the east and its economy in
shambles, Ukraine has much to
overcome to achieve the stabil-
ity that the alliance seeks in its
members.

Valeriy Chalyi, a deputy chief
of staff for the Ukrainian presi-
dent, emphasized Wednesday that
the parliament vote doesn’t mean

that the bid to join the alliance
is on the immediate agenda. He
added that Ukraine should focus
on reforms to meet membership
criteria.

Despite that, Moscow strongly
protested the Ukrainian parlia-
ment’s move. Deputy Defense
Minister Anatoly Antonov said
Wednesday that unidentified
NATO members had pushed
Ukraine to make the move in a
bid to turn it into a “forward line
for confronting Russia.”

“Under the slogan of a ‘Russian
threat, NATO is expanding its
military potential in the Baltics,
Poland, Bulgaria and Romania,”
Antonov said in remarks carried
by Russian news agencies.

He added that NATO has dou-
bled the number of its military
flights near Russia’s borders to
about 3,000 this year. He said
Russia was particularly con-
cerned about pilots from non-
nuclear NATO members, like
Poland, being trained for nuclear
weapons.

NATO, in its turn, has accused
Russia of putting civilian flights
at risk by boosting the number of
its military air patrols and having
its planes fly with their transpon-
ders switched off.

The alliance has halted coop-
eration with Russia over its an-
nexation of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula and its support for a
pro-Russia insurgency in eastern
Ukraine.

Amid the tensions, NATO has
moved to reassure its members
in eastern Europe by stepping up
air patrols over the Baltic Sea and
rotating military units in and out
of countries like Poland and the
Baltic republics.

Antonov also said that Russia
plans to expand military coopera-
tion with China, Egypt and Latin
American countries. In particu-
lar, Moscow is discussing provi-
sions for its navy ships to use ports
in Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezu-
ela for replenishing supplies and
undergoing maintenance.

Ready to
take to
the air

Above: U.S. Army soldiers of
the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat
team (Airborne), 25th Infantry
Division, part of the NATO-

led peacekeeping mission in
Kosovo, prepare their gear
Sunday during a parachute
training exercise at U.S. military
base Camp Bondsteel. Right:
Soldiers rest before a parachute
jump training exercise

PaveL GoLovKiN/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin has used sanctions by the West as

a rallying point in

Putin: Russians give high
approval ratings to president

FROM FRONT PAGE

Putin’s seizure of Crimea from
Ukraine and continuing support
for pro-Russia separatists in east-
ern Ukraine have outraged the
West. But his approval ratings
have soared at home, hovering at
about 80 percent even as the econ-
omy confronts its biggest finan-
cial crisis since 1998 when it was
forced into default.

All of that means the rami-
fications of the unfolding eco-
nomic crisis in Russian remain
uncertain. A major question
now being examined in capitals
around Europe and Washington
is whether to add more sanctions
to further pressure Putin to pull
out of Crimea and cease support
of separatists in Ukraine’s east.
Western leaders are divided.

In Europe, German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel has spoken in
favor of standing firm on current
sanctions, but there are others in
the 28-member European Union,
where major policy decisions re-
quire consensus, leaning toward
softening measures already taken

“EU unity is wobbly and fray-
ing, and this is a test,” said Judy
Dempsey, a regional expert with
the Europe branch of the Carn-
egie Endowment for International
Peace.

Putin, under pressure at home,
could attempt to exploit such di-
visions in a push for some sort of
compromise. However, any deal
that allows Russia to hold Crimea
would send a dangerous signal,
Dempsey said.

“Where do you draw the line if
you turn over Crimea like this?”
she said.

Dempsey believes Merkel, as
the leader of Europe’s main eco-
nomic power, should fight to hold
the line on sanctions to preserve
Europe’s credibility.

“Merkel knows exactly what
is at stake,” Dempsey said. “She
knows Europe is going through
its first real post-Cold War crisis.
If she can’t manage this, then Eu-
rope will not be able to do big for-
eign policy.”

Officials from several EU coun-
tries have urged the grouping to
allow its sanctions to lapse auto-
matically next year.

Meanwhile, President Barack
Obama appears reluctant to im-
pose new sanctions beyond the
recently added penalties against
investment in Crimea, despite
signing recent legislation that em-
powers him to do so.

Some experts say imposing

more sanctions could be counter-
productive. The prime reason for
Russia’s economic troubles is an
economy overly dependent on high
oil prices to balance its budget, not
the West’s economic penalties, ex-
perts say. With oil prices at more
than a five-year low, the Russian
economy would be struggling with
or without sanctions.

“Moscow’s  tenuous  finan-
cial situation likely will make
it more flexible in dealing with
these issues and less willing to
act aggressively in Ukraine,” the
Texas-based security analysis
firm STRATFOR, predicted in an
analysis distributed Monday.

Sanctions help feed Putin’s nar-
rative that Russia is under siege
and that the West is to blame for
its woes, giving the Russian leader
a rallying point in the face of do-
mestic challenges and questions
about economic mismanagement,
experts say.

“I would lay off the sanctions
right now, but I would increase
NATO presence in eastern Eu-
rope and Baltic states to show this
is our territory and not give Putin
any room for miscalculation or
doubt,” Szabo said.

At a time when Russia’s econ-
omy is already in deep trouble,
pushing too hard on sanctions
could bring risks beyond just eco-
nomic fallout,

“It could have security impli-
cations as well,” STRATFOR ob-
served in a Dec. 17 analysis, which
also warned of the potential for
heightened nuclear tensions. “At
the same time, United States and
the European Union understand
that pushing a nuclear-armed
country as large and powerful
as Russia toward full-scale col-
lapse can have serious unintended
consequences, and such an aim
ultimately may not be in their in-
terest, despite the standoff over
Ukraine.”

During his three-hour news
conference last Thursday, Putin
showed no signs that Russia’s eco-
nomic troubles would lead him
away from Crimea or to give in to
Western demands.

“Sometimes I wonder, maybe
the bear should just sit quietly,
munch on berries and honey
rather than chasing after piglets,”
Putin quipped. “Maybe then, they
would leave it alone? But no, they
wouldn’t, because they will always
try to chain it up. And as soon as
they chain it up, they will pull out
its teeth and claws.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com
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Does Sony hack qualify

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

President Barack Obama de-
scribed North Korea’s hacking of
Sony Pictures Entertainment as
“cybervandalism” — rather than
a cyberattack — infuriating many
critics. His wording highlights
just how new the rules are on this
nascent battlefield.

When, how or even if the U.S.
should respond militarily to cyber
intrusions remains unsettled, al-
though the Pentagon has taken a
rhetorically hard line on retali-
ation since the U.S. Cyber Com-
mand was established in 2009 and
declared cyberspace a warfare
domain a year later.

Several years ago, The Wall
Street Journal quoted an unidenti-
fied military official summarizing
the consequence of attacking U.S.
infrastructure via cyber: “If you
shut down our power grid, maybe
we will put a missile down one of
your smokestacks.”

But the Sony hacking case il-
lustrates how tricky it is to gauge
a proportional response to cyber
invasions. Some cyber experts say
intrusions such as North Korea’s
into the Sony network don’t even
qualify as “attacks.”

The fact that North Korea
hacked into the computer network
of a nongovernment entity cer-
tainly complicates a response by
the U.S. government.

“I think that’s the point of the
kinds of cyberattacks theyre
conducting,” said Carl W. Baker,
a Korea expert with the Pacific
Forum CSIS in Honolulu and a
former intelligence analyst for
U.S. Forces Korea.

“They’re basically annoyances.
They’re not really damaging to
long-term national security inter-
ests of the United States.”

He compared the Sony hack to a
March 2013 cyberattack in South
Korea in which the computer sys-
tems of banks and broadcasters
froze for days, followed by an at-
tempted intrusion into the govern-
ment’s websites.

“They can attack systems
that are by nature more vulner-
able than those systems that really

Soldiers with the 3rd Stryker Brigade

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, work on cybersecurity

procedures during a field training exercise at Yakima Training Center, Wash., in October 2013.

matter to the national security of
the United States or South Korea,”
Baker said. “I think that’s what we
need to understand. They certainly
have capability, and they exercise
that capability with an understand-
ing of what risks are involved. I
think they see this as something
that’s in their national security in-
terest, and it’s probably marginal
to U.S. national security interest,
so they’re probably willing to take
that risk knowing that the outcome
is going to be no worse than people
complaining about North Korea’s
cyber capabilities.”

North Korean websites were
down for more than nine hours
Tuesday, and service was inter-
mittent a day later, leading some
to speculate that the U.S. was
making good on Obama’s vow to
respond to the Sony hack. Neither
the U.S. nor South Korea offered
public statements on the outage.

Regardless of who or what
caused that Internet crash, cyber

retaliation against North Korea
isn’t a particularly effective re-
sponse to computer raids direct-
ed by the Kim Jong Un regime,
argues cyber expert Motohiro
Tsuchiya.

“Responding to North Korea
by cyber means is not a big deal
actually, because they are not
dependent on the Internet,” said
Tsuchiya, a professor of the Grad-
uate School of Media and Gover-
nance at Keio University in Tokyo
and currently a visiting scholar at
the East-West Center in Honolulu.

“They are not dependent on
digital technologies. Only a few
people are using the Internet in
North Korea, so it’s not big dam-
age to them to stop the Internet,
actually.”

And by strict application of in-
ternational law, the Sony hack
wasn’t an “attack” because it
didn’t involve physical damage, he
said.

“They were just stealing infor-

mation, disclosing private com-
munications and trying to disrupt
apublic screening,” Tsuchiya said.
Examples that meet the threshold
of an attack would be killing some-
one, breaching a dam or crashing
an airplane.

Some cyber analysts think it’s
unsound to equate a cyberattack
on American interests with a “ki-
netic” attack involving bullets and
bombs.

“A cyberattack, in and of itself,
does not demand an immediate
response to safeguard national
security,” Dr. Martin C. Libicki, a
technology expert with the Rand
Corp., said during testimony be-
fore a House committee last year.

Libicki argued that the U.S.
shouldn’t back itself into a corner
in which it must always respond to
a cyberattack “whether doing so is
wise or not.”

Overemphasizing cyber threats
“tends to compel the United States
to respond vigorously should any

N. Korea outage a case study in online uncertainties

The Associated Press

LONDON — North Korea's mi-
croscopic corner of the Internet
has had a rough couple of days,
suffering seven outages in the last
48 hours, according to one Web
traffic monitor.

The mysterious problems have
some talking of a retaliatory cy-
berattack by the United States,
which holds Pyongyang respon-
sible for last month’s spectacular
hack of Sony Pictures. American
officials have fueled speculation
with vague denials, but security
experts say North Korea’s Inter-
net infrastructure is so skeletal
that even amateurs — or a simple
glitch — could have brought it clat-
tering down.

“A large city block in London
or New York would have more IP
(Internet Protocol) addresses than
North Korea,” said Ofer Gayer, a
security researcher at Incapsula

Inc. He said that if the network
was targeted by a kind of distrib-
uted denial-of-service — or DDoS
— attack, the list of suspects is
endless.

For many, the uncertainty over
the outage — and lingering doubts
over who hacked Sony — illus-
trates how little we can really
know about attacks in the Infor-
mation Age.

Here’s what is known:

For two days, North Korea
struggled to stay online: After
spending a significant chunk of
Monday offline, North Korea’s
Internet had two short outages
Tuesday morning, according to
Jim Cowie, the chief scientist at
Dyn Research, an Internet perfor-
mance company.

Cowie characterized the out-
ages as a “return to instability,”
and said they were the same
type of outages that caused the
original disruption. Hiccups

continued until Wednesday.

It doesn’t take much to
knock North Korea off the
Web: North Korea has a tiny on-
line footprint, thousands of mil-
lions of times smaller than that of
the United States or even archri-
val South Korea. Gayer pegged
the country’s total bandwidth at
2.5 gigabits per second, a minus-
cule amount of traffic which could
easily be overwhelmed by a de-
nial-of-service attack. Only last
week, a London teenager pleaded
guilty to a cyberattack against an
anti-spam group which clocked in
at 300 gigabits per second.

Speculation is rampant: U.S.
officials have refused to be drawn
over the online mischief, feeding
speculation that American retri-
bution may be to blame for North
Korea’s Internet problems.

The attack doesn’t fit the pat-
tern of an American cyberstrike,
said Dan Holden, of Arbor Net-

works, which works to block de-
nial-of-service attacks. He said
online activists may be to blame,
and social media chatter provides
some support for the claim.

One prominent account linked
to Anonymous, the amorphous
collective of self-appointed cyber-
vigilantes, briefly claimed credit
for knocking North Korea offline
before it was itself was yanked
from the Internet by Twitter.
Rival claims — from obscure
groups carrying names like “Liz-
ard Squad” or “Gator League”
— were even harder to assess.

This has happened before:
North Korea’s Internet has gone
dark before. In March 2013 the
nation experienced connectivity
problems for the better part of a
day and a half.

The North Korean government
blamed the United States for the
problems, but their cause has
never been publicly confirmed.

as an ‘attack’ on US?

such cyberattack occur, or even
merely when the possible precur-
sors to a potential cyberattack
have been identified,” he testified.
“Having created a demand among
the public to do something, the
government is then committed to
doing something even when doing
little or nothing is called for.”

Cyber tampering by a relatively
small power such as North Korea
poses little real threat, at least for
now, said Erik Gartzke, an associ-
ate professor of political science at
the University of San Diego and
professor of government at the
University of Essex in England.

“If an enemy turns out the lights
in California but cannot follow
through with some other action,
then eventually, the lights come
back on and the United States is
really annoyed,” Gartzke said dur-
ing an interview before the recent
Sony hack. “Breaching an enemy
barrier — as occurred on Omaha
Beach during the Normandy inva-
sion — is only decisive because
there are U.S. forces ready to ex-
ploit this breach.”

Few, if any, adversaries to the
U.S. have such a capability at the
dawn of the 21st century.

“There may come a time when
an enemy of the United States can
use a cyberattack to create condi-
tions that allow other more kinetic
forms of force to be carried out in
a way that threatens U.S. interests
or power,” Gartzke said. “I think
thisis a very long way off. Because
invading the U.S. or destroying
America’s capabilities to retaliate
are pretty far-fetched right now,
cyber has limited salience as a
threat.”

Cyberattacks against the U.S.
are “pin pricks,” because oppo-
nents know that the U.S. has the
military means of carrying out
retribution, Gartzke said.

Conversely, America’s credible
threat of force would allow it to
more effectively employ cyber as
an offensive weapon to weaken a
foe, such as by disabling radars,
before commencing a traditional
military operation, he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWolson
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2015 brings slight
change to BAH

By Tom PHILPOTT

Basic Allowance for Housing
paid to a million servicemem-
bers living off base in the United
States will rise by an average half
percentage point in January as
two slimming changes to rate cal-
culations take hold.

The 2015 BAH rates no longer
will include added dollars for
renters insurance, a move that
dampens rates an average of 1
percent.

Also, the fiscal 2015 Defense
Authorization Act that President
Barack Obama signed Dec. 19
slows BAH growth so new rates
cover 99 percent rather than 100
percent of average rental costs
for stateside servicemembers.

Both steps are intended to free
up about a billion housing allow-
ance dollars over the next five
years so the services can divert
them to other readiness needs
as defense budgets continue to
be squeezed by the 2011 Budget
Control Act with its automatic
“sequestration” enforcement
tool.

BAH rates in January will
climb an average of $17 per re-
cipient. But individual rate ad-
justments will vary by pay grade,
dependency status and assign-
ment area.

For example, rates will climb
an average of 8 percent in San
Diego and 7 percent near Travis
Air Force Bas, Calif. But BAH
will fall an average of 11 percent
near Fort Huachuca, Ariz., and
8 percent in Ogden, Utah, two
areas that will see the sharpest
rates declines.

The good news for current
BAH recipients is individual rate
protection remains in effect. No
servicemembers will see BAH
drop unless they change assign-
ment areas “and as long as they
do not have a reduction in pay
grade or a change in dependency
status,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Nate
Christensen, a spokesman for the
office of assistant secretary of
defense for personnel and force
readiness.

Rate protection is an “inte-
gral part of the BAH program,”
Christensen added, and “ensures
that members who have made
long-term commitments in the
form of a lease or contract are not
penalized if the area’s housing
costs decrease.”

The Pentagon eliminated rent-
ersinsurance coverage from BAH
through “procedural changes,”
Defense officials said. For BAH
recipients, it means a rate drop of
$200 to $300 a year.

The other dampening of rates,
so they cover 99 percent of av-
erage rental costs and utilities,
required a change in law. Senior
defense officials and military
leaders proposed earlier this
year that BAH rates be capped
through 2017 until rates cover 95
percent of rental costs and utili-
ties. Congress decided to limit the
impact to one percent in 2015.

House-Senate conferees on the

MiLITARY
UPpATE

defense bill warned that Con-
gress will reconsider the heftier
compensation curbs sought by
the Joint Chiefs after the Military
Compensation and Retirement
Modernization Commissions de-
livers its recommendations in
February.

Servicemembers can find 2015
BAH rates online at:

www.defensetravel.dod.mil/
site/bahCalc.cfm.

Also taking effect Jan. 1 are
new basic allowance for subsis-
tence (BAS) rates, which will
increase by 2.9 percent. The new
rates are $367.92 per month for
enlisted members and $253.38
per month for officers.

BAS adjustments are linked to
changes in food prices as mea-
sured by the annual change in the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
cost of food at home index.

The Defense Department also
released its 2015 contiguous
United States (CONUS) cost of
living allowance (COLA) rates.
About 12,000 members will see
a decrease in CONUS COLA
payments and 7,000 will see an
increase or no change. Roughly
4,000 members no longer will
draw CONUS COLA payments,
a taxable supplemental allow-
ance to help offset higher prices
in high-cost locations. CONUS
COLA rates vary based on loca-
tion, pay grade, years of service
and dependent status.

New CONUS COLA
rates can be calculated at:
www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/
conusCalc.cfm.

The BAH budget for 2015 is
about $20 billion.

The president’s 2016 budget re-
quest in February is expected to
call for more dampening of BAH
payments. Congress would have
to approve them. When BAH
rates first were set more a decade
ago, initial rates covered only
80 percent of members’ actual
rental costs. During recent wars,
Congress adopted a phased pro-
gram to close that BAH gap with
rental costs gradually, and finally
achieved that goal in 2005.

1In 2015 that trend begins to re-
verse course.

Servicemembers living off base
overseas get an Overseas Hous-
ing Allowance instead of BAH.
OHA is not adjusted with BAH.
OHA is based on what members
actually pay in rent and so gets
adjusted periodically based on
shifts in the dollar’s value against
local foreign currency.

Send comments to Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email
milupdate@aol.com or Twitter: Tom
Philpott @Military_Update

Major subcontractor to end ties
with troubled car-shipping firm

By MIKE FITZGERALD
Belleville (Ill.) News-Democrat

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE,
IIl. — In a move that could mean
more delays for servicemembers
who rely on troubled car-shipper
International Auto Logistics, one
of the firm’s top subcontractors
has announced it is terminating
its relationship with IAL by early
next year because of IAL’s perfor-
mance and payment problems.

Liberty Global Logistics LLC,
of Lake Success, N.Y., which co-
ordinates ocean cargo ships, is
exercising its termination rights
with TAL “due to the prime con-
tractor’s failure to cure contract
defaults,” according to Robert G.
Wellner, Liberty’s executive vice-
president. “Liberty will complete
its obligation to deliver GPC units
booked with Liberty in the next
few weeks.”

As of Tuesday, Liberty still
had 343 vehicles to deliver for
IAL, according to the Wellner’s
statement.

‘Amanda Nunez, an IAL spokes-
woman, did not return two calls
seeking comment.

Last week, in a courtroom in
Brunswick, Ga., Liberty agreed
to return the keys to 66 vehicles it
had confiscated at a port in Hous-
ton, because IAL owed it at least
$3.6 million in late payments for
ocean shipping. A consent order
signed by Liberty and IAL, under
which IAL agreed to pay off the
$3.6 million debt, led Liberty give
back the car keys and to continue
working with IAL until at least the
end of the year.

In a written statement Tuesday,
Transcom spokesman Maj. Mat-
thew Gregory, said the command
had been aware that Liberty had
intended to terminate its contract
with TAL. “We will not comment
any further on a matter that is
between a contractor and subcon-
tractor,” Gregory wrote. “IAL can
subcontract with other companies
as they deem appropriate, howev-
er U.S. Transportation Command
will continue to hold IAL ac-
countable for delivery of privately
owned vehicles as required by the
GPCIII contract.”

Servicemembers are entitled
to on-time delivery of their ve-
hicles, in the condition they were
entrusted to IAL’s care, Gregory
wrote, “and IAL is responsible for
compensating  servicemembers
for inconvenience or damages. We
continue to closely monitor IAL’s
contract performance.”

Meanwhile, the Department of
Defense Inspector General’s office
is sending an audit team to Scott
by the end of this month to look at
performance complaints concern-
ing IAL, the target of many ser-
vicemembers’ complaints over its
shipment of their privately owned
vehicles overseas and back since
the firm took over the contract
May 1.

The Defense Department audit
team will be looking at the U.S.
Transcom’s  Global Privately
Owned Vehicle Contract ITI, under
whose auspices the command last
year awarded a nearly $1 billion
vehicle-shipping contract to IAL.
In addition, the auditors will look
at multiple vehicle processing
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centers, according to a project an-
nouncement letter issued by Mi-
chael J. Roark, the department’s
assistant inspector general.
“Our objective is to determine
whether U.S. Transportation
Command contracting personnel
incorporated adequate controls
to properly monitor contractor
performance and to address per-
formance concerns on the Global
Privately Owned Vehicle Contract
III,” Roark wrote in a Dec. 19
memorandum sent to Gen. Paul
Selva, Transcom’s commander
and several top civilian Pentagon
and Air Force civilian leaders.
The audit began when U.S. Sen.
Dick Durbin, D-111., and U.S. Sen.
Thad Cochran, R-Miss., contacted
the Defense Contract Manage-
ment Agency in October to request
an audit of the shipping program.
The senators’ request for the
audit came after a swelling tide of
complaints over the summer from
IAL customers in Illinois and the
rest of the nation. The customers
had complained about vehicles
shipped home after military tours
overseas that were either missing,
arriving months later than prom-
ised or mysteriously damaged.
Nunez said in a statement that
the company “has worked tireless-
ly to clear any backlog,” while also
ensuring that new vehicles coming
into the system are delivered on
time. The defense contract agency
contacted the Pentagon Inspector
General, whose probe of the con-
tract and IAL’s performance and
is expected to take about seven
months, according to a spokes-
woman for Durbin’s office.
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Riskier rescue tries 0K'd after beheadings

By Davip S. CLoup
AND ZAID ALI
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Under cover
of darkness, three dozen U.S.
commandos crept up on a walled
compound in southern Yemen.
Intelligence indicated that Luke
Somers, an American hostage,
‘was imprisoned inside.

Conditions were far from
ideal. Getting to Somers on foot
required breaching two walls.
There was poor surveillance of
the rugged site. But Somers’ cap-
tors had threatened to kill him
within days. So Navy SEALs went
in.

The attempted Dec. 6 rescue
quickly went awry when a bark-
ing dog apparently alerted guards
and a 10-minute firefight erupted.
U.S. officials said an al-Qaida in
the Arabian Peninsula militant
raced ahead of the raiders and
shot Somers, 33, and another hos-
tage, South African schoolteacher
Pierre Korkie. Both later died.

The disappointing outcome, one
of three unsuccessful rescue mis-
sions this year, highlights a new
willingness by the Obama admin-
istration to try to save Americans
held by terrorist groups despite
risks that once would have been
considered too great, senior U.S.
officials said.

The willingness to accept the
risks was given greater impetus
this past fall by grisly videos of
the beheadings of Americans and
others held captive by Islamic
State militants in Syria, officials
said.

It also rests on the growing re-
alization in the White House that,
unlike in times past, rescuers
can’t wait until they are certain
where hostages are and until the
Pentagon, FBI and intelligence
agencies have high confidence
about their ability to rescue
them.

“We’ve needed to go out with

Courtesy of U.S. Naval Special Warfare

Navy SEAL Qualification Training students ride an inflatable boat in
San Diego Bay during the 12-day maritime operations segment of

their training program.

imperfect intelligence and imper-
fect conditions to have any chance
of saving American lives,” said a
senior military official who spoke
on condition of anonymity in dis-
cussing classified operations.
“And that means there’s that
much more risk of failing.”

Prompted in part by com-
plaints from hostage families,
the White House last month said
it had begun a review of how the
government handles such cases.
But officials said the review is
unlikely to lead to a recommenda-
tion to lift the U.S. prohibition on
paying ransoms, as many other
countries do to get their citizens
home.

Nor, Pentagon officials said, is
the review likely to lead to the
constraint of rescue efforts. Is-
lamic State militants are believed
to hold at least one other Ameri-
can hostage, an aid worker ab-
ducted in Syria last year.

U.S. officials have disclosed few
details about the woman in hopes

that minimizing attention will aid
her rescue.

The willingness of the White
House to approve rescue mis-
sions on less definitive intelli-
gence began last summer when
U.S. special operations troops
swarmed into a compound in
northern Syria where journalists
James Foley and Steven Sotloff
were believed to be imprisoned.

Recently freed Western hos-
tages, who had been held with
the Americans before being ran-
somed and released, had given
the FBI details on the layout of
the buildings and other informa-
tion. U.S. intelligence pinpointed
alikely compound near Raqqga, an
Islamic State stronghold, accord-
ing to a senior U.S. official who
spoke anonymously in discussing
sensitive details of the raid.

Army Delta Force comman-
dos took a week to rehearse the
operation and move from Fort
Bragg, N.C,, to the Middle East
for an assault on the compound.

They landed in helicopters on the
night of July 3 and engaged in a
firefight with militants.

But Foley and Sotloff weren’t
there.

“It took a lot longer because
[the commandos] weren’t on loca-
tion and because of the need to re-
hearse before going into a tough
location,” said another Pentagon
official, who, like others, agreed
to speak in return for anonymity
because of the sensitive nature of
the raids.

The subsequent beheadings of
Foley and Sotloff, shown in grue-
some videos posted by their cap-
tors in August and September,
quickly changed the calculus for
President Barack Obama and his
advisers as they considered the
dangers of rescue operations.

“They’re willing to accept a bit
more risk than we expected,” the
senior military officer said of the
White House. “And the military
is certainly willing to take these
on because we know the impend-
ing fate of these hostages.”

Obama has authorized several
daring rescues.

In 2009, Navy SEAL snipers
saved an American ship cap-
tain held in a lifeboat by Somali
pirates. In 2012, U.S. special
operations troops rescued two
aid workers, an American and a
Dane, held in a remote camp in
Somalia.

Another attempt proved tragic.
In 2011, four Americans were
shot and killed by Somali pirates
who had seized their sailboat and
were being trailed by U.S. Navy
vessels.

Rescuers in those cases knew
where the hostages were held, a
luxury they don’t always have in
Syria.

Intelligence gathering in Syria
has improved in recent months.
U.S. surveillance aircraft that
now fly regularly over the east
and north of the country are able
to intercept communications and

gather intelligence on sites be-
lieved to hold hostages.

But Islamic State fighters also
are taking greater precautions,
moving hostages more frequently
to frustrate rescue attempts.

The failed operation in Yemen
this month followed an earlier at-
tempt to rescue Somers. On Nov.
25, U.S. commandos freed eight
captives, including citizens of
Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Ethio-
pia, who were being held in a
cave. But Somers apparently had
been moved days earlier.

The second try came after
U.S. officials received a tip that
Somers, a photojournalist who
had disappeared from the Yeme-
ni capital, Sanaa, in September
2013, had been taken to Shabwa
province, where al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula has many sup-
porters, U.S. officials said.

His captors had imprisoned
him and Korkie in the house of a
local sheik, Mubarak al-Harad,
who had agreed to hide them,
Tariq al-Daghari, a local tribal
leader, said in an interview. “He
volunteered to hide the hostages
in his house,” in a walled com-
pound with two other buildings,
said al-Daghari.

Even with the tip, it was a
close call on whether to send the
SEALSs. The team was still in the
region and able to move quickly.
But it had no confirmation that
Somers was there.

The team also had little time
to rehearse the operation, which
required breaching walls and
overpowering five militants and
at least a dozen others in the
compound.

But the SEALSs lost the advan-
tage of surprise when they were
spotted about 110 yards from the
outer wall. In the firefight that
followed, U.S. troops called in at-
tack helicopters for help.

By the time they made it inside,
Somers and Korkie had been
shot.

Navy investigating whether bin Laden shooter told too much

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Navy offi-
cial says the service is investigat-
ing an allegation that the former
Navy SEAL who claims he shot
and killed Osama bin Laden may
have revealed classified informa-
tion to those not authorized to re-
ceive it.

Robert O’Neill has given nu-
merous interviews since coming

forward to say he was part of
the operation that culminated in
the death of the al-Qaida leader.
O’Neill told The Associated Press
last month that he has taken
pains not to divulge classified in-
formation or compromise SEAL
tactics.

On Tuesday, a spokesman for
the Navy, Cmdr. Ryan Perry,
said in a statement that the Naval
Criminal Investigative Service

had received an allegation that
O’Neill may have revealed clas-
sified information to people
not authorized to receive such
information.

“In response, NCIS has initiat-
ed an investigation to determine
the merit of the allegations,”
Perry said.

A call to a spokeswoman for
O’Neill was not immediately re-
turned Tuesday night.

The revelations by O’Neill, who
joinedtheNavyin1995andearned
two Silver and five Bronze Stars
during his service, has gener-
ated discord among some current
and former SEALs for breaking
a code of silence regarding their
missions. O’Neill has said that
he believes the public has a right
to know more details of the 2011
mission to bin Laden’s compound
in Abbottabad, Pakistan.

Pentagon officials have said
that it’s not clear whose shots ac-
tually killed bin Laden.

Another SEAL, Matt Bisson-
nette, has suggested that the
point man who led the way to bin
Laden’s bedroom fired the fatal
shots, and that bin Laden was al-
ready down when he and a second
SEAL, presumably O’Neill, shot
him.
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Jordanian
pilot is
captured

By OMAR AKOUR AND BAssEm MROUE
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — The Islamic State
group captured a Jordanian pilot after shoot-
ing down his warplane over Syria, Jordan said
‘Wednesday, in the extremists’ first successful
downing of an aircraft from the international
coalition waging an air campaign against the
extremists.

The show of the extremists’ capabilities un-
derscored the risks for the United States and
the multiple Arab and European countries
‘whose warplanes are participating in bombing
campaign aimed at pushing back the jihadis’
control across much of Syria and Iraq. It also
posed Jordan with a nightmare scenario — its
pilot was the first foreign soldier to fall into
the extremists” hands.

It was not immediately known how the
fighters shot down the warplane. The Islamic
State group is known to have stocks of Rus-
sian-made Igla anti-aircraft missiles. The
shoulder-fired weapon has long been in the
Syrian and Iraqi government arsenals — it
was used during the 1991 Gulf War by Iraqi
forces to down a British Tornado jet, for ex-
ample. More recently, militants in Chechnya
have used them to down Russian helicopters.

Jordanian Information Minister Moham-
mad Momani told The Associated Press that
the plane was shot down by “ground fire” but
did not elaborate.

Activists monitoring the conflict said Is-
lamic State group fighters shot down the war-
plane near the northern Syrian city of Raqqa,
the group’s de facto capital.

The Ragga Media Center published a pho-
tograph said to be of the pilot — in a white

Raqaa MEepia CENTER OF THE IsLamMIC STATE GROUP/AP

Members of the Islamic State group hold a captured pilot, center, wearing a white shirt,
in Raqqa, Syria, on Wednesday. Activists say Islamic State fighters shot down a warplane
believed to be from the U.S.-led coalition over Syria.

shirt, naked from the waist down and sopping
wet — being pulled by gunmen out of what
appeared to be a lake. Another picture shows
him surrounded by more than a dozen fight-
ers, some of them masked. The center said IS
fighters are scouring the area in case there is
a second pilot.

The United States and several Arab allies
have been striking the Islamic State group in
Syria since Sept. 23, and U.S. and other inter-
national warplanes have been waging an air
campaign against the extremists in Iraq for
even longer. The campaign aims to push back
the jihadi organization after it took over much
of Iraq and Syria and declared a “caliphate.”

Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates are participating in the
Syria strikes, with Qatari logistical support.

The pilot’s capture raises a nightmare
scenario for Jordan, which has been sharply
criticized by militant sympathizers for its
participation. IS in the past has beheaded
dozens of Syrian soldiers it captured in opera-

tions around the country. The group has also
beheaded three Americans and two Britons.
Jordan’s military said in a statement that as
its air force was carrying out a military mis-
sion against the Islamic State group Wednes-
day morning, “one of our warplanes crashed,”
it said. “The pilot was taken hostage by the
Daesh terrorist organization,” it added, using
the Arabic acronym for the Islamic State

group.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said it had confirmation from
activists on the ground that the aircraft was
shot down, either by a Russian-made anti-air-
craft missile or by heavy machinegun fire.

The Ragqa Media Center, an agency of ac-
tivists that operates openly in IS-ruled areas
with permission of the group, said the plane
was downed near the village of Hamra Ghan-
nam outside Ragga. It also posted a photo of the
pilot’s military identification card, identifying
him as Mu’ath Safi Yousef al-Kaseasbeh.

28 Kkilled
in Iraq
bombings

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide bomb-
er detonated his payload among a
group of pro-government Sunni
militiamen near the Iragi capital
Baghdad on Wednesday, killing at
least 24 people.

The attacker mingled with
the militiamen as they gathered
at a military base in the town of
Madain, about 14 miles south of
Baghdad, to receive their month-
ly paychecks, two police officers
said. At least 15 of the dead were
Sunni militiamen and the rest
were soldiers, while S5 others
were wounded, they said.

The Sunni militias, known as
Sahwa or Awakening Councils,
were formed at the height of
Irag’s sectarian fighting in 2006
and 2007 and allied with U.S.
troops against al-Qaida in Iraq, a
precursor to the Islamic State ex-
tremist group. They are viewed
as traitors by Sunni extremists
fighting to overthrow the Shiite-
led government.

In another attack, four civilians
were killed and seven wounded
when a bomb tore through an out-
door market in the town of Youssi-
fiyah, 12 miles south of Baghdad,
a police officer said.

Four medical officials con-
firmed the casualty figures. All
officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to release information
to the media.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for Wednesday’s
bombings, but they bore the hall-
marks of the Islamic State.

Fort Bragg troops await deployment

By AMANDA DOLASINSKI

Entertain Yourself! T

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer

The first group of 3rd Brigade
Combat Team paratroopers to
deploy for Iraq from Fort Bragg,
N.C,, is slated to follow a narrow
security mission, but is ready for
whatever is asked of it.

“Our specific mission is to go
perform in a security role and
guard a fixed site with American
interests in Irag,” said Lt. Col.
Jacob Larkowich, commander
of 1st Battalion, S05th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team.

“The paratroopers are prepared
for a broad range of missions,” he
said. “If they’re asked to do some-
thing, they’ll be capable of doing
it. If we just guard a fixed site for
some number of months before
coming home, they’re prepared to
do that as well.”

Earlier this month, officials an-
nounced about 250 paratroopers
from 1st Battalion, S05th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 3rd
Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Air-
borne Division, will deploy to Iraq

in support of Operation Inherent
Resolve. They will leave in late
December and could be deployed
for nine months.

The paratroopers will conduct
security operations, according to
officials. Larkowich said the para-
troopers are not tasked to work
alongside or train Iraqi soldiers,
but “it’s not outside the realm of
possibility.”

Security and guard missions
are part of the unit’s core func-
tions, Larkowich said. The unit
will relieve another infantry unit
that has been conducting the secu-
rity mission, Larkowich said.

The deployment will be the
first Iraq mission for Larkowich.
The unit’s sergeant major, Arthur
Cliff Burgoyne Jr., has been to the
country twice before.

Both leaders said there is a
range of experience across the
unit. It’s possible some of their sol-
diers have been to Iraq before, but
since the unit is weighted toward
younger soldiers, they expect oth-
ers have not. The battalion’s most
recent deployment was to Afghan-
istan in 2012, Larkowich said.

The unit is constantly training
to maintain readiness. In Octo-
ber, the paratroopers participated
in repetitious, live ammunition
training in daytime and nighttime
that would mirror a combat situa-
tion soldiers could encounter on a
deployment.

“This is their chance to put what
they’ve been trained to do into ac-
tual application,” Larkowich said.

Next month, about 1,000 para-
troopers from the 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne
Division also will deploy to Iraq
to support Operation Inherent Re-
solve. Those soldiers are tasked
with training, advising and assist-
ing Iragi security forces to help
build their capability and capacity
to defeat threats. That deployment
is scheduled to last about nine
months.

Lt. Gen. James Terry, com-
mander of Combined Joint Task
Force, Operation Inherent Re-
solve, said U.S. personnel will
serve in noncombat roles to sup-
port the effort. He expects about
1,500 personnel from coalition
forces to also participate.
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Davip Carson, ST. Louis PosT-Dispatch/AP

Police try to control a crowd Wednesday on the lot of a gas station following a shooting by police
Tuesday in Berkeley, Mo., after a man reportedly pointed a gun at an officer.

Police shoot St. Louis man

Cops: Officer fired weapon after suspect pointed gun

By Jim Sunr
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Mo. — A subur-
ban St. Louis police officer shot
and killed a man who pointed
a gun at him, only a few miles
from where the fatal shooting of
ablack man by a white officer led
to weeks of protests earlier this
year, police said Wednesday.

A crowd of about 100 people
were gathered early Wednesday
at the scene in Berkeley, close to
the town of Ferguson, where Mi-
chael Brown, 18, died in August.

A statement from St. Louis
County police spokesman Sgt.
Brian Schellman said a Berkeley

police officer was conducting a
routine business check at a gas
station around 11:15 p.m. Tues-
day when he saw two men and ap-
proached them.

One of the men pulled a hand-
gun and pointed it at the officer,
Schellman said. The officer fired
several shots, striking and fatally
wounding the man.

The second man fled, and the
dead man’s handgun has been re-
covered, according to Schellman.

The St. Louis County Police
Department is handling the in-
vestigation, and no further details
about the incident were immedi-
ately available.

Authorities did not immediate-

ly identify the man who was shot.
But the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
reported that a woman at the
scene, Toni Martin, said he was
her son, Antonio Martin, 18.

Toni Martin told the newspa-
per that her son was with his girl-
friend at the time of the shooting.

The protesters who gathered
early Wednesday milled around
the gas pumps at the station, some
taunting and yelling at police offi-
cers. Some had strands of yellow
police-line tape draped around
their neck, with others using it as
a headband.

Authorities from  multiple
agencies, some in riot gear, stood
among the protesters.

Legal pot adds to
Denver’s homeless

By SADIE GURMAN
The Associated Press

DENVER — Chris Easterling
was sick of relying on drug deal-
ers in Minneapolis when he need-
ed marijuana to help ease the pain
of multiple sclerosis. They were
flaky, often leaving the homeless
man without the drug when he
needed relief the most.

So he moved to Denver, where
legal pot dispensaries are plenti-
ful and accessible.

Easterling is among a growing
number of homeless people who
have recently come to Colorado
seeking its legal marijuana, and
who now remain in the state and
occupy beds in shelters, according
to service providers.

While no state agency records
how many homeless people were
drawn by legal weed, officials at
homeless centers say the influx

BRENNAN LiNsLEY/AP

Homeless man Chris Easterling
smokes legal hash oil to ease
the pain of his multiple sclerosis
in front of the Salvation Army
shelter where he sleeps in
Denver on Nov. 26.

they are seeing is straining their
ability to meet the needs of the in-
creasing population.

“The older ones are coming for
medical (marijuana), the younger
ones are coming just because it’s
legal,” said Brett Van Sickle, di-
rector of Denver’s Salvation Army
Crossroads Shelter, which has
more than doubled its staff to ac-
commodate the increase.

The shelter did an informal sur-
vey of the roughly S00 new out-of-
towners who stayed there between
July and September and found as
many as 30 percent had relocated
for pot, he said.

Shelters in some other parts of
the state said they haven’t noticed
the problem or haven’t surveyed
their residents about it.

Colorado’s homeless population
and its marijuana dispensaries
are both concentrated in Denver,
which could be why centers say
they are experiencing a more no-
ticeable rise.

Other factors could be driving
the rising homeless rates. Colora-
do’s economy is thriving, but the
number of affordable homes and
apartments is shrinking.

Julie Smith, of Denver’s Road
Home, a city program that aims to
end homelessness, said the city’s
rising overall population could
be a reason for an increase in the
number homeless people.

She said the agency has heard
anecdotal reports about home-
less people moving to the state for
the marijuana, but officials don’t
have any numbers to support that
assertion.

The city is eager to see the re-
sults of a study by Metropolitan
State University of Denver’s Crim-
inal Justice and Criminology De-
partment of issues related to legal
marijuana, including any correla-
tion between legal marijuana and
rates of homelessness.

Worker freed in Cuba to get
$3.2M from US government

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A former
subcontractor freed last week
after five years in a Cuban jail
will receive $3.2 million from the
federal government as part of a
settlement with the Maryland-
based company that employed
him at the time of his arrest.

Alan Gross, who was arrested
in 2009, was freed Dec. 17 as the
U.S. announced it would re-es-
tablish diplomatic relations with
Cuba after more than a half-cen-
tury. He had been working there
to set up Internet access without
local censorship for its small Jew-
ish community, but the Cuban
government considered such
work subversive and sentenced
him to 15 years in prison.

The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development said in a state-
ment Tuesday that an agreement
reached in principle last month
with Development Alternatives,
of Bethesda, Md., had been made

this
Al-

final
week.
though
the state-
ment did
not specify
the amount
to be paid
to Gross,
a USAID
spokesman
said it was
$3.2 million.

The USAID said in the state-
ment that the agreement would
resolve claims pending before
the Civilian Board of Contract
Appeals for unanticipated claims
under a cost-reimbursement con-
tract, including claims related to
Gross. The USAID spokesman,
who was not authorized to be
named and requested anonym-
ity to discuss the terms of the
agreement, said DAI had sought
$7 million. Development Alterna-
tives did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

Police: Family slaying suspect OD'd

The Associated Press

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — A man
believed to have killed his ex-wife
and five of her relatives earlier
this month in the Philadelphia
suburbs killed himself with a
combination of drugs after the
slayings, authorities said.

Prosecutors and police said in
a statement Tuesday evening that
the Montgomery County coro-
ner had determined that Bradley
Stone, 35, died of “combined drug
intoxication” involving an anti-
depressant and an anti-psychotic
medication. The death was ruled
asuicide.

Stone’s body was found in the
woods about a half-mile from his
Pennsburg home, about 30 miles
northwest of Philadelphia, on
Dec. 16, the day after authorities
said the Iraq War veteran went
on a gruesome, 90-minute Killing
rampage before daybreak at three
homes in three nearby towns.
They said he spared his two young
daughters but killed his ex-wife,
her mother, her grandmother, her

sister, her brother-in-law and her
14-year-old niece. A 17-year-old
nephew was left with a skull frac-
ture and other injuries but sur-
vived after barricading himself in
the third floor of his home.

Law enforcement officials
said Tuesday that a machete and
an axe that both “appeared to
be coated in blood” were found
near his body, and police also
found two medicine bottles, one
of which contained a crushed-
up powder, as well as an energy
drink container that had pow-
der around the lip. Officials said
death was due to Trazodone, an
antidepressant; Risperidone, an
antipsychotic medication; and
mCPP, which is used in psychi-
atric research but also has been
used as a recreational drug.

A forensic examination deter-
mined that Stone, who had been
locked in a five-year custody fight
that sparked frequent calls to the
police, had a deep stab wound to
the upper thigh as well as three
superficial cuts to the leg and hip
and 10 scratches on his face and

neck.

Officials said Stone was barred
from having firearms following
an October 2013 drunken driving
arrest, but he lied to a military
psychologist as recently as last
month, stating that he didn’t have
any weapons.

Authorities said probation and
parole officials made 17 home
visits, seven of them unsched-
uled, during the past year, and
none indicated that he might pos-
sess weapons or had violated his
probation and parole. Officials
said he bought three handguns
during the past decade and a half,
one of which was used in the kill-
ings and one of which is still un-
accounted for.

People with three DUI con-
victions within five years are
barred from possessing guns, but
although Stone had three such
convictions they were not within
five years, authorities said. His
ex-wife had obtained a temporary
protection from abuse order in
2010 but was denied a permanent
order, they said.
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Mismanagement seen in interrogation program

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate
report on the CIA’s interrogation
program and the spy agency’s of-
ficial response clash on almost
every aspect of the long-secret
operation, including the brutality
and effectiveness of its methods
and the agency’s secret dealings
with the Bush White House, Con-
gress and the media. Both reports
largely agree on one major CIA
failure: the agency’s misman-
agement of the now-shuttered
program.

The 525-page summary from
the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee paints a chaotic landscape of
bureaucratic dysfunction, show-
ing an agency unprepared to take
control of terrorist prisoners, un-
qualified field interrogators who
overstepped their legal authority
and CIA bosses ignorant about
exactly how many detainees were
warehoused in their overseas

prisons.

CIA oversight, the Senate
committee found, “was deeply
flawed throughout the program’s
duration.”

The CIA agrees in its official re-
sponse that “the agency made se-
rious missteps in the management
and operation of the program.”

But it said the breakdowns
came in the program’s early days
and that internal changes cor-
rected much of the disarray be-
fore President George W. Bush
ordered the “black site” prisons
emptied in 2006.

The divide over the depth of
the CIA’s management failures
reflects a long-standing history
of conflict between the agency
and its critics over how mistakes
should be corrected — and wheth-
er reforms should come from
within or be forced from outside.

The committee’s chairwoman,
Democratic Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein, said the panel aimed to

“ensure coercive interrogation
practices are not used by our gov-
ernment again.”

The agency has proposed a
series  of
changes
that would
more tight-
ly monitor
its  covert
action pro-

but CIA
Director
John Bren-
nan has
been less
clear about
whether
the agency
would ever again use interroga-
tion techniques that President
Barack Obama calls torture.

The most glaring human evi-
dence of mismanagement cited by
the committee is its description
of the agency’s wrongful deten-

tion of at least 26 prisoners and
CIA officials’ inability to account
for 44 detainees held in one over-
seas prison facility. The report
cites the prison only as “Deten-
tion Site Cobalt,” but former U.S.
officials who spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss sensitive
material identified it as the agen-
cy’s now-abandoned dungeon in
Afghanistan known as the “Salt
Pit.”

The Senate report cites the
high-profile case of Khalid al-
Masri, a Lebanese man living in
Germany who was grabbed in
2003 by Macedonian authorities
and handed over to U.S. officials
on erroneous suspicions of terror-
ist ties.

Al-Masri was flown to the Salt
Pit, where he was subjected to
abusive interrogation tactics and
held for months until his captors
turned him loose on an Albanian
road in April 2004. He sued the
U.S. government unsuccessfully

in American courts but won com-
pensation from Macedonia in a
2012 judgment by the European
Court of Human Rights.

Both reports blame poor re-
cord-keeping, particularly the
lack of documents justifying each
suspect’s detention.

The CIA agreed that “many of
the appropriate records are either
absent or inadequate, especially
during the 2002-2003 period.” But
the agency said that standards
tightened, adding that the Senate
report “tars CIA’s entire (deten-
tion and interrogation) effort with
the mistakes of the first months.”

The Senate report said mis-
management ran the duration of
the program.

The CIA acknowledged prob-
lems, but said it either made
corrections or suggested the
Senate committee overstated its
evidence.

Probe finds gun runner
took commercial flights

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A brazen
scheme in which guns — even an
AK-47 rifle — were taken onto
passenger jets for years in carry-
on luggage was described by a
Brooklyn prosecutor Tuesday
as a terrorism threat that should
cause the airline industry to end
the practice of letting some work-
ers enter airports without secu-
rity screening.

District Attorney Kenneth
Thompson’s comment came as
he described a case brought
against five people, including an
airline baggage handler who was
charged a day earlier by federal
authorities in Atlanta.

Thompson said he was not try-
ing to scare anyone. But he said
it’s “truly frightening” what in-
vestigators learned after a probe

that started as a way to reduce
gun violence in Brooklyn.

He said Mark Quentin Henry,
45, who was fired by Delta Air
Lines in 2010 after three years
for abusing its buddy pass sys-
tem, took guns aboard at least 17
commercial airliners this year
from Atlanta to both New York
City airports.

The prosecutor said Henry
was given the guns, sometimes
in airport restrooms, by Eugene
Harvey, 31, an Atlanta baggage
handler who worked for Delta be-
fore he was fired as a result of the
investigation.

Three others were arrested on
gun charges in the probe.

Henry was arrested Dec. 10.
Thompson said when Henry was
confronted by investigators, he
said there were guns in a knap-
sack in his apartment.

Storms strike South

The Associated Press
JACKSON, Mi_ss,_ — Emergency

ss Elsa costume during a
ry on Tuesday. Th

Satanic display at
Fla. Capitol damaged

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Flori-
da’s Capitol has displayed a Pabst
Blue Ribbon Festivus pole, athe-
ist banners and even a tribute to
the Flying Spaghetti Monster. But
a display showing an angel fall-
ing into flames with the message
“Happy Holidays from the Satan-
ic Temple” was too much for one
woman.

Susan Hemeryck, 54, tried re-
moving the display Tuesday, and
when the Capitol Police told her

she couldn’t, she began ripping
it apart. She was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief.
The display had been erected as a
satire by an atheist group to coun-
ter a nativity scene, which was
taken down the day the Satanic
Temple installed theirs.

“It’s just wrong, when you re-
move baby Jesus two days before
Christmas and put Satan in his
place — that just can’t happen. I
couldn’t allow it to happen,” said
Hemeryck, who said she was
wearing a shirt that said “Catholic
Warrior” when she arrived at the

Capitol.

“The angel’s dead,” John Por-
gal, regional director of American
Atheists, said when he arrived at
the Capitol.

Hemeryck said she has no
criminal record and hasn’t even
had a speeding ticket in more than
15 years. She had only one regret
about Tuesday’s incident. “I just
yanked that little devil off the fish-
ing line,” she said. “I should have
just done a better job and finished
it off for good.”

From The Associated Press

workers in Mi: i planned to
go out Christmas Eve and survey
the damage caused by storms that
hit the South a day earlier, kill-
ing at least four people, flipping
over cars, knocking out power to
thousands and damaging several
homes and businesses.
Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant
declared an emergency for two
southeastern counties where of-
ficials say four people died in the
storms and 50 people were injured.
Thousands remained without
power Wednesday around Colum-
bia, which is about 80 miles south-
east of Jackson, officials said.
Mississippi Highway Patrol Lt.
Johnny Poulos said authorities
shut down the three highways
that lead into Columbia because
of downed trees, power lines and

other debris.

Most of Georgia was under a
flood watch as thunderstorms
moved across the state Wednes-
day morning. Several counties in
south Georgia were also under a
tornado watch.

In Alabama, authorities said
thunderstorms left trees and
power lines down across the state
and flooded several roads.

Earlier Tuesday, according to
the local media, a tornado touched
down in Amite, La., downing sev-
eral power lines and trees and
tearing the roof off at least one
home. Golf ball-sized hail fell in
Enterprise, Miss., along with some
pea-sized hail in the Bude area.

Meanwhile in Tallahassee, Fla.,
the weather service tweeted that
travel was strongly discouraged
after at least 6 inches of rain hit
the area in a short time.
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The dome of the former Colt firearms factory sits atop the Coltsville complex in Hartford, Conn.

Conn. Colt gun factory
becoming national park

The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — As a
decadelong push to make a nation-
al park out of Samuel Colt’s 19th-
century gun factory won approval,
elected officials hailed the project
as a way to boost one of Hartford’s
poorest neighborhoods and honor
the revolver as a marvel of manu-
facturing. Notably absent from
the celebrating was Colt’s Manu-
facturing Co., as it and other gun
makers say a strict gun control
law has left them feeling unwel-
come in the state.

The factory, distinguished by its
blue, onion-shaped dome, opened
in 1855 and is perhaps the best-
known symbol of an era when
gun companies in the Connecti-
cut River valley helped to pmneer
the concept of inter

significance and issues including
modern-day gun violence.

“It can become a living monu-
ment to what transpired and what
went into the making and planning
of the place and what the ramifica-
tions of that are,” Larson said.

The measure designating Colts-
ville as a national park was signed
into law last week by President
Barack Obama. It is expected to
bring in millions of dollars and,
eventually, 200,000 visitors an-
nually. A proposal describes
possible attractions including a
“Colt manufacturing multimedia
experience.”

The 260-acre site, which was
involved in manufacturing until
1994, includes armories, buildings
for worker housing and an Episco-
pal church Elizabeth Colt com-

parts and drive the Industrial
Revolution.

While politics in northeast-
ern states have not been seen as
friendly to guns for years, the rela-
tionship between gun makers and
leaders who championed gun con-
trol became bitter after Connecti-
cut adopted one of the country’s
toughest gun control laws follow-
ing the 2012 Newtown elementary
school shooting that left six educa-
tors and 20 students dead. A gun
industry association withdrew its
support for the park project, and
Colt executives, who closed the
factory in West Hartford one day
last year so workers could protest
the gun legislation, have declined
to discuss it.

The project’s leading advocate
in Congress, U.S. Rep. John Lar-
son, said in an interview that the
park could provide a forum for
discussions of Colt’s historical

in her honor
following his death. The Church
of the Good Shepherd features re-
volver parts carved into sandstone
above one of the entrances and, at
the rear, stained glass with a ren-
dering of Samuel Colt in flowing
robes.

Colt and the company’s presi-
dent, Dennis Veilleux, declined
several requests to comment on
whether it might become involved
in the park’s development. Veil-
leux warned last year that the gun
law was likely to erode Connecti-
cut ties the company had built up
over its 175 years because custom-
ers would not want to support the
state.

The National Shooting Sports
Foundation, aNewtown-based gun
industry association, withdrew
support for the Coltsville legis-
lation last year, saying the cam-
paign reflected hypocrisy by the
state’s congressional delegation

A stained glass window depicting
Samuel Colt is shown inside the
Church of the Good Shepherd,
‘which was built by Colt’s widow,
in Hartford.

and governor. The group’s senior
vice president, Lawrence Keane,
said last week he did not expect it
would be involved at all with the
project.

“We think it’s more important
to focus on good-paying manufac-
turing jobs rather than creating
part-time jobs for ticket-takers at
apark,” Keane said.

While the gun industry has
been at odds with Connecticut of-
ficials, advocates of tighter gun
control say they recognize Colt’s
historical significance and take no
issue with devoting resources to
the park project. Whether or not
Colt takes a role in the project’s
development, Larson, who first
began pursuing the idea 14 years
ago, said he is sure it is a point of
pride for the company.

Private investigator also
sells gun-pouch purses

The News Tribune (Tacoma, Wash.)

TACOMA, Wash. — Hours into
a surveillance, two private inves-
tigators sat in the front seat of a
car when the man working along-
side Paula Summers asked if the
paper Starbucks sack between
them held cookies.

“No,” Summers said.
my gun.”

Afterward, Summers realized
there had to be a better way to
carry her Walther PPK.

“I didn’t know there were con-
cealed weapons handbags,” the
Lakewood PIsaid. “I'd worked al-
most entirely with men on the job,
and they certainly didn’t know
about them.”

As it turns out, there are dozens
of women’s purses on the market
that have pouches for carrying a
gun. Summers flew to a Dallas
trade show, where she introduced
herself to the few companies
making those purses.

Several weeks ago, Summers
fired up a new website, gun-pack-
ers.com (“For women who pack
heat”), and began selling con-
cealed-weapon handbags online.
She also has a small retail booth
in Tacoma.

She has a lot of potential
customers in her home state.
Washington’s rate of people with
concealed-carry permits is high-
er than that in at least 30 other
states, The Seattle Times report-
ed this year, and the growth rate
for women obtaining permits is
double that of men.

Some 451,000 Washington resi-
dents are allowed to carry a hid-
den handgun almost anywhere
they go, and more than 100,000
of them are women, the Times
reported.

In nearly five years as a private
investigator, Summers has often
carried but never pulled a gun.

“The day before my concealed
weapons permit test, I went to
a gun range. I'd never fired my
gun, didn’t even know how to load
it,” she said. “I asked for help, and
this guy with hair down to his belt
line, who I thought looked a bit
like a meth dealer, took the time
to work with me.

“I probably spent five hours
there learning the gun and how to

“That’s

#1 didn’t know there
were concealed
weapons handbags.
I'd worked almost
entirely with men

on the job, and they
certainly didn’t know
about them.”

Paula Summers
gun handbag seller

shoot. I passed the test.”

Should all women carry a
gun? No, Summers said. But
she wouldn’t mind selling every
woman a gun handbag.

“If you haven’t taken a class,
put something else in the pouch
— maybe ninja throwing stars,”
said Summers, 62.

“If you're not prepared to deal
with the consequences of using a
gun, don’t carry one,” she said.
“If you go out alone late at night,
you should be packing.

“If youre going to carry, take
a class, get your permit — and
practice. Practice loading and
unloading, practice handling the
gun, and practice firing it,” Sum-
mers said.

Her handbags go for anywhere
from $45 to $999. Some have lock-
ing pouches. Most can conceal
anything up to the size of a 45.

Selling them is a sideline for
Summers, a Washington native
who came late to the PI business.

Her business is called Max-
well-Jade Inc.

Summers uses the upstairs
of her home as an office, the
basement as a supply room for
handbags.

Recently, she added a blog to
her handbag website.

A recent topic: How to find
insurance that covers your ex-
penses if you ever shoot a home
intruder.

After all, if you're going to
carry a gun in your purse, know-
ing who will pay to replace that
blown-out window is probably
good information to have.

PeTer Haiey, Tve News TriBune (Tacoma, WasH.)/AP

of Lak d, Wash., shows

Private i Paula
one of the handbags that allow for the concealed carrying of a pistol.
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Music students play mariachi music at the Richard Edwards Elementary School this month in Chicago. Chicago has joined dozens of school districts
across the country that teach mariachi music in schools.

Musical memories

Families enjoy cultural link as group brings mariachi to several US schools

By CarYN RoUsSEAU
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Jose Torres smiles
as he thinks about how his 12-year-
old daughter has embraced learning
the same mariachi music he plays at
home during a new Chicago Public
Schools program that teaches the
Mexican songs, linking the family’s
culture with the classroom.

“She’s asking questions about her
family, her background,” Torres
said, sitting outside Alexa’s music
classroom at Richard Edwards El-
ementary School, a largely Hispan-
ic arts magnet school on Chicago’s
South Side. It’s one of five Chicago
schools with 1,100 students in the
third through seventh grades that
the nonprofit Mariachi Heritage
Foundation debuted in this fall.

Chicago joins dozens of schools
districts nationwide in cities in-
cluding Las Vegas, San Antonio
and Tucson, Ariz., that teach stu-
dents how to sing and play ma-
riachi music. It’s a way to connect
schools and parents from Hispanic
communities, foundation president
Cesar Maldonado said.

A traditional Mexican music, ma-
riachi often is performed by groups
of musicians playing stringed in-
struments and trumpets and wear-
ing brightly colored costumes. The
songs are both ballads and fast
tempo, reflecting different, often
rural regions of Mexico.

“It gives parents the opportunity
to have a topic they can speak on,”
Maldonado said. “Let’s use that as
a platform to bring parents into the
conversation of everyday academic
life.”

That was evident to music teacher
Maria Pulido when the line was out
her classroom door at this year’s
parent-teacher conferences.

used to sing that song when I was
young,’” she said.

It’s something Alexa Torres, 12,
said she appreciates about maria-
chi music now too.

“I find it more interesting be-
cause I understand now what goes
into it,” she said.

But starting a mariachi program
in a school isn’t without challenges.

Marcia Neel, who helps organize
mariachi programs in school dis-
tricts around the country through
her company, Music Education
Consultants, said one issue is
earning the same respect for ma-
riachi music as orchestra or band
programs.

“It should be offered with the
same amount of weight,” she said.
“It just needs to be recognized as
the legitimate art form that it really
is. The key was to take mariachi
from being an out-of-school thing
and put it into the school day.”

Finances also are a concern, said

ldonado, who started this first

Gisselle Bahena practices her violin at the Richard El Yy
School.

“Last year, I never had any par-
ents come talk to me,” she said.

Pulido teaches mariachi stu-
dents basic music skills on violins
along with how to play Mexican
folk songs. The program eventually
will incorporate mariachi singing
instruction.

“That’s something the parents
can say ‘Wow, I know that song. I

year in Chicago using $300,000 in
private and corporate donations.
He bought 450 violins with the
money. In January he hopes to buy
more mariachi instruments, like
trumpets and guitarrons, or bass
guitars, and expand to seven more
schools. Nearly 40 Chicago schools
are on a waiting list.

“Until we get it to every school in
the district that wants it we won’t
stop,” he said.
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Vintage vehicles
transformed into
rusty rides

The Associated Press

SAUGERTIES, N.Y. — Peter Duvaloois’
rat rods are way cooler than your car.

The fast machines, pieced together from
vintage parts and scrapyard finds, also are
rumblier, rustier and turn more heads on
the highway.

That’s pretty much the point of rat rods,
which look like post-apocalyptic hot rods.
While both are generally low-slung and
loud, rat rods wear their rust proudly and
never touch a buff cloth. Duvaloois is among
a horde of gear heads expressing their af-
fection for vintage vehicles by rearrang-
ing them into something both new and old
looking.

“I'm not particularly interested in how
fast the truck will go,” Duvaloois said with

alaugh. “I'm interested in how cool it looks A
getting there.” =) 4 E PHotos BY Mike GRoLL/AP

Duvaloois is building a rat rod based on . . - Above: A limited edition decal is attached

an orange 1935 Ford " "
public. works truck to the tailgate of Duvaloois’ rat rod.

‘l’m not at his garage, called + Left: Duvaloois poses with his car.
the Rat’s Nest, about
!Jartlculariy 90 miles north of
interested  New York City. The
A 63-year-old retiree
in how fast has raced stock cars
the truck  and built hot rods,
will go. 'm but he likes the more
. easygoing vibe of the

interested  rat rod crowd.
in how cool Rat rods have
it look: been around for de-
It looks cades. Some say the
get'ting name stems frpm
there.? hot rodders dismiss-
" ing the “ratty” looks
Peter Duvaloois of other cars. While
rat rod enthusiast there is no formal
definition, many
have low clearances,
open wheels and round headlights flanking
old-school grilles. Volume counts, too.

A rat rod is simply a blue-collar hot rod,
argues Rat Rod Magazine editor Steve
Thaemert.

“We're returning to the roots of hot rod-
ding, basically, where you're trying to bu
something cool with what you had,” Thae-
mert said. “You wanted it to be fast and you
wanted it to be loud and aggressive, and it
didn’t have to be perfect. It was a poor man’s
entry into hot rodding.”

Duvaloois’ current rat rod project should
be ready toroll by the August gathering. The
public works truck from the nearby City of
Kingston is chopped down, shortened and
has a 1950 Olds Rocket engine under the
hood. Duvaloois doesn’t use blueprints; he
uses paper cutouts and temporarily tacks
the vehicle together to make sure it all fits.

This is the fourth rat rod Duvaloois has
created in seven years. His first was built
from a 1946 Chevy pickup a friend was
going to scrap. The friend said there wasn’t
much left, and Duvaloois replied that’s just
‘what he wanted. He combined the hood, cab
and grille from the old Chevy with a 1952
Dodge hemi engine, a Camaro S-speed Duvaloois’ current project is a public works truck from the nearby city of Kingston, N.Y., which is chopped down, shortened al
transmission and other pieces. has a 1950 Olds Rocket engine under the hood. It’s the fourth rat rod he’s created in seven years.

Peter Duvaloois drives one of his rat rods near shop, call the Rat’s Nest, in Saugerties, N.Y.
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the main commercial street M runs through the ski town of Breckenndge, Colo.

Resort towns worry
over pot perception

By KrisTEN WYATT
The Associated Press

BRECKENRIDGE, Colo. — Business is
booming in Colorado’s mountain resorts,
and the addition of recreational marijuana
stores this year has attracted customers cu-
rious about legalized pot. But there’s mount-
ing anxiety that ski towns have embraced
stoner culture a little too much, potentially
damaging the state’s tourism brand.

That worry flared up in two resort towns
this month. In Breckenridge, residents
voted overwhelmingly to force downtown’s
lone dispensary off Main Street to a less
visible location. Just up the road in Gran-
by, town officials used a property annex to
prevent the first dispensary from opening
there.

The fear is that some families — a main-
stay of the ski tourism industry — will stop
vacationing here.

“It’s not a morality issue, or that we
think marijuana is bad,” said Brecken-
ridge Councilman Gary Gallagher, who
supported legal marijuana but also voted
to force the Breckenridge Cannabis Club
out of downtown. “Marijuana, it is not in
this country’s DNA yet. It’s a little bit too
early.”

So far, there’s no indication that legal
pot has damaged tourism, Colorado’s No. 2
industry. The state notched a record $17.3
billion in tourism spending the year after
legalization, with a record 64.6 million vis-
itors, and state tourism officials say 2014 is
poised to top last year’s record.

But it’s an open question whether pot
has anything to do with it. Officials cite the
improving economy and the weather, with
healthy snow totals historically being the

most significant driver for mountain visits.

The state and its marijuana industry are
barred by law from advertising weed out
of state, and the head of the Colorado Tour-
ism Office says the state isn’t tracking the
role of marijuana in tourist behavior.

“It’s all anecdotal,” Al White said. “I
have heard from some angry parents who
said they’ll never come back to Colorado
because of marijuana. And I've also heard
from people who say they came to Colora-
do just to see the marijuana.

“At the end of the day, it may be having
a modest effect, but it’s not huge either
way.”

The recent friction isn’t the first time
officials have moved to lower marijuana’s
profile.

The nation’s largest ski operator, Vail
Resorts, made headlines during the past
year tearing down makeshift shelters built
illicitly in hard-to-reach areas and used by
stoners to “get safe,” mountain slang for
toking up out of the cold and away from ski
patrollers. Resorts across the state are dot-
ted with the so-called smoke shacks, and
some of them are decades old.

“We will continue to communicate that
consumption of marijuana is illegal in pub-
lic and on federal land,” Vail Resorts’ Russ
Pecoraro said in a statement about destroy-
ing the shacks in its four areas — Beaver
Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone and Vail.

St_lll at rates greater than theu‘ urban

ies backed
maruuana legalization in 2012, including
Breckenridge, an early and enthusiastic
support base, and there’s no doubt that
recreational pot has had an effect on ski
towns.

A state-produced July report on the

prod , on Dec. 11 on

ride a lift in

In some quarters, there’s anxlety that ski
towns have embraced marijuana a little
too much.

new marijuana industry concluded that
90 percent of recreational sales in moun-
tain resort communities go to out-of-state
visitors.

The influx of shoppers — and camera
crews that have become frequent sights as
they work on pot-themed news stories and
documentaries — has prompted a lively
debate among residents about how pot is
changing their resorts.

“Whether you're pro-marijuana or
against marijuana, you have to be con-
cerned about how tourists react to seeing
it,” said Bob Gordman, a Breckenridge re-
tiree who voted to move the dispensary.

Others say the marijuana novelty will
die down naturally and that resort towns
shouldn’t worry about dispensaries or the
souvenir shops that put “Rocky Mountain
High” puns on T-shirts.

“In five or 10 years, it’ll be no big issue,”
said Bill Kiser, a Breckenridge retiree
‘who voted to keep the dispensary on Main
Street.

“Why don’t families get turned off when
they go on vacation and see a bar and peo-
ple drinking alcohol? Because they’re used
to it,” Kiser said. “People will eventually
get used to this, too.”

Colorado
set to fund
research on
marijuana

By KrisTEN WyATT
The Associated Press

DENVER — Colorado will spend more
than $8 million researching marijuana’s
medical potential — a new frontier be-
cause government-funded marijuana re-
search traditionally focuses on the drug’s
negative health effects.

The grants awarded by the Colorado
Board of Health will go to studies on
whether marijuana helps treat epilepsy,
brain tumors, Parkinson’s disease and
post-traumatic stress disorder. Some of the
studies still need federal approval.

Though the awards are relatively small,
researchers say they’re a big step forward.
While several other federal studies cur-
rently in the works look at marijuana’s
health effects, all the Colorado studies are
focused on whether marijuana actually
helps.

“This is the first time we’ve had gov-
ernment money to look at the efficacy of
marijuana, not the harms of marijuana,”
said Dr. Suzanne Sisley, a Scottsdale, Ariz.,
psychiatrist who will help run a study on
marijuana for veterans with PTSD. Sisley
plans to do her research in private practice
after previously working for the University
of Arizona.

Federal approval to study marijuana’s
medical potential requires permission of
the Food and Drug Administration, the
Drug Enforcement Administration and
either the National Institutes of Health or
the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices. There’s only one legal source of the
weed — the Marijuana Research Project at
the University of Mississippi.

Twenty-three states and Washington,
D.C., allow marijuana use by people with
various medical conditions. But under fed-
eral law, pot is considered a drug with no
medical use and doctors cannot prescribe

it.

Dr. Larry Wolk, Colorado’s chief medi-
cal officer, said the lack of research on
marijuana’s medical value leaves sick peo-
ple guessing about how pot may help them
and what doses to take.

“There’s nowhere else in medicine where
we give a patient some seeds and say, ‘Go
grow this and process it and then figure
out how much you need,”” Wolk said. “We
need research dollars so we can answer
more questions.”

Three of the eight research projects, in-
cluding the veterans study, will still need
federal clearance and access to the Ole
Miss marijuana. The other five are “ob-
servational studies,” meaning the subjects
will be providing their own weed.

Among the projects proposed:

mTwo separate studies on using mari-
juana to treat post-traumatic stress disor-
der ($3.1 million).

mWhether adolescents and young adults
with irritable bowel syndrome benefit from
marijuana ($1.2 million).

m Using marijuana to relieve pain in chil-
dren with brain tumors ($1 million).

®mHow an oil derived from marijuana
plants affects pediatric epilepsy patients
(8524,000).

® Comparing marijuana and oxycodone
for pain relief ($472,000).

The money is coming from Colorado’s
medical marijuana patient fees, not Colo-
rado’s new taxes on recreational pot.
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portable.

for a sense of direction

By AnGELA HILL
The Oakland (Calif.) Tribune

et’s get this straight.
A labyrinth is not a
maze, and a maze is
not a labyrinth.

A maze has walls, blind alleys and
dead ends — and you can get frustrat-
ed and confused and lost and end up
(spoiler alert) frozen in the snow like
Jack Nicholson in “The Shining.” Or
attacked by cursed hedges and sucked
through a magical portal to encoun-
ter (Dark Lord alert) a reconstituted
Voldemort in Harry Potter. Or, at the
very least, get stuck for hours amid
corny twists and turns in a maize maze
and (reality alert) end up calling 911
from your cellphone to get out.

But, relax, none of those things will
happen in a labyrinth. Mainly because
you're not really in one so much as on
one. There are typically no walls — just
one path laid out flat on the ground, a
route that twists back and forth before
reaching a circular space in the center.
Once there, you pause, ponder and then,

well, you go back the way you came.
One way in, one way out. So you can’t
get lost. No dead ends. No stress.

Labyrinths are an ancient mysti-
cal tradition found in many religions.
Some say they symbolize the journey
of life from birth to spiritual awaken-
ing. Walking a labyrinth is considered
meditative, contemplative, restorative
— you know, the opposite of our com-
petitive, exhaustive and expensive exis-
tence during the holidays.

Many are indeed in religious settings,
such as the two at Grace Cathedral on
San Francisco’s Nob Hill. You can visit
the serpentine paths, both the indoor
and outdoor versions, any day, or opt
for the candlelight walks held monthly.
Some are in parks. Others are at medi-
cal facilities. There’s a labyrinth painted
on the concrete outside the California
Pacific Medical Center’s Pacific cam-
pus, provided so patients and families
can find moments of peace. There’s even
a portable one at Stanford University’s
Memorial Church — they roll it out in
the chapel area for weekly walks.

I'd never walked a labyrinth before,
but my big sister does so regularly and
feels the experience calms her thoughts

and reveals inspiration from the cos-
mos. So I met her a couple of weeks ago
at the lovely outdoor labyrinth at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Palo Alto,
Calif. Red-and-gold pavers form the
pattern in front of the chapel, set amid
gardens and eucalyptus just steps off
the residential street.

T was early for our date and admitted-
ly tense, thanks to traffic battles and a
looming deadline. So I hoped the medi-
tative effect would kick in — and pron-
to! So before my sis got there I walked
the circuitous path, speeding through it
in about 45 seconds. I didn’t see the ap-
peal. Clearly I was doing it wrong.

“It’s not a raceway!” my sis joked
upon arrival.

Instead, she explained, one of the
ways to use a labyrinth is to go in with
a question in your mind, walking slow-
ly, focusing on gentle breathing. Then
pause when you get to the center to wel-
come vision or guidance. Some people
sit down in the center. Some even dance.
Then you turn around and slowly walk
the path on the return trip.

“The journey out is just as impor-
tant,” my sis said, “an opportunity to
reflect on what you've experienced.”

Walking il is i

Anpa Chu, Bav Area News Grour/TNS

An outdoor labyrinth at a hospital in
San Leandro, Calif.

The whole process can take 20 minutes
or more.

So we proceeded. My sister went
first, closing her eyes to ponder a ques-
tion. I tried, but could only come up
with a query on what I should have for
lunch. Then we walked. No, strolled.
No, ambled. Slowly but surely reaching
the center and then standing still for
a minute or two, taking deep breaths,
then heading back out.

And I did feel more relaxed, re-
freshed. And I knew I wanted a slice
of pumpkin-chocolate cake at a place
down the street. Our spiritual journey
continued there. It was amazing.
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There was no

“three-boob girl.” In

September, Alisha

Hessler — alias
Jasmine Tridevil — captivated
the Internet and confounded
plastic surgeons with the
claim that she'd gotten a
third-breast implant in order
to score a reality TV show.
(That is, admittedly, a pretty
solid MTV pitch.) Alas, the
third boob was actually a
prosthesis, and as fake as
Hessler's hokey pseudonym.
In the wake of her viral fame,
Hessler is apparently pursuing
a second career as a pop star;
she recently finished recording
her first song and an
accompanying music video.
No word on whether she
wore the prosthesis in that
performance, but it seems to
be part of her shtick.

lHin

SHEN

By CarrLin DEWEY
The Washington Post

£ 2013 was “the year of the viral hoax,” what then should
we call 2014 — a year slightly older, slightly wiser and
even more full of moronic shenanigans?

This was the year, after all, that saw the rise of the
fake news industry: a cynical (and profitable!) enterprise that
churns out convincing hoax-news for clicks. This was also,
arguably, the year that properly ushered in the worst of the

Reviewing the 15 worst
Internet hoaxes of 2014

NIGANS!

bogus fact/photo Twitter accounts, a la @UberFacts or @His-
toryInPics. And that’s not even getting into the pranks, the
“viral” attention-seeking and the outright bald-faced lies —
made for infamy, LOLSs or some other purpose we will never
know.

So this year, at least, we shan’t make the mistake of declar-
ing the “viral hoax” a 2014 fad. But as 2015 approaches, maybe
we can look back and learn from the past year’s mistakes? In
that spirit, here’s our survey of 2014’s most viral, and outra-
geous, Internet fakes.

4chan didn’t leak Emma

Watson's nudes. Let’s be clear:
4chan was responsible for a lot
of other shenanigans this year.

But when a threatening website went
up in the wake of fall's “Fappening”

promising to leak nude photos of actress
Emma Watson in revenge for a feminist

speech she made at the United Nations,
the Internet's most infamous message

board was not actually to blame.

were publicity stunts by an Internet
“marketing” company called Rantic,
which remains in operation today.
Rantic’s business model is fairly skef
— it sells fake Web traffic, as
Facebook, YouTube and Twitter I
but the company’s reps have sa
the motives behind the Emma,
hoax were pure. “It was a psych
study, mate,” one man told Voc:
a bid for free publicity, which def

A disfigured 3-year-old
was not kicked out of
a Mississippi KFC. In
a shameless grab for
money/attention, a Mississippi
family claimed in early June
that they were asked to leave
a KFC franchise because their
daughter’s facial scarring
“scared” customers. They
were almost definitely making
the incident up. Multiple
investigations by the restaurant
chain found no evidence the
family was even at KFC when
they said they were.
Still, the little girl's injuries
were very real — she was
mauled by pitbulls earlier in the
year — and concerned donors
didn’t hold the hoax against
her. A surgery foundation on
behalf of KFC, along with
several other doctors, have
performed a series of facial
reconstruction surgeries on
Victoria for free. So as far as
stupid hoaxes goes, this one
has a pretty happy ending.

Instead, both the website and the threat ~ worked.

That super-viral “drunk

girl” video was staged.

Bikers did not “surrender” the Brooklyn
Bridge to pedestrians. Remember those
mysterious white flags that appeared on
the Brooklyn Bridge over the summer?
They were placed there, apparently, by a duo
of German artists who have a long history
of vaguely illegal public art. But before the
artists admitted to their work, a parody Twitter
account called @BicycleLobby tricked half of
Twitter, several media outlets and the NYPD
into thinking the flags had i
something to do with
cyclists. Needless to say,

they did not. (The artists describe the flags as a
celebration of “public space.”) And despite the
NYPD’s attempts to subpoena and expose the
people behind the account in connection with
the bridge incident, @BicycleLobby
/ keeps tweeting blithely on. As of
this writing, the account’s on a
#bikemusical bender.

This was a big year for

“social experiment”
videos — or it would have
been, if some of the so-called
experiments weren't actually
faked. “Drunk Girl in Public,” one
of the more popular follow-ups
to the Hollaback! group’s original
catcalling video, was particularly
egregious in that regard. Its
creator, who claimed to have
captured a bunch of creeps
approaching a pretty drunk girl
as she tottered around L.A., had
actually coached the men into
acting that way.
In the backlash that followed
— which included an apology
from the video’s actress, Jennifer
Box — filmmaker Stephen Zhang
quietly changed the video's title to
“Drunk Girl in Public (Awareness
Skit)” and disabled comments on
the clip. His company, Stephen
Zhang Productions, continues to
turn out feel-inducing, socially
aware videos; its most recent was
called “Helping the Homeless
with Thanksgiving Cheer.”

Justin Bieber did not save a Russian man from a
bear. In early August, dozens of media outlets ran
with the incredible tale of a Russian man saved
from mauling when his Justin Bieber ringtone
went off, scaring the bear away. Alas, the Bieber angle
appears to have been fiction. When Poynter’s Craig
Silverman dug into the story, he found that it was added
by the questionable English-language news site Austrian
Times in translation, and didn’t appear in the original
Russian accounts.
Alas, few outlets have corrected the Bieber reference, and
both the Austrian Times and its parent company, Central
European News, continue to serve as feeding ground for
the world’s least discerning tabloids. Its most popular
stories, as of this writing, involve a Romanian woman
stabbed with a screwdriver, an SUV that almost fell into
a sinkhole in China, and a 12-year-old who sustained a
freak chopstick accident. All three stories were picked up
by the likes of England’s Daily Mirror and Daily Mail.
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A “Miracle Machine” can't actually turn water into wine.

Late last winter, two wine industry heavyweights claimed

to have invented a “Miracle Machine” that could ferment

wine quickly in the comfort of your home. As its creators
eventually revealed, however — to the disappointment of the
hundreds of journalists who covered the so-called invention — the
product was actually a publicity stunt for the charity Wine to Water,
which sells wine to fund clean-water projects in Haiti, Ethiopia and
six other countries.
The stunt was, admittedly, annoying (“if you think lying to people is
the right way to go about charity ... go to hell,” wrote one YouTube
commenter) but it also did its job. Only weeks after the Miracle
Machine went viral, Wine to Water's donations were up 20 percent.
The nonprofit celebrated its 10-year anniversary last week; in that

water.

Alex from Target was not a marketing hoax. This one is, needless to say, a bit of a puzzler. The
hoax, in this case, was someone crying hoax ... when the Internet meme in question (Alex Lee,
an attractive teenage Target employee) actually happened all on his own. #AlexfromTarget, you
may recall, became a teen Internet sensation at the beginning of November, when a couple of
girls snapped his photo as he cashed them out at Target. The photo, once tweeted, took off across the
boundless depths of One Direction Twitter, where hundreds of thousands of girls soon christened Alex
their heartthrob du jour.
This was a genuine, organic, people-powered phenomenon — something that doesn’t often happen on
the Internet these days. But one marketing company, apparently determined to get in on the Alex action,
insisted it had actually orchestrated Alex's virality via some secret network of Twitter-famous people. To

time, it's provided more than a quarter of a million people with clean

There is no social network for drunk people. “Livr,” a

Breathalyzer-unlocked iPhone app and “global network

of similarly buzzed people,” captivated tech forums and

reporters early in the year with a slick corporate website
and promo video claiming the start-up would launch soon. Within
a span of days, of course, skeptics had begun to poke holes in the

of Brooklyn creatives copped to the hoax. Brandon Schmittling and
Brandon Bloch had invented the app, they later said, as a sort of
performance piece examining the absurdity of tech culture. (Further
proof of said absurdity: Several early reports on the glory of Livr
have still not been corrected or taken down.)

story — Breathalyzers are really expensive, for starters — and a pair

make a long story short, the Twitter-famous

people denied any involvement, Alex
said he's never heard of the marketing
company, Breakr, and said company
quickly dialed down its claims/faded
into the Internet shadows. Per its
Twitter, Breakr is still in “beta” and
hasn't done much of anything since
then.

Alex, on the other hand, is a bona
fide, verified Twitter celebrity — just
last week, he signed on to tour with
CreaTour, a sort of festival circuit

for teenage Internet stars. As of last
month, he was still working the Target
gig, but maybe that'll change.

Wolves did not wander the halls of athletes’ dorms
at the Olympic Games. While it feels like the Sochi
Games happened eons ago — particularly in light
of all the Russian drama that’s transpired in that
time — the Olympics and their annoying, obvious Jimmy Kimmel
hoax went down just in February. Toward the end of the games,
. Olympic luger Kate Hansen tweeted a video that, she said,
~ showed a wolf wandering through her dorm; in reality, of course,
~ the stunt was filmed for the Jimmy Kimmel show. (Despite the
. _popularity of clips like this one and the infamous “twerking fail,”
~ it would seem that Kimmel's since cooled on this kind of hoax.)
In either case, we prefer to remember Hansen for her other, more
honest moment of Olympic virality: She also became something
of an Internet sensation for jamming to Beyonce during her
arm-up routine.

around YouTube in early August appeared to show

a bird taking revenge on Russia’s president as he
unveiled a monument in Moscow. Alas, Russian versions of the
footage show Putin finishing his speech on the dangers of war with
his suit jacket and his dignity intact.
The edited clip seems to have originated with the YouTube channel
“PressTVNews1,” which specializes in frequent and questionably
factual videos from the conflict in Ukraine. In the months since
the bird-pooping-Putin stunt, the channel has continued uploading
a steady, near-constant stream of more serious videos from the
war. Most recently, it's published several clips that allegedly show
convoys and armed combat in Donetsk.

A bird did not poop on Vladimir Putin. Speaking of
Russia, a strangely satisfying video that whizzed

Earth did
not, and will
not, suffer
six days of

“total darkness.” In one of the
more improbable fake-news
stories to gain widespread
traction this year, the hoax
site Huzlers published an
article that claimed a solar
storm would block out the
sun Dec. 16-22. Needless

to say, as of Dec. 19 no one
was stumbling around with
their iPhone flashlights on.
Still, the fake article proved
so popular — and the rumors
were repeated so many times
on social media and in foreign
outlets — that in late October
NASA took the highly unusual
step of addressing it directly.
“Contrary to what you

may have read or heard,”

a representative for the
agency’s Earth Observatory
wrote in a Facebook post,
“NASA has in no way issued
any statement regarding 3
(or 6) days of darkness in
December due to a solar
storm. All these rumors are
absolutely false.”

The Earth Observatory

has since dedicated itself

to sharing more important
information, like what
Christmas lights look

like from space. Huzlers,
predictably, remains one of
the Internet’s most-wanted

in the realm of terrible fake
news.

Lawless, amoral teens did not riot in cities across the
U.S. The so-called “Louisville Purge” sounds like a
bad movie plot ... because it is. The rumor, which
began with a “joke” tweet from a Louisville teen in
mid-August, was ripped directly from the 2013 horror movie “The
Purge” — in which, for 12 hours, people can commit any crime
without consequences. According to that initial tweet, and a long
series of copycat messages made on
Twitter and Reddit for months after,
teens across the country spent
much of 2014 plotting theft and
murder sprees of their own.
Needless to say, the appointed
date came and went in each
place without consequence.
Louisville Police investigated
the original tweeter at the
center of the “Purge” rumors, but
ultimately did not press charges.
The teen, who was not identified
publicly, said he was sorry for the
hoax. Police elsewhere have been
laissez-faire. “ The Purge’ is a populk
horror movie,” Alabama police explai
on Facebook. “This is an urban legend
and is not a credible threat.”

Macaulay Culkin and Betty White
are both still alive. This year

- enjoyed its fair share of death
hoaxes, but these two had to be

the best. In September, the fake news site Empire News published
a story about “Betty White dying” — as in, dying her hair — and
fooled some 2 million people into mourning the actress. Meanwhile,
some two months later, MSNBC.website, a tricky newcomer to

the fake-news space, claimed that 34-year-old former child star
Macaulay Culkin was found dead.

Both White and Culkin are actually OK, of course. White, who is
nearing her 93rd birthday, still stars in the TV Land sitcom “Hot in
Cleveland” (and drinks gin-and-tonics, apparently). Culkin is on tour
with his band Pizza Underground.
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Driving Pleasure

A YEAR PACKED
WITH PERFORMANCE.

BMW MILITARY SALES.

Just like the BMW X4, this year was full of performance. One of the
reasons for this: the excellent cooperation between you and your
BMW Military Sales Agent. We would like to thank you for your

confidence in us and look forward to continuing this successful
relationship in 2015. But for now, let’s enjoy the holiday season.
Happy holidays to you and your families.
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Benedict Cumberbatch has a

enius for
ultitasking

By Joe WiLLiAMS
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ow smart is Benedict Cumberbatch?
Smart enough to remember which
project he’s promoting.
In a recent phone interview, the busy
British actor acknowledges that it is hard to segue
among publicity for the TV series “Sherlock” (on
BBC since 2010), the animated film “Penguins
of Madagascar” (which opened last month), the
third Hobbit film (for which he reprised the voice
of the dragon Smaug) and the dramatic thriller
“The Imitation Game.”

And heaven forbid a reporter
should quiz him about his ru-
mored roles in the upcoming
“Doctor Strange” and Star
Wars movies.

“It’s been like this for a cou-
ple years,” he says. He also has
to find time to plan a wedding to
actress Sophie Hunter. “After
this interview, I have to do a
chi-chi photo shoot for Vanity
Fair. It’s all so extraordinary.
But I’'m managing to enjoy it
still, which is the main thing.”

Asked if he can name a new
movie in which he is not in-
volved, the multitasking star
answers like the literal-mind-
ed computer whiz he plays in
“The Imitation Game”: “Yes.”

Pressed to elaborate, Cumberbatch mentions
“The Theory of Everything,” in which Eddie Red-
mayne stars as physicist Stephen Hawking. But
that's a trick answer. Cumberbatch portrayed
Hawking in a British TV movie a decade ago.

Cumberbatch hopes that his friend Hawking
will be able enough to attend the Academy Award
ceremony on Feb. 22, where both Redmayne and
Cumberbatch are likely to be nominees. “But I
know Alan Turing won’t be there,” Cumberbatch
says, steering the conversation back to his own
new movie.

stars in “The

premiere with fiancee Sophie Hunter, at top, in New York last month.
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The Weinstein Company

Turing was a world-class mathe-
matician, a war hero and a gay icon.

Yet in his lifetime, few people knew
his name. During World War II, he
was recruited as a code breaker. To
crack the Nazis’ encrypted communi-
cations, he built what is considered to be
the world’s first digital computer.

It’s hardly the first time that Cumber-
batch, 38, has been cast as an eccentric
genius. Besides Sherlock Holmes, he has
played Wikileaks hacker Julian Assange in
“The Fifth Estate,” an intelligence agent in

“Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy,” the extra-
terrestrial Khan in “Star Trek: Into Dark-

ness” and Vincent van Gogh in a TV movie
called “Van Gogh: Painted With Words.”

Yet he speaks with a special fondness
for Turing, who was a socially awkward
and closeted gay man in an era when

homosexuality was a crime. In 1952,
Turing was convicted of indecency and
sentenced to chemical castration.
Two years later he was dead, a
presumed suicide at age 41.

“He basically won us the war,”
says Cumberbatch. “He broke
an unbreakable code, and in the
process he laid the foundation
for binary computing. Because of
him, computers around the world
can talk to each other. We should
never forget that the first comput-
ers were called Turing machines. The Internet
couldn’t exist without this man.

“I'm just a layperson with an amateur interest in
science, but to carry on learning is one of the great
joys of my job. So now I've got this megaphone,
and I want to shout from the rooftops about Alan
Turing, because that’s something he wouldn’t have
done for himself. Had he publicized his early work
on algorithms, he would have been up there with
Newton and Darwin. But he just wasn’t interested
in personal acclaim.

“He was all about the work. And that’s a quality
I admire.”

j

Game,” above. Cumberbatch attended the film’s

Rep says Helena Bonham Carter and Tim Burton have split

The Associated Press

Longtime partners Helena
Bonham Carter and Tim Burton
have separated.

A spokeswoman for Bonham
Carter confirmed Tuesday that
the couple split earlier this year.

Publicist Melody Korenbrot
says the two separated amicably
“and have continued to be friends
and co-parent their children.” She
asked for privacy for the couple
and their son and daughter.

Though Bonham Carter and
Burton never married, they be-

came creative and romantic part-
ners after he directed herin 2001’s
“Planet of the Apes.” Their other
credits together include “Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber of
Fleet Street,” “Alice in Wonder-
land” and “Dark Shadows.”

Burton’s latest film is “Big
Eyes.”

Clint Eastwood and his
wife finalize divorce

Clint Eastwood and his wife
of 18 years have finalized their

divorce.

A Monterey County, Calif., Su-
perior Court judge finalized the
Eastwoods’ divorce Tuesday and
approved a judgment that does
not state how the pair will divide
their assets.

The Oscar-winning director’s
wife filed for divorce in October
2013, citing irreconcilable differ-
ences. The Eastwoods have been
married since March 1996.

They have one daughter togeth-
er. She turned 18 years old this
month.

Star faces trial over
throwing punch

Columbus Short was ordered
to stand trial on a felony battery
charge after a witness testified
that the former “Scandal” actor
delivered a running punch on a
man who wasn’t looking his di-
rection.

Los Angeles Superior Court
Commissioner Mark Zuckman
ruled Tuesday that prosecutors
had shown enough evidence to
support the charge, but expressed

Burton and Bonham Carter

doubts about the credibility of
some of the testimony from the
man Short attacked.

Short struck Fenton Hyche IIT
in the parking lot of a Los Angeles
bar on March 15. Hyche suffered
a concussion and fractured eye
socket after arguing with Short.
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Economic growth helps lift Dow to 18K

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON A surge
in U.S. economic growth lifted
stocks Tuesday to record highs
and showed that the United States
is putting distance between itself
and struggling economies around
the world.

Fueled by hiring gains, cheap-
er gas and rising confidence,
consumers and businesses drove
growth to a sizzling 5 percent an-
nual rate last quarter. Though the
economy is likely cooling a bit, its
solid pace is brightening hopes
for 2015.

The economic strength could
also shape the Federal Reserve’s
timetable for raising interest
rates from record lows.

The government’s third and
final estimate of growth for the
July-September period was the
strongest for any quarter in 11
years. The result cheered inves-
tors. The Dow Jones industrial
average ended the day up about
64 points to 18,024, the first time
it’s surpassed 18,000.

In its report Tuesday, the gov-
ernment sharply upgraded third-
quarter growth from its previous
3.9 percent estimate. Much of the
increase came from consumer
spending on health care and busi-
ness spending on structures and
software.

The economy has been benefit-
ing from sinking energy prices,
which have helped keep overallin-
flation ultra-low. Gas prices have
fallen for 88 straight days, accord-
ing to AAA, the longest consecu-
tive decline on record. Cheaper
gas has acted like a tax cut to free
up money for Americans to spend
on other items, including cars,
clothes and appliances.

Last quarter’s growth was the
fastest since summer 2003, and it
followed a 4.6 percent annual rate
in the April-June quarter. The
government separately reported
Tuesday that in November, con-
sumer spending rose the most in
three months and income by the
most in five months. Both figures
brightened hopes for the 2015
economy.

Sal Guatieri, senior economist
at BMO Capital Markets, said he
now expects healthy consumer
spending to fuel economic growth
of 2.6 percent in the current Oc-
tober-December period. And
Guatieri foresees solid growth of
3.1 percent next year. That would
be the best performance since
the economy grew 3.3 percent in
2005, two years before the Great
Recession began.

Since the recession officially
ended in June 2009, the econo-

my has struggled to regain full
health. Five years of growth have
averaged an anemic 2.2 percent.

Tuesday studied by the Fed.
Last week, the Fed ended a pol-
icy meeting by saying it would
be “patient” in deciding when to
raise rates because the economy
wasn’t yet fully healthy. Many
investors concluded that no rate
hike was likely before mid-2015
at the earliest, and they drove
stocks to record highs.

EUROPE GAS PRICES

Country SuperE10 su»erunleaded
Germany $2.754 $2.9.
Changeinprice  -103cents  -14.4 nts
Netherlands - $3.694
Change in price - -16.7 cents

K. $2.892
Change in price -14.4 cents
Azores -
Change in price -
Belgium $3.084
Change in price No change

Turkey -
Change in price - -
Italy $4.239 -
Changeinprice  No change -

superplus  Diesel
3.1 $3.584 .
A3Beents 138cents Pacific gas
$3.959 $3.891 i
Aricents -escents | PIICES Were
ssos  sasse | Nt available
-94.5cents -13.8cents at press
$3.686 - .
Nochange - time.
$3.347 $3.325
No‘ change N: change |y piasel EFD **
3.822 4,220
Nochange No change Midgrade
- $4.277 For the week of
- No change Dec. 27-Jan.2

|___EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 26)

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)

Hungary (Forint).
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen).

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the United Kingdom, For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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MERRY CHRISTMAS,
FRAZZ! 1 GOT YOU

A GIFT CARD- STORE

Frazz

SORY OF. ALLTHE
BIFT CARDS AT THE

IMPERSONAL .

SEEM SO

50 1 DREW You
ONE MYSELE.

1 COULDN'T
DISAGREE
MORE.

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

HEY, TED, HOW DO

TMMERSIVE GOGGLES
YOU'VE BEEN TESTING
FOR TWO WEEKS?

Dilbert

YOU LIKE OUR NEW 3—D

SOME PEOPLE SAY
THE EXPERIENCE IS
S0 GOOD THAT YOU

FORGET TO EAT.

I KEEP TRYING TO
CHANGE EVERY;HI;!G IN

Pearls Before Swine

[ ARE o MaviNG
DINNER, KNTE?

Non Sequitur

BECAUSE WHEREVER I GO,
THERE T STILL AM.

EXBCTLY! AFTER
| GRADUNTED

FROM THE
FRENCH COLINARY
INSTETUTE, |
PECIDED TO
SPECALIZE IN
PELICIOUS, Kon-
MEKT DBUES

A HEAUTHFUL WAIT...
FOOD RENOLUTION AFTER YOU
15 GRONING AND

WE SHOULD BE
SO IN FRANT

;%5’ 14 LN W 226 H
TR B onedin GiToe wieaiee enetabive WeT e comics M

| REALLY DON'T SEE WHY
YOU NEED TO 5HOW YOUR
SON "THE COSBY SHOW.”

Candorville

HUXTABLE
o

16 IT BECAUSE "CLIFF
" RAIGED Y0U:

Ca
HE WhS THE ONLS
FATHER | EVER KNEW,

SUSAN. HE TAUGHT ME
HOW TO BE A MAN. HOW

T0 BE A FATHER.

YEAH, BUT LEMONT...

YOUR SoN HAG YOU.

HE DOESN'T WEED
BILL COSBY.

IF WE ONLY HAD WHAT
WE NEEDED, WE WOULDN'T
HAVE ELECTRILITY, CLOTHES]

OR_MOUTHWASH.

DON'T. CHANGE. THE $UBJELT.

SERIOYSLY, TAKE
THAT PHONE ofF;
SOMEBCPY  MIGHT

Get Fuzzy

R Epr————s

2

g

L ——

COOKIE GETS VERY
SENTIMENTAL WHEN HE HAS
TO SAY GOODBYE TO HIS
LEFTO\/ER

Beetle Bailey

pice ¢ ing Foane
[B1Z ARRO.COM
Facebook com/ BizarroComicg

Bizarro

Even at low levele of
expoture to the Internet,
B80%of the rate will gtart
a blog, the other 20%
will podeagt.

ACROSS
1 Went on all fours
6 Uncultured
9 Ozone depleter,
for short
12 Boggy backwa-
ter
13 Locale of
Anytown
14 Hasten
15 Relieve
16 Arcade game
18 Employers
20 Hot dog holder
21 Bake sale org.
23 Had lunch
24 Reacts to yeast
25 Kansas city
27 Invited
29“The — Girls”
31 Slow passage
35 “Star Wars” bad-
die
37 Calm before the
storm
38 No liability
410Id hand
43 Chic, to Austin
Powers
44 Antelope’s play-
mate

45 Render sense-

less

47 Eccentric

49 Memorize

52 Suitcase

53 Susan of “L.A.
Law”

12-26

KAFCFH

54 Nome dome
home

55 Away from WSW

56 Possess

57 Lost color

DOWN

1 “Survivor” airer

2 Knock

3 Evaluate visually

4 Horseback game

5 Oklahoma city

6 Money of India

7 Unrepaired

8 Ashen

9 Complete disor-
der

10 Grenoble girl

11 Honeycomb
compartments

17 Wedding-related

19 Rise

21 Glutton

22 Additionally

24 Roulette bet

26 “How, when or
where” word

28 Actress Black

30 Corrode

32 Sweet sphere

33 Worldwide work-
ers’ org.

34 Antiquated

36 Writer Waugh

38 Photoshop maker

39 Auto style

40 Marsh plant

42 Dutch bloom

45 Huffed and
puffed

46 Ginormous

48 Commotion

50 Shad product

51 Affirmative
action?

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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CRYPTOQUIP

GCRPFCFBK

LGQY

DAFQF ZIR'QF XJYFXZ KI VJBH

HIOFBP

QJHFP:

IV VGPK-PLJBBIBS

HJOOZ

DIQXH.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IN LATE DECEMBER,
I BELIEVE NEW ZEALAND’S NATIVE DENIZENS
WISH EACH OTHER “MAORI CHRISTMAS!”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals Y
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OPINION

Americans’ love of snacks goes beyond food

By DANIEL AKST

ymbols matter, which is why it’s im-
portant to acknowledge that our tru-
est national emblem isn’t an eagle
or a dollar sign or even a handgun,
though each will have its proponents.

No, I see a partially unwrapped Twinkie,
draped alluringly in cellophane, surround-
ed by sports drinks. Or a take-out pizza
studded with Fritos, a single slice drawn
forth with strings of cheese still connecting
it to the pie as a metaphor for our shared
devotion to fat.

Our national symbol, in other words, re-
ally ought to be a snack. Once a rare treat
associated with special events such as fairs
or birthday parties, snacking is now some-
thing akin to a national sport. In a recent
article about soaring sales of snack foods,
The Wall Street Journal cited government
data showing that, while only 10 percent of
Americans snacked three or more times a
day in the late 1970s, the figure had risen
to 56 percent in 2010.

Can it really be that low? Snacks seem
to be everywhere and, in fact, Hartman
Group, a market research firm, found in
a 2013 survey that 90 percent of consum-
ers snack multiple times daily. In my ex-
perience, no gathering of small children is
complete unless a parent has been desig-
nated to bring the snacks, as if a bunch of
kids, who were made to run around, would
expire from the slightest exertion without
frequent doses of fat and carbohydrates.

Many snacks are nutritionally dubious,
yet increasingly they are crowding out tra-
ditional breakfasts, lunches and dinners.
About half of Americans replace meals
with snacks at least three to four times
a week, Hartman discovered. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture, meanwhile,
says American kids take in nearly 200
more calories a day from snacks than they

did in the 1970s. No wonder so many are
overweight.

But of course this isn’t just about food, for
snacks, having turned eating into an empty
sacrament, are now the most reliable insig-
nia of our culture. Just the other day, I read
that the owner of the New Republic wanted
it to publish more “snackable” items. His
staff quit en masse over his larger plans for
the venerable publication, but can anyone
doubt he had his finger on the American
pulse? The market value of Twitter, with its
140-character limit, is around $23 billion,
versus perhaps $2 billion for New York
Times Co.

Once you start looking, it’s hard not
to see snacking everywhere. Many of us
who listen to music now prefer songs to al-
bums, a preference abetted by the digital
revolution in music distribution. In some
quarters, at least, hookups are preferable
to enduring relationships or even tempo-
rary monogamy. Disposable fashion from
stores such as H&M, backed by Chinese
manufacturing, has enabled us to snack on
clothing.

Or thumb through almost any magazine;
you’ll be struck by its hyperkinetic tenor
— all those bite-sized items studded with
sprightly images, like canapes topped with
nuts. Magazines are full of this stuff, which
makes them feel as if they offer a meal of
hors d’oeuvres compared with the feast of
text many once cooked up on their glossy
pages.

The Internet, of course, has promoted
snacking. As I write this, email alerts
come and go, inviting me to take a break
and snack on a little human interaction.
I like reading books on an iPad, but the
temptation to snack on some tweets after
every few paragraphs can be hard to re-
sist. Snacking can be habit-forming; any
online document that I encounter longer

than a screen full of text sets me to skim-
ming impatiently.

We gravitate toward snacks because
they’re fast, easy and require little com-
mitment. They also taste good. Online,
snackable items are easily digested by
grazing readers, and just as easily shared
— the way we once shared meals. In keep-
ing with our demand for flexibility and im-
mediate gratification, snacks are always
available, require little investment and can
be consumed without the time and consid-
eration that used to go into more primitive
forms of nourishment, such as sit-down
dinners or books.

It’s been said that you are what you eat,
and in some sense we Americans are be-
coming snacks, at least to the businesses
that consume our labor. Companies that
once had lasting relationships with work-
ers nowadays often prefer outside contrac-
tors, or employees who can be rescheduled
— or terminated — at the whim of man-
agement. Firms, in other words, prefer to
snack on labor, a practice that makes it all
the more difficult for workers to schedule
(or pay for) meals.

Snacking suits the way we live — Hart-
man says 40 percent of adult meals exclud-
ing snacks are eaten alone — but it isn’t
always satisfying. Even if they fill us up,
snacks mostly just bloat us with their emp-
tiness, which in turn leaves us wanting
something more. Maybe it would be better
if we waited for dinner, the way we used to,
and then sat down to eat it with somebody
we care about.

I'm going to work on this, I swear, just as
soon as I grab a microwave chimichanga
to tide me over. While I'm at it, I wonder
what’s happening on Twitter?

Daniel Akst is an author and former Los Angeles
Times columnist. This column first appeared in
the Los Angeles Times.

Shunning nature should go against our instincts

By GARY FERGUSON

mericans find ourselves in a pe-

riod — arguably, the first in our

nation’s history — when our un-

ease about being in nature is com-
ing to outweigh our desire for it. We have
a growing intolerance for inconvenience,
a feeling well captured by the suburban
fifth-grader who memorably told nature
advocate Richard Louv, “I like to play in-
doors better 'cause that’s where the electri-
cal outlets are.”

Of course adults have our own version
of that. Being on the trail, in the woods, or
on the river for days on end brings not just
thoughts of blisters and bugs and rain and
heat but, perhaps more alarming, the loss
of cellphone service and Facebook.

Yet the problem runs deeper. Other
symptoms include the clatter of so-called
nature shows, which have become some-
thing akin to horror movies. An evening
scrolling the cable guide will reveal a line-
up that includes “North America’s Top 20
Most Fearsome Predators,” a rerun or two
of “Shark Attack,” and a couple of episodes
of “Nature’s Deadliest,” or “Rattlesnake
Roundup,” or “Yukon Men.” If you're lucky,
this could be capped off by something truly
catastrophic, like “Yellowstone: Brink of
Disaster.” This 2013 Discovery Channel
documentary, as you may have guessed,
is about the super-volcano that lies in wait
just under the surface of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park.

Online, popular websites like BuzzFeed
generate social media fodder such as
“Nine Times That Nature Didn’t Care
About Your Feelings.” That one offered
video of a python swallowing a deer whole,
and a barnacle gosling tumbling down a
cliff, among others. Then of course there’s

a whole genre of “survivalist” movies like
“127 Hours,” based on the true story of a
man who cut off his arm after being pinned
by a rock in a Utah canyon. I sometimes
feel as if the entertainment/media indus-
try is conspiring to keep us on the sofa
watching this stuff by making us afraid to
go outside.

“Wild,” the movie adaptation of Cheryl
Strayed’s memoir about her trek on the
Pacific Crest Trail as a rite of passage
through grief, stands out as a refreshing
exception to this trend. Instead of portray-
ing nature as the province of man-eating
grizzlies, dangerous snakes or deadly ava-
lanches, “Wild” reminds us how wilder-
ness can scour the debris from a broken
life. Being out in the natural world may ex-
pose us now and then to harsh conditions,
but it also provides breathtaking beauty, a
backdrop against which people reacquaint
themselves with things that really matter.

And yet fewer people seem to seek such
potentially profound experiences. Visits to
the 58 crown jewels of the National Park
System — nature-based parks such as
Acadia, the Grand Canyon and Yosemite
— peaked in 1997, and, per capita, had de-
clined 19 percent by 2010. Some who work
in state and national parks have expressed
deep concern to me about how school kids
show up on field trips not so much eager
to play, or excited to learn, but unsettled
by whatever ferocious creatures might be
lurking in the bushes. As stated in a news
release last summer by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, “Getting (today’s) visitors
to reweigh perceived threats is an art.”

Back in 1906, celebrated psychologist
and educator G. Stanley Hall — the man
who coined the term “adolescence” —
wrote that kids age 3 to 8, especially those

in the “urban hothouse,” must be exposed
to nature. They should be taken “to visit
field, forest, hill, shore, the water, flowers,
animals, the true homes of childhood ... for
the very soul and body cry out for a more
active, objective life, and to know nature
and man at first hand. These two staples,
stories and nature, by these informal
methods of the home and the environment
constitute fundamental education.”

A century on, however, kids are even
less tutored by nature. A 2003 survey of
830 mothers by Dr. Rhonda Clements re-
vealed that 70 percent of the women said
they played outdoors every day when they
were Kkids, yet only 31 percent of their chil-
dren played outside daily. Granted, playing
outside or even visiting the Grand Canyon
isn’t the same as shouldering a pack and
traversing mountains for weeks on end,
as Cheryl Strayed did. Still, a great many
men and women, if so inclined, have the
physical capacity to manage such a trek.
The origin of Strayed’s accomplishment
isn’t her strength and endurance, but rath-
er how she tuned into the instinct that an
outer journey might foster an inner one.

Maybe it’s worth reminding ourselves
that, according to the Florida Museum of
Natural History, the likelihood of being
attacked by a shark is about 1 in 3.7 mil-
lion. The risk of being killed next year by
a venomous snake or spider? According to
the National Safety Council, about 1 in 95
million and 1 in 28 million, respectively.

As for the possibility that our fear of na-
ture will reach the point that we lose the
experience of being alive? The risk of that
is harder to calculate.

Gary Ferguson is the author of “The Carry Home:
Lessons from the American Wilderness.” This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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OPINION

Protests planted seeds for ambush

By CHRISTINE M. FLOWERS
Philadelphia Daily News

f you say something loudly enough,

with just the right amount of convic-

tion, the odds are that people will

begin to listen. They might not agree
with you, but they’ll listen, and then move
on.
Sometimes, though, there will be people
who listen too closely and then, out of a
skewed sense of reality or priority or sim-
ply as a convenient excuse for their own
twisted motives, turn your passion and
conviction into a criminal act.

You will say that legitimate protest and
advocacy, when peaceful, should never be
blamed for the antisocial aberrations of
others, but that is naive.

Because although some protests are
peaceful, as with those old women who
pray rosaries in front of abortion clin-
ics, they always contain the seeds of pos-
sible violence if the wrong people take the
wrong message. Pro-choice advocates like
to conflate quiet religious activists with
the people who shot Dr. George Tiller in
Kansas in 1993 and 2009, and they even
blamed Bill O’'Reilly for the abortion doc-
tor’s death because he once referred to the
man as “Tiller the killer.”

I thought then that this was a foolish and
fabricated accusation, and I'm not pre-
pared to make the same mistake that the
abortion-rights advocates made back then.

But I'd be blind if I didn’t acknowledge
just how much anti-police rhetoric in these
past few weeks has contributed to a climate
of anger, fear and blame. The constant and
growing drumbeat of “hands up, don’t
shoot” or “I can’t breathe,” the preach-
ings of a demagogue like Al Sharpton (who
never saw a race card he didn’t want to
play) and the unsophisticated attempts to

link the Garner and Brown cases under
the same umbrella of police corruption has
made it inevitable that someone would take
the message that cops are evil and there-
fore expendable.

So it was not surprising that after days of
constant attack in the streets, in the world
of punditry and most despicably from the
mouths of government officials including
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, two po-
lice officers would become the sacrificial
lambs to the race-baiting rhetoric of a self-
interested constituency.

‘When Officers Rafael Ramos and Wenji-
an Liu were shot execution-style by a man
who announced on social media his inten-
tion to “put wings on pigs,” it was a direct
and sadly inevitable result of the danger-
ous, powerful animus unleashed against
police across the nation. The so-called
peaceful marches against police brutality
were always peppered with invitations to
violence, and there was a discernible un-
dercurrent of anti-police hatred in attacks
on the legitimacy of the Brown and Garner
grand juries.

It was laughable, if not entirely unexpect-
ed, how the industrial grievance complex
would immediately try to distance itself
from any responsibility in this matter. The
life had barely seeped out of the bodies of
the officers when social media exploded
with apologists for the protesters. On my
own page, virtual “friends” wrote of how
the shooter was just a crazy man who had
shot his girlfriend earlier in the day and
was just exploiting the Brown/Garner dy-
namic to get attention. Others mentioned
that he was apparently a Muslim and that
this might have some relevance.

Both suggestions miss the mark. This
was not a jihad, unless you consider it a
jihad against the police. And the fact that

the man had murdered his girlfriend,
while tragic, doesn’t provide any cover
for his hatred of the men he blamed, in
turn, for murdering his African-American
brothers.

The bitter irony here is that neither of
the assassinated police officers was white.
This has been pointed to by supporters of
the protests as proof that the shooter was
not motivated by race hatred. But the offi-
cers were targeted more for their uniforms
than for their skin, and this is in large part
attributable to the screeching, virulent
voices raised against those uniforms and
badges.

Protests are valuable. Selma mattered,

ALL
LINES
MATTER \

the candlelight vigils to “take back the
night” mattered, the 17-year-old Pakistani
Nobel Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai
matters. But rhetoric that blames a class of
people for the annihilation of black youth,
and does it so indiscriminately that attacks
on people are interchangeable with criti-
cism of legal machinery is dangerous.

No protester held the gun that killed Of-
ficers Ramos and Liu. No one cried “fire”
in a theater. But some of those protesters
created the clear and present danger that
this could happen.

And it did.

Christine M. Flowers is a lawyer and columnist for
the Philadelphia Daily News.

Should satire be as clueless as 'The

By REKHA Basu
The Des Moines (Iowa) Register

he dust-up between Sony Pictures
and North Korea gets more bi-
zarre and complicated by the day,
opening once unimagined sce-
narios of a foreign government resorting
to information-hacking to retaliate against
perceived offenses by a private business.
A movie studio cancels its film release to
avoid more embarrassing leaks of its infor-
mation, and a Japanese-owned corporation
with alarge American presence gets thrust
into a foreign policy role. The studio’s deci-
sion gets criticized by the U.S. president,
who says he should have been consulted.
Our government may have retaliated by
cutting off North Korea’s Internet access
Monday night. And now Sony Pictures has
asked theaters to rebook “The Interview,”
with 200 to 300 reportedly planning to
screen it Christmas Day.
So what have we learned?
It would be deplorable if North Korea’s
Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un did, in fact,
cyber-hack Sony Pictures in retaliation for

Ben Gray, ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION/AP

of the

a fictitious film about a U.S. ination
plot against him. It would also establish
embarrassment-causing cyber sabotage
as an alternative to bullets and drones to
settle disputes. As a nation that draws
strength from its freedoms, we can’t tai-
lor cultural offerings to what is least likely
to give offense — so it’s not surprising the
dominant public reaction seems to be that
we shouldn’t capitulate to blackmail or
threats. But if all we take away from this is
to retaliate in kind, think as deviously, be
as defiant or just learn better cybersecu-
rity, we’re missing a key point.

general
Plaza Theatre in Atlanta, finishes hanging
the marquis Tuesday to announce that the
theater will be showing “The Interview.”

Just because you can do something
doesn’t mean you should.

Kim Jong Un is a thin-skinned despot
determined to show he won’t be mocked
or humiliated. His government doesn’t just
block its people’s access to information
and deny their freedom of thought, speech,
religion and association. It also detains,
tortures and “disappears” dissidents, ac-

cording to the U.N. Human Rights Council.
(There are an estimated 80,000 to 120,000
political prisoners.) It creates starvation
by taking food away from those in need
and uses it to reward other groups. It uses
propaganda to “incite nationalistic hatred
towards official enemies of the state,” in-
cluding Japan and the U.S. And North
Korea has nuclear and possibly chemical
and biological weapons capabilities.

Given these facts, was a comedic movie
that depicts Kim Jong Un’s head being
blown off in a fiery explosion well-advised
in the first place? Have you heard it said
that people who play with fire should ex-
pect to get burned? Did Sony Pictures even
think through the consequences of making
such a movie? Did Kim Jong Un just fit the
right profile of a bad guy when producers
sat down to brainstorm a plot — or did they
imagine this would unite North Korea’s
citizens in an uprising against him?

The truth is, for all the brilliant films
that come out of it, Hollywood can also
be childish and myopic. Some movie fare
is so sophomoric, gratuitously violent, mi-
sogynistic or scatological that it feels as if
the filmmakers are flexing their collective
muscle just to say, “You can’t stop us!” But
we're living in times that demand more
thoughtfulness about the messages we con-
vey, whether across the globe or at home,
especially with imagery this visceral.
Making “The Interview” isn’t much differ-
ent than burning a Quran and streaming it
live, as a Florida church did in 2011. That
resulted in mass protests around the Mus-
lim world that the Pentagon said killed
more than 16 and injured more than 90.
Yet Pastor Terry Jones was all set to do it

Interview’?

again the following year.

And some American filmmakers have
gone out of their way to mock some Ameri-
cans, as Bill Maher and Sasha Baron
Cohen did, respectively, in “Religulous”
and “Borat” Funny as they are, those
movies deceptively got the trust of people
who believed they were being engaged in
sincere conversations only to poke fun at
them for their religious or political views.
By the same token, just because burning
the U.S. flag has been declared a protected
right doesn’t mean we should do it just to
offend certain people.

In countries where the press isn’t free
and government controls the message,
people might not believe “The Interview”
isn’t a form of provocation by the richest,
most powerful nation in the world. That
gets more likely as the lines between our
own key players and their interests — gov-
ernment, business, private citizens — get
squishier. One would hope North Koreans
would see the allure of a freer way of life.
But should they ever see “The Interview,”
it’s doubtful that’s what they’d perceive.
More likely they’d see a bullying America
disrespecting their leader and trying to
humiliate a small non-Western nation.

Parody and provocation have impor-
tant roles to play in our culture. But let’s
be thoughtful about how we use them and
what messages we convey. Let’s think big-
ger than adolescent defiance and dollar
signs. And let’s start teaching everyone di-
plomacy and civility early in school.

So here’s wishing all those of you who
celebrate it a joyful, peaceful, safe and
civil Christmas.

Rekha Basu is a Des Moines Register columnist.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Tuesday’s transactions

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE — Suspend-
ed N.Y. Mets 2B LJ. Mazzilli (St. Lucie-
FSL) 50 games for a second positive test
for a drug of abuse in violation of the
nor League brug Prevention and Treat-
ment Program.

merican League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES = Claimed C
Ryan Lavarnway off waivers from the
Chicago Cubs. Released OF Quintin Ber-
ry.

Y-
HOUSTON ASTROS — Assigned INF
Gregono Pem outngm to Fresno (PCL).

TWINS — Agreed to terms
with RP T StauHer on & one year con-
tract. Assi Eri nd OF Chri:

TICS — Assigned RHP
Fernando Rodriguez outright to” Nash-
ville

SEATTLE MARINERS — Assigned RHP
togan " Bawcom outright to” Tacoma
PCL)

TEXAS RANGERS — Announced RHP
Ben Rowen cleared unconditional waiv-
ersand e free ag

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Claimed LHP
Scott Barnos off waners From Toxas and
RHP Preston Guilmet from Pittsburgh.

National League
_CHICAGO CUBS — Agreed to terms

Logan Watkins outright to lowa (PCL).
Ciaimed LHP Mike Kickham off waivers
from san Francisco.
IGELES DODGERS — Assigned
or/1(s Kyle Jensen outright to Oklahoma
City (P
VHAMIMARLINS — Claimed RHP Pres-
ton Claiborne off waivers from the N.Y.
Yankees.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Claimed 18
Shane Peterson off waivers from the Chi-

cago Cubs.

. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Jordan Walden on a two-
year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Assigned
1B Angel Villalona outright to Sacramen-
to (PCL). Agreed to terms with RHP Jake
Peavy on a two-year contract.

National Basketball Association
PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed F Mal-
colm Thomas. Re\eased F Ronny Turiaf.

National Fnolball League

ATLANTA FAI Placed S Wil-
liam bioore on inured rescrve. Signed §
Sean Baker from the practice squad and
RB Ronnie Wingo to the practice squad,

CAROLINA PANTH Placed WR
De’Andre Presley on lmured reserve.

CHICAGO BEARS — Placed DE Wil-
lie Young on injured reserve. Signed DE
Austen Lan,

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Released F8
Ray Agnew. Signed QB Tyler Thigpen. Re-
T Cheiatian Tupo 1o the Brac:
tICE suuad

NSAS CITY CHIEFS — Released
18" DA Drekotord frem he Aractice

squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Released RB
Ben Tate.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Released
DB Daxton Swanson from the practice
squad. Signed DL Cameron Henderson fo
the practu:e squad.

ATTLE SEAHAWKS — Released TE
Gator Hosking and BT Simmy Stston from
the practice squad. Signed TE RaShaun
Allen, S Dion Bailey and WR Douglas Mc-
Neil to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS —

signed
Ri'shard  Anderson

cB
to the ~practice

squad.
'WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Placed LB
Trent Murphy on injured reserve. Signed
L Rishaw Johnson from the N.Y. Giants
practice squad and WR R Colin Lockett to
the practice squad <
HO!

National Hockey League
ARIZONA COY Assigned F Al-
exandre Bolduc to Porlland (Al
OLINA HURRICANES ~ AScigned F
Brendan Woods to Charlotte (AH
CALGARY FLAMES — Assigned D Corey
Potter to Adirondack (AHL).
STARS — Assigned D Jamie
olekslak lo Texas (AH
NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Activated F Mi-
chael Cammalleri from injured reserve.
'MPIC SPORTS

US. ANTI-DOPING AGENCY — An-
nounced distance runner Kristi Anderson
accepted a 12-month sanction after test-
ing positive for a prohibited substance at
the Pikes Peak Marathon.

r League Soci
NEW VI‘)RK RED ULLS — Named Ali
Curtls Sportmg director.

'SOUNDERS — Completed the
transVer Of D DeAndre Vedlm tO Totten-
ham Hotspur (England-P

SPOR’ TING KANSAS CITV - Slgned G
Tim

College football

Bowl schedule
Saturday, Dec. 20
New Orleans Bowl
Lou'\s\’ana»La!ayene 16, Nevada 3
'w Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque
Utah State Zl UTEP 6
s Vegas Bowl
Utah 45, Colorado State 10
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

At Boise
Air Force 38, Wesﬁern Mllchlgan 24

Nion jomery,
Bowhng Greendxa south Alabama 28

lay, De
o Bench Bowl
Memphis S Y0 48 20
Tuesday, D
a Raton (Fla Bow
Marshal &, Northern ilinois 23
olnsem wi
A \e00
Navy 17, San Diego State 16

Western Kentucky 0-5) vs. Central
Michigan (7-5)
Hawaii Bow!

nolulu
Rice (7-5) vs Hraano state -7
, De
earto Dallas
Illinois (GQE) vs. LoulslﬂanaITech (8-4)

etrol

Rutgers (7-5) vs. North carolma (6-6)
t. Petersburg (Fla,) Bowl

UCF (9-3) vs. Js. NG state 7 5)

At Annapolis, Md.
Virginia Tech (6-6) vs. Cincinnati (9-3)
Sun Bowl
At El Paso, Texas
Duke (9-3) vs. Arizona State (9-3)
Independence Bowl
Atshreveport, La.
Miami (6-6) vs. South Carolina (6-6)
Pinstripe Bowl

At Bronx, N.Y.
© g;)ston College (7-5) vs. Penn State

day B
Nebraska, (9 e, Socthern Cal (6-4)
Monday, Dec. 29
 Liberty Bowi
emphis. Tenn.
5 West Virgina Gy vs. Texas AZM (7-
Russell Athletic Bowl

Clemson (9- 3) vs Oklahoma (8-4)

on
Texas (6-¢ 6) vS Arkansas (6-6)
ay, Dec. 30
Musu: City Bowl
t Nashvi IE. Tenn.
Notre Dame (7 LSU

_AtAtlanta
Mississippi (9-3) vs. TCU (11-1)
Fiesta Bowl

At Glendale, Ariz.
Boise State (11-2) vs. Arizona (10-3)
je Bowl

At Miami Gardens, Fla.
Mississippi State (10-2) vs. Georgia
Tech (10-3)
Thnrsdal, Jan. 1

wisconsin (10 o Auburn (8-4)
n Bowi Clas:
% Aviington, Texa
Michigah Slate 10-2) vs. Faylor (11-1)
us B

rian
M'mnesota (5»4) vs. Missouri (10-3)

Pasadena, Calif.
semmnal Oregon (12-1) vs.
Flondastate(ls 0) I
owl

Playoff sem\flnal Alabama (12-1) vs.
ohio State (12.1

Plltsburgh (s s) VS. chslon 7-5)

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

wL Pct PF PA
y-New England12 3 0 .800 459 296
Miami 8 7 0 533 364 336
Buffalo 8 7 0 533 326 280
N.Y. Jets 312 0 200 246 377
South
y-Indianapolis 10 5 0 .667 431 359
Houston 8 7 0 533 349 290

Jacksonville 312 0 .200 232 389

o Tennessee 213 0 1133 244 411
% d or
towa (75} Vi,;ﬁ:‘;‘gﬁfﬁ [ x-Cincinnati 10 4 1 .700 348 317
s i 8 31 B85
altimore :
UCLA (3-3) vs. Kansas State (9-3) Cleveland TS0 der 29317
s
At Tempe, Ai X
5 QidahomalState (6:6) vs. Washington L Diete 5 6 0 6 341 39
&5 KansasCity 8 7 0 533 334 274
. Saturday, Jan. 3 Oakland 312 0 _.200 239 405
. Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Florida (6-5) vs. East Carollna (8-4) East
oDaddy Bowl W LT Pct PFPA
E Miobile, Al ¥-D: 11 4 0 .733 423 335
Toledo (8.4 vs. Arkansas State (7-5) Ph|ladelph|a 9 6 0 600 440 374
turday, Jan. 10 N.Y. 6 9 0 400 354 366
Madal of Honor Bowl Washington 513 0 367 334 309
At Charleston, .C. South
American vs. National carolina 6 8 1 .433 305 371
tlanta 6 9 0 .400 378 383
College Foolhallchampmnshm NewOrleans 6 9 0 .400 378 404
At Arlington, Tex TampaBay ~ 213 0 133 257 387
Sugar Bowl winner vs. Rose Bowl win- ) North
ner x-Detroit 114 0 733 301 252
saturday, Jan. 17 x-GreenBay 11 4 0 733 456 328
Minnesota. 6 9 0 .400 312 334
B eoniorrine Class! Chicago Sl o 333 310 4
/est
xSeate 117470 733 374 248
X 1 4 T 7
National {5 g:,;:g-aﬁ“ sanFrancisco 7 8 0 &7 286 323
rday.san. 24 st. Lou 6 9 0 400 318 334
Se"-“,'m, x chnched n\ayoﬂ spot
At Mobile, Ala. clinched dilon ¢ gam
North vs. South Jacksonvlllezl Tannéssee 13
Satul ay‘sgames
FCS playoff
First Round S 38dSar|sFranc|5co 35,07

aturday, Nov. 29

Fordham 44, Sacred Heart 22

Indiana State 36, Eastern Kentucky 16

Richmond 46, Morgan State 24

sam Houston State 21, Southeastern
Louisiana 1

Yoith Dakota State 47, Montana State
40

Montana 52, San Diego 14

Liberty 26, James Madison

Northern lowa 44, Stephen e Austin
10

Second Round
aturday, Dec.

New Hampshire 44, Fordham 19

Chattanooga 35, Indiana State 14

Coastal Carolina 36, Richmond 15

lllinois State 41, Northern lowa 21

sam Houston State 37, Jacksonville
State 26

North Dakota State 27, South Dakota
sta

Eastern Washington 37, Montana 20
Villanova 29, Liberty
Quart, ariinals

riday, Dec. 12
New Hampshire 35, cnattanooga 30
rday, Dec. 1
North Dakota State 39, Coastal Caro-
lina 32
Sam Houston State 34, Villanova 31
illinois State 59, Eastern Washington

Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 19
North Dakota State 35, Sam Houston
sta
turday, Dec. 20
lllinois State 21, New Hampshlre 18
ons

t
AtFC pallas stadium

Frisco, Texas
North Dakota State (14-1) vs. lllinois
State (13-1)

AP sportlig

ec. 26
1908 — Jack Johnson becomes the first
black man to win the world heavyweight
boxing title, with a 14th-round knockout
ommy Burns in Sydney, Australia.

1917 — Toronto’s Harry Cameron be-
comes the first defenseman to score
four goals in a game as the Maple Leafs

beatthe Montreal Canadiens 7.
Sid Luckman throws five touch-

— The United States wins the Da-
vis Cup with a 5-0 sweep of Australia, the
worst defeat for a defending champion.
1954 — Otto Graham_ scores three
ns and passes for three more
16'16ad the Cleveland Browns to a 5b-
rout of the Detrait Lions for the NFL. i
The Cleveland Browns inter-
cont o pastes, ont of which s returned
65 yards for a touchdown by Don Paul,
in a 38-14 victory over the Los Angeles
Rams for the

ak kicks two field goals to give the Buf-
falo Bills a 20-7 victory over the San Di-
eg hargers in the AFL championship.

- Doug Jarvis of the Hart-
fordWhalers prays Mo S1sth consecutive
game, setting an NHL rt

1595 — Mike Vanderjagt's 21-yard field
goal with four seconds Ieft gives the In-
dianapolis Colts a 29-28 win over the
Cleveland” Browns. Indianapolis, which

went 3-13 in 1998, makes NFL history by
winning 10 more’ games than they’ did
the previous season.

2001 — Steve Nash scores 27 points
and makes a three-pointer with 0.6 sec-
onds remaining in overtime as the Dallas
Mavericks overcame a 53-point effort by

m Duncan and beat the San Antonio
Spurs 126123,
Colorado's Patrick Roy be:
combs the fres N goalie to win 500
Games as he raconds his seventh shutout
of the season, a 2-0 win over Dallas
— Peyton Manning preaks Dan

Graham of the Browns passes for two
touchdowns and scores two more.

1960 — The Philadelphia Eagles come
from behind twice on a 35-yard pass to
Tommy McDonald from Norm Van Brock-
lin and a 5-yard run by Ted Dean to beat
the Green Bay Packers 17-13 for the NFL
fitle.

— Wray Carlton and Jack Kemp
cach acore touehdownt and Pere Goph.

Marino's ouchdown pass
Fecord when he throws his 48th and 40th

of the season, rallying Indianapolis from
2 31-16 fourth-quarter deficit (o win 34-
31 in overtime over san Diego.

ova Nash has 18 points and

13 3001515 fo bocore Hhe Frt RBA player
to register 10 or more assists in 11 con-
secutive victories as Phoenix beat T
Tonto 10694, Magic Johnson did it twice
during the 1986-87 season.

games
Houston 25, Balfimore 13
Detroit 20, Chicago 14
Atlanta 30, New Orleans 14
Miami 37, M nesota
Carolina 17, Cleveland 13
Green Bay 20, Tampa Bay 3
20, Kansas City 12
ets 16

Dallas 42, Indianapolis 7
Seattle 35, Arizona 6
ay's game
Cincinnati 37‘ benver28
unday, Dec. 28
Indianapols Bt Tamesoee
Jacksonville at Houston

Dallas at washmgmn
N-Y. Jets at Mlaml

Buffalo at New England
Phlage i SN St
New al

etroit at Green Bay
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh

Fight schedule

t Tokyo, omar Narvaez vs. Naoya
Inoue, 12, for Narvaez's WBO super fly-
weight title; Akira Yaegashi vs. Pedro
Guevara, 12, for the vacant WBC World
junior ﬂywe.gnt title; Jorge Linares vs.
Javier Pri for the vacant WBC
Wora lighiwsight title.

At Ota City General Gym, Tokyo, Israel
Perez, vs. Takashi Uchiyama, 12, for Uchi-
yama’s WBA super featherweight title;

Alberto Rossel vs. Ryoichi Taguchi, 12,
for Rossel’s WBA Jumor flyweight title.

9
At Chumash casmo Resort, Santa
Ynez, Calif,, Darleys Perez vs. Jonathan
Maicelo, 12, for Perez's interim WBA
lightweight title; Francisco Santana vs.
Sebastian Lujan, 10‘ welterweights.

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino,
Vverona, N.Y., Petr Petrov vs. Juan Carlos
Burgos, 10, lightweights.

At the MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Ber-
mane Stiverne vs. Deontay Wilder, 12, for
Stiverne’s WBC World heavyweight title.

an.

At Manchester, England, Richar Abril
vs. Anthony Crolla, 12, for Abril's WBA
lightweight title.
Fo

eb. 21
t Monte Carlo, Monaco, Gennady
Golovkin vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Go-
lovkin's WBA Super world WBC World-
I1BO middleweight tiles; Lee Haskins vs.
mar Lamiri, 13, for the vacant EBU ban-
tamweight title.

arch 14
At the Bell Centre, Montreal, Sergey
Kovalev vs. Jean Pascal, 12, for Kovalev’s
WBO-IBF-WBA light heavyweight titles.

College basketball

Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Arkansas St. 74, Niagara 69
Cornell 75, Siena 57
lona 86, Florida Gu\f Ccast 67
La Salle 83, Hofst
Pittsburgh'ss, Ha\y Cross 2
Rutgers 79, Sacred He:
St. Francis (NY) 71, Monmouth (NJ) 46
St. Peter's 59 Falrle\gh Dickinson 60
Stony Brook 59, American U. 47
Villaova 93, e

Auburn 61, Texas Southern

Louisville 80, CS Northridge 55
Memphis 78, W. lllinois 5
Mississippi t. 70, Jacksonville 47
tate 73, Loulslana Tech 65
Richmond 57, |UPUI 53
St oricn 73 ssnguusuana 63

cincinnati 72, Wag
Baion 75, Georg Tech 1
B Minois 67, Cleveland St. o
E. Michigan 87, Coppin St. 6
George Mason 68, Wright )
St. Xavier 84, Lourdes e
SOUTH

Prairie View 70, North Texas 67
Stanford 74, Texas 71, OT

6 Abilene Christian 69, Ark.-Pine Bluff

Arizona St. 93, Detrmt 54

BYU 77, UMass 71,

Cal Poly 69, Santa Clarass

Grand Canyon 68, New Mexico 65

Houston 82, Texas Tech 69

Loyola of Chicago 48, Boise St. 45

S. Utah 66, SC State 56

UNLV 71, Arizona 7

Utah 80, S. Dakota S

Utah Valiey 51, e St 47

Wyoming oL Montana St. 51
MENT

D amond Head Class

George Washington 53, Colorado 50

‘Wichita St. 80, Hawaii 7
Consolation Semllln

Nebraska 50‘ Loyola Marymcunt 42,

©Ohio 99, DePaul 78

Tuesday’s women's scores
T

cs Bakersf\e\d 75. Haw
UC Riverside 64, San Dlegc .54

Pro baseball

Remaining free agents
YORK — The 89 remaining free
agents_(g-did not accept $15.3 million
qualifying offer from former team):
ICAN LEAGUE
_BALTIMORE (6) — Alexi Casilla, inf;
Nick Hundley, c; Kelly Johnson, 2b; Johan
Santana, Ihp; Joe Saunders, Ih| mon

ung, of.
BOSTON (3) — Burke Badenhop, rhp;
Cralg Breslow |hp: Ryan Dempster, thp.
CHicAGO (3 — Paul Konerko, 1b Matt
Lmdsmm rhp; Felipe Paulino, rh
GLEVELAND (1) = Jason Glam! i, 1b.
ETROIT (4) — Joba Chamberlaln rhp;
Pmlcoke Ihp; Joel Hanrahan, rhp; g-Max
Scherzer, rhp.
USTON (3)
se l((:raln e Jo

Matt Albers, rhp; Jes-
se Veras, rhp.
ITY (4) — Nori Roki, of; Raul

Ibanez, of; James Shields, rhp;’ Josh
Wlllmsgham of.
ANGELES (4) — Sean Burnett, lhp;

Jason Grilli,
Thatcher, Ihp.
MINNESOTA (1) — Jared Burton, rhp.
NEW YORK tephen Dréw, ss;
RICH Ml s arek JOter Sai HiroR! K
roda rhp, ietire Suzuki, of.
D (3) — Jonny Gomes, of; Hi-
royukl Nakauma, ss; Geovany Soto,
) o elme\ mp, F.ndy

rhp; John McDonald, ss; Joe

vz ris_ Denorfi nk-
R Seerrez, of Humberto Quintero, ¢;
Chri Voun(% thp.

Scott Baker, rhp; Neal

o SRoRTo (@) — Casey Janssen, rhp;
Munenori Kawasaki, inf; Dustin® Mc:
Gowan, rhp; Colby Rasmus, of.
NATIONAL LEAGUE

ATLANTA (4) — Emilio Bonifacio, zb
Ryan Doumit, ¢; Aaron Harang, rhp;

ald Laird, c.

CHICAGO (1) — Carlos Villanueva,

D,
CINCINNATI (3) — Jack Hannahan, 3b;
Ryan Ludwick, of; Ramon Santiago, ss.
COLORADO' (4) — Brett Anderson,
Ihp; Matt Belisle, rhp: Nick Masset, rhp?
Franklin Morales, Ih

RonareD, Homerde” e
1hp: Chris Perez, rhp; Jamey Wright, rhp.
M — Rafael Furcal, ss; Kevin

@rega. rp; Reed Johnson, of: Brad Pen-

ny, hp.

MILWAUKEE (4) — Tom Gorzelanny,

Ihp; Lyle Overbay, 1b; Francisco Rodri-

auigz, the: Rickie Weeks, 2b.

K (1 ) obMy Abreu, of.

PHILADELPH Adaims, rhp:
Kyle Kendrick. Wil Nicves,

PITTSBURGH (1) — Edmson Volquez,

D.
ST. LOUIS (2) — Mark Ellis, 2b; A.J.

Pierzynski, c.
SAN DIEGO (1) — Josh Johnson, rhp.

SAN FRANCISCO (1) — Ryan Vogel-
song, !
INGTON (4) —

rhp.
WAsH Asdrubal Cabrera,
s; Scott Hairston, of; Nate Schierholtz,
of: Rafael Soriano, rhp.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Cato, Shuler
carry Herd
to Boca title

By STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

BOCA RATON, Fla. — Quarterback Ra-
keem Cato and receiver Tommy Shuler have
played together since high school, so they
were able to communicate without a lot of
conversation Tuesday in their final game for
Marshall.

“We don’t need to talk,” Shuler said. “Just
ahead nod.”

What does a head nod mean?

“I’'m open.”

He was, time and time again. Shuler and
Cato capped their careers with record-set-
ting performances in the inaugural Boca
Raton Bowl to help Marshall beat Northern
Illinois 52-23.

Cato tied an NCAA mark for touchdown
passes, threw for three scores and was voted
the most valuable player. Shuler had 18 recep-
tions for 185 yards and broke the Conference
USA record for career catches with 322.

Cato and Shuler were high school team-
mates in nearby Miami, and they gave a large
throng of family and friends plenty to cheer.

“To do that playing your final game in
your backyard is special,” Marshall coach
Doc Holliday said. “They’re just tremendous
players, and they’re great friends.”

Marshall finished 13-1, with its lone loss to
‘Western Kentucky, 67-66 in overtime. North-
ern Illinois finished 11-3.

“Give credit to Marshall; they made a ton
of plays,” Huskies coach Rod Carey said. “I
didn’t think we played real well, and that’s
too bad because we’ve had an unbelievable
season.”

Catoextended his streak of throwing atleast
one touchdown pass to 46 consecutive games.
That tied the NCAA all-division record set by
Central Washington’s Mike Reilly.

As usual, Cato’s favorite target was Shuler.

“Anybody who knows Shuler, against a
man-to-man matchup, he’s going to hurt you,”
Cato said. “I’'m going to continue to go at him
until they show me something different, and
they didn’t show me anything different.”

Cato finished the season with a school-re-
cord 40 touchdown passes. He threw for scores
of 6 yards to Shuler, 11 yards to Angelo Jean-
Louis and 27 yards to Deon-Tay McManus.

All of those touchdowns came in the second
half. Cato completed 25 of 37 passes for 281
yards and ran S yards for a score.

“Cato made the plays when he needed to,”
Huskies safety Dechane Durante said.

The game drew a crowd of less than 15,000
in Florida Atlantic’s 30,000-seat stadium, but
both coaches praised the inaugural event.

“This will be a huge bowl,” Holliday said.
“The community has embraced this bowl,
and when all is said and done, it’s going to be
one of the best bowls in America.”

Marshall tried a bit of trickery early in the
game, when Shuler took the ball and lobbed it
into the end zone to Cato for an 11-yard touch-
down. But the play was negated by a penalty.

“If Tommy wouldn’t have made such a bad
pass, we would’ve had it,” Holliday said.

Grecory BuLt/AP

Navy quarterback Keenan Reynolds dives into the end zone for a touchdown against San Diego State during the Poinsettia Bowl.

Navy wins Poinsettia Bowl on FG

By BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Pardon coach Ken Niu-
matalolo for being perhaps a bit befuddled
amid the euphoria of Navy’s 17-16 Poinset-
tia Bowl victory against San Diego State
on Tuesday night.

“I have no idea how we won the game,”
Niumatalolo said.

The Midshipmen won it by not being the
last team to make a critical mistake in a
game full of them.

Navy’s Austin Grebe kicked a go-ahead,
24-yard field goal with 1 minute, 27 sec-
onds left.

The Midshipmen won it after Donny
Hageman was wide right on a 34-yard
field-goal attempt with 20 seconds left.

Hageman had made his first three field-
goal attempts for the Aztecs.

The winning drive was set up when
Navy’s Chris Johnson forced and recov-
ered a fumble by Donnel Pumphrey, who
earlier set San Diego State’s single-season
rushing record.

Fullback Chris Swain converted on a
fourth-and-1 and Ryan Williams-Jenkins
took a pitch and ran 28 yards to help set up
the game-winner by Grebe.

“Honestly, I wasn’t thinking I was going
to have to kick it because whenever we get
that close, Keenan scores,” Grebe said, re-
ferring to quarterback Keenan Reynolds.
“I was just glad to make it and send our
seniors out on a positive note.”

San Diego State then got to the Navy 17

‘I have no idea how we
won the game.?

Ken Niumatalolo
Navy football coach

before Hageman missed. Hageman earli-
er made field goals of 43, 37 and 30 yards.
His third field goal gave SDSU a 16-14
lead late in the third quarter.

Pumphrey gained 112 yards on 21 car-
ries to set SDSU’s single-season rushing
record with 1,867 yards. The old record
was 1,842 yards by George Jones in 1995.

“It’s great but we didn’t get the win,” he
said.

Navy (8-5) lost four fumbles. SDSU (7-
6) had three turnovers.

“We played really, really well on de-
fense,” Niumatalolo said. “Our defense
gave us a chance. We put our defense
in some bad spots with turnovers on of-
fense, but they didn’t flinch. They played
phenomenal.

“We pride ourselves in trying not to turn
the ball over and not make penalties,” he
said. “To our kids’ credit they just kept
battling. Things looked ugly there. We put
our defense in some bad spots but they
didn’t flinch. They made some big plays to
keep them out of the end zone.”

Reynolds ran for two touchdowns, ex-
tending his own NCAA record for scores
by a quarterback to 64.

icneLin] GOODFYEAR

GOODFYEAR & DUNLOFP

(R
VISA" PREPAID CARD
WHEN YOU BUY A SELECT SET OF
4 GOODYEAR OR DUNLOP TIRES.
ONLINE OR MAIL-N REBATE. VALID THROUGH 12/31/14.

YOUR low price JOURNEY STARTS HERE

FREE SAME-DAY SHIPPING!

For most orders. Some restrictions apply.

BFGoodrich [TRELLy F4ILKE[]) )YYOKOHAMA +~s==<= (Ontinental® tt,t,,;,),,ss

He scored on a 1-yard keeper for the
game’s first score and then somersaulted
into the end zone at the end of a 6-yard run
to give Navy a 14-13 lead midway through
the third quarter.

“It wasn’t pretty but we were able to pull
it out,” Reynolds said. “That’s football. A
win is a win.

“Our defense came up huge for us,” he
said. “Hats off to those guys. If they didn’t
play as well as they did we wouldn’t have
had a chance.”

The Midshipmen won their fourth
straight and for the sixth time in seven
games. They’ve won consecutive bowl
games for the second time in history. They
were playing just 10 days after beating
Army for the 13th straight time.

Leading 16-14, SDSU went for it on
fourth-and-5 from the Navy 12 but Quinn
Kaehler’s pass to Mikah Holder was
incomplete.

“If we score points down there then it
doesn’t come down to a field goal,” SDSU
coach Rocky Long said. “You've got to
give Navy a lot of credit. We had so many
opportunities in the red zone.”

Navy punted on its next possession but
got the ball back after Pumphrey fumbled.

The Midshipmen rushed for 254 yards,
led by Swain with 72 yards on eight
carries.

Navy improved to 2-2 in the Poinset-
tia Bowl. It avenged a 35-14 loss to SDSU
here in 2010.

discounttiredirect.com

888-459-4058
602-735-1800

M-F:8am.-8pm. SAT:8am.-5pm. EST
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In a third stringer’s hands

Jones leads Buckeyes against Crimson Tide

By Rusty MILLER
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio
ardale Jones realizes many people
weren’t even aware he was still
playing football.

It had been five years between
big games — a state championship game as
a junior in high school to the Big Ten title
game Dec. 6 — and the only time people
heard of him was because of an infamous
tweet where he said going to class was point-
less as a football player.

“If people forgot, I don’t have a problem
with that,” Ohio State’s latest replacement
quarterback said. “My teammates and my
coaches knew that I was capable when ready.
So it was good I got to show everyone.”

With a breakthrough game in the 59-0
rout of Wisconsin two weeks ago, Jones has
suddenly reappeared.

Jones was an overlooked third-string
quarterback just four months ago. Now the

s

third-year sophomore is the central figure
in a Buckeyes offense heading into the na-
tional semifinal game against Alabama at
the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1.

No one has ever doubted Jones’ big arm
and big talent. But there have been a lot of
questions about his intangibles.

He provided a lot of answers with three
TD throws in his first collegiate start
against Wisconsin in the Big Ten champion-
ship game.

Jones was asked how he can prove it
wasn’t all just a fluke.

“('ll) just prepare better than I did be-
fore,” he said. “That’s basically it. And just
staying confident, have my guys around me
and keep producing. We should be good.”

Miller started for three years, but injured
his shoulder in the 2014 Orange Bowl loss to
Clemson and had surgery.

Jones won the starting job
coming out of spring prac-
tice, beating out J.T. [

Barrett, a redshirt

freshman.

But when Miller reinjured the shoulder
in August, Barrett, coming off a couple of
weeks of superior practices, was selected as
the starter.

Barrett was spectacular, setting Ohio
State records for touchdown passes (35)
and total offense (3,772) before breaking his
ankle against Michigan.

Jones finished that game, then got his first
start in the rarified air of the Big Ten title
game where he completed 12 of 17 passes
for 257 yards and the three scores without
an interception and with very few missteps.

Now everyone’s wondering if he can do it
again.

“This guy is very, very capable,” Ala-
bama coach Nick Saban said. “He’s a very
good passer. A big strong, athletic guy who
can do all the things the other guy (Barrett)
could do in terms of the quarterback runs.

It’s just a little different style.”

AP Sports Writer John Zenor contributed
from Birmingham, Alabama.

By the numbers

10

Number of passes
Ohio State quarterback
Cardale Jones completed
this season before starting
the Big Ten title game.

12

Number of passes Jones
completed in Big Ten
championship game, three
of which were touchdowns.

257

Number of passing yards
Jones accumulated

in the Big Ten title game,

a 59-0 rout of Wisconsin.

SOURCE: ESPN.com

arterback Cardale Jones found himself thrust into

‘ole for the Big Ten championsl|
with a broken ankle a;

game when J.T.
st Michigan.

DarroN CummiNGs/AP

nt do
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NHL

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
A:!Enti Division

OT Pts GF GA
Montreal 1 2 46 95 84
Tampa Bay 1 4 46 117 9%
Detroit 5 100 87
Toronto 1 3 118 102
Boston 1 9 91 91
Florida 8 73 82
Ottaw: 4 4 1 4 90 94
Buffalo 5 3 ln 9 69 115
Pittsburgh 4 2 9 108 80
N.Y.Islanders 34 3 6 105 94
N.Y. Rangers 2 8 0 83
Washington 4 7 0 90
Philadelphia 4 4 4 101
Columbu: 3 4 1 107
New Jersey 6 2 1 104
Carolina 4 0 20 4 24 93
Western Conference
Central Di
P GA
Chicago 3 107 72
Nashville 3 2 70
St. Louis 4 1 1 86
Winnipeg 5 18 81
Minnesota 32 6 89
Colorado 4 3 101
Dallas P 3 4 13
Anaheim 3 104 98
San Jose 9 9 90
Icou! 0 9 91
Los Angeles 7 7 88
Calgary 8 104 98
Arizona 2 4 0 112
Edmonton 7 12]

7 5 121
Two points for a win, one point

Note:
for overtime
day's games
carolina 3, New ersey 1,50
Boston 5, Nashville 3
Montreal 3, .Y, Islanders 1
N Rangers 4, Washington 2
Philadelphia 5, Minnesota 2
Toronto 4, Dallas
petroit 6, ‘Buffal
a Bay 4, Plltsburgh 3
ity
Colorado’s St Loue u
Winnipeg 5, Chicago 1
ednesday’s games
No games schedule
Thursday's games
No games schedule
riday’s games
No gameg scheduled
Satu E james
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo
Detroit at Ottaw:
Carofina at Tampa Bay
New Jersey at N-Y.Rangers
Boston at Columbus
Winnipeg at Minnesota
Washington at Pittsburgh
Dallas at St. Louis
Phlladethla at Nashville
Anaheim

Edmonton at Calgary

San Jose al Los Angeles
unday’s games

Toronto at F|0r| la

Vancouver at Anaheim

Tuesday
Avalanche 5, Blues 0
st. Louis
Colorado
Frsl Period—1, CDIorado, Johnson 9
(Duchene, Mackinnon), 1
rado, Rec)l imond 4 (o Renly, Landeskog)v

18:45

ond Colorado, Tanguay 12
(Iginla, Stuart), 5: Colorado, O'Reilly
SR ockon, stuarb. 1697 GpS. 5, Cole.
radg. ginia  (itchell Tanguay), 17:27.

Colorado 17404
Power-play op mm
of 3; Colorado 20

s—St. Louis 0

oalie: Loui en 11-4-2 (31
Shots.26 saves). MarBrcdeur (0:00 third,
10-10). Colorado, Variamov 5-6-5 (26-26).

A—17,634 (18,007). T—2:26.

Coyotes 5, Oilers 1

Arizona 2 1 2-5
Edmomon 10 n-l
First Period—1, Arizona, Gagner 4
(Erat, Hanzal, 1ida 5, Arizona, Erat 6
3, Edmonton,

th Gagner), 5:00.
Schu Itz 3 (Hu cobello) 6:
izona, Yandle 4

econt
(Doan, vermletze) 754

Third 5, "Arizona, Gormley 2
(Hanzal, Gagnen), 4076, Afizona, Gag-
ner 8 (Gormicy.

Hanzal)v 22
Ari ona877 22. Ed-
mcnton 13 5-9—

Power-play onportumt:es Arizona 0
on Edmonton 0
oali —Anzona “Dubnyk_7-3-2 (27
sh 0ts-: 26 mon On, Scrivens 5-
135G, Fasth (5 uo first, 19-16).
A-16,839 (16,839). T—2:29.

Maple Leafs 4, Stars 0
Tor nln 1 2 1-4
Dal 0 0 0-0
F'rsl Perlod—lI)T(;gonlo Kadri 10 (van

Rle dyk, Ke
ond Period—2, Toronto, van Riems-
dyk 15 (Kadri, Bernier), 6:21. 3, Toronto,
Bozak 13 (Phaneuf, Kessel), 10:30 (pp).
Third Period—4, Toronto, Santorelh 7
(van Rlemsdyk) 16:09 (en).
oal—Toronto 8-11-7—26.

Dallas T 13 19 43,

Li; ing 4, F ins 3 Canadiens 3, s 1
Pittsburgh 0 1 2-3 Montreal 02 13
‘Tampa Bay 2 2 0-4 NY.slanders 10 0-1

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Johnson
11 (Kucherov, Palat), 6:54. 2, Tampa Bay,
Johnson 12 (Palat, Hedman), 19:56.

rlod 3 Tampa_Bay, Kuch-
erov 14 (Carle, Filppula), :52. 4, Tampa
Bay, Johnson 13 (Kucherov, Palat), 2:37. 5,
Pittsburgh, Hornqvist 13 (Klinkhammer),

10:15.

Third Period—6, Pittsburgh, Kunitz
10 (Malkin), 9:55. 7, Pittsburgh Letang 8
(Hornqvist, Malki

on G Pmsburgh 7-12-10—
29. Tampa Bay 8-

Power-playovportnm ies—Pittsburgh
0 of 2; Tampa Bay 0

Goalles—Plltsbul’gh “Fleury (10 shots-
7 saves), Zatkoff 0-1-0 (0:52 second, 17-
16). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 2 1-0 (29-26).

A—19,204 (19,204). T~

Hurricanes 2, Devils 1 (S0)
Carolina 00 10-2
New Jersey 1 0 0 0-1
Ina won shootout 1.

-1, New Jersey, Glonta 3

(Bermer. Rudtw),
Period—: 2, Carolma, Hainsey 1
(Dwyer, Sekera), 11:5¢
Shootout— Carchna 1 (skinner NG,
Gerbe NG, Terry G), New Jersey 0 (Gomez
NG, Cammallen NG, Henrique

ots o rolina 6-15-9-3—33.
New Jersey 5-3-7-4—19.
Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0
of 2; New Jersey 0 of

Goalies—Carolina, Khudobin 1-8-2 (19
shots-18 saves). New Jersey, Schneider
11-16-4 (33-32).

A-16,101 (17,625). T—2:32.

Rangers 4, Capitals 2
Washington 0 0 2-2
N.Y.Rangers 1 1 2-4

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 21
(Zuccarellu Brassard), 3:32.
riod—2,
Louls 11 (Boyle, Brassard), Pp).
Third Perlod—3, N.Y. | Rangers, Nash
1

Rangers, St.

d=1 N.¥ Islanders, Okposo
snovsky), 12:
d—2: Mo Rireal, Markov

rst Per
8 (Tavares,
Second Per
(Subban), 6: Montreal, Gallagher 10
(Gonchar. Galchenyuk).
riod—4, Montreal Deshamals
5 (Eller, Parenteau).
Shof I—Montreal 3-9-9-21.
N, Is\anders Laa1ss
rtanities—Montreal
0oro Ny, Islanders 00f2
treal, Price 19-9-1 (38
shots-37 Saves). N Istanders, Johnson
5-5-0 (21-18).
"A—16,170 (16,170). T—2:25.

Jets 5, Blackhawks 1
ipeg 3 1

1-5

c icago 1 0~
iod—1, Winnipeg, Perreau\t
7 (Frollk Scheifele), 5:04 2 Wi
Little 13 (Ladd, Wheeler), 13::
peg, Peluso 1 (Slater, Thorburn), 15:30.
Second Perfod 2, Winnipeg, Perreault
s(Eymgluen Ladd) 8:16 (pp). 5,
Hossa 7 (Saad), 12:05,
Period—6, Winnipeg, Wheeler

10, 15:17 (e ).
ots on Goal—Winnipeg 15-7-4-26.
Chicago 7-20-12
fzwer-nlaur B’pponnmhes—wmnlpeg

. Chicago,

oalies— wmmpegv Hutchlnson 822

(39 shnts 38 saves). Cl Crawford

2 (13-10), Raanta, (15 30 ﬂrst 12-11).
R=22,095 (19.717). T—

Flyers 5, Wild 2
Philadelphia 2
anesota

nesota, Scandella 8 (Spurgeon, Parise),
10:0:

ecn nd_Period—4, Minnesota, Coyle
3 (Pominville, Suter, 3:43 (E p). 5, Phila-
delphia, Simmonds 15 (B.Schenn, Streit),
15:%2

(Zu
Kuznetsos 4 (Stouner. Carlsons, 5153, 5
Wechington, Guechicn 46 (carison Jo-
hansson), 10:58 (pp). 6, N.Y. Rangers, St.
Louis 12 (Nash Stepan). 16:12 (pP).

e Period—6, Philadelphia, Lecava-
:29.
Pmladelpma, Raffl 10 (Voracek
n).

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 8-11-11—
30. Minnesota 7-10-7—24.

ots
32.N.Y. Rangers 9-9-9—27. -

phia 0 of 1; Minnesota 1 of

ton 1 of 5; N Y. Rangers 2 of
alies—Washington, Holtby 15-8-5
@7 shots.23 saves) N.Y. Rangers, Lun-
dqvist 15-7-3 (32-30).
'A=18,006 (18,006). T—2:30.

Bruins 5, Predators 3

Nashville 2 0 1-3
Boston 2 1-5
First Perlod—l Boston, Marchand 9
(Bergeron), 2:01. Nashville, Wilson 8
(Neal, Ekh 3. oston, Krejci
4 (Krug, Lucic), 9:43 (pp - 4 Nashvile,
Jarnkrok 4 (Ekholm, Beck)
Sex iod—5, Boslon, ErIkSSDﬂ
(Bartkcwskl, Kelly), 53. 6, Boston,

Marchand 10 (Bergeron, Miller), 10:51.
-7, Nashville, Beck 4
(Jarnkrok, Weber), 6:48. 8 Boston Eriks-
son 9 (Bergeron Kelly:

Shots. Goal—Nashwlle 731525
Boston 10-5-10--25.

y 7-4-1(24
$hot3-22 saves). Minnesota, Kuemper 11-
10-0 (29-25).

A—19,020 (17,954). T—2:34.

Red Wings 6, Sabres 3
Buffalo 2 1 0-3
Dearm( 4-6

First Period—1, Buffalo, Deslauriers 3
(Stafford Flynn), 2:36. 2, D )

5 (Kindl, Nyqui |st), 10:50
Stewart dgson‘ Grlgorenkc)v
ond Period—4, Buffalo, Benoit 1
(Flynn). 9:00 (sh). 5, Detrmt DeKeyser 2

(urco, Glendening), 17:

hivd Pariodt. Detrol , Zetterberg 7
(Datsyuk, Abdelkaden), 4:19. 7, D
Tatar 13 (DeKeyser, Nyquisty 11:40 (opy-
8, Detroit, Franzen7 (Zettel indl),
14:06 (pp). 9, Detroit, Tatar 14 (Smith, Ny~
D178 Oy,

hots on Goal—Buffalo 6-4-6—16. De-
troit 15-11-13—39. o

0 0f 2; Boston 1 of 4.
Goalies—Nashville, Hutton 03 1 (24
shots-20 saves). Boston, Rask
(25-22).
A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:29.

oit 4 of 6.
ies—Buffalo, Neuvirth 3-8-1 (39
?hotszaz saves). Detroit, Mrazek 4-2-1

A—20,027 (20,027). T—2:29.

of‘

Toronto 1
of 5; Dallas 0 of 4.

Goalies—Toronto, Bernier 14-8-3 (43
shots-43 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 13-8-5
(25-22).

A—18,532 (18,532). T—2:38.

Kathy Kmonicex/AP

center John Tavares, center, controls the puck against

Canadiens defenseman Andrei Markov as Montreal goalie Carey
Price defends the net during Tuesday’s game in Uniondale, N.Y.
Price had 37 saves in Montreal’s 3-1 win.

Frank Frankuin I/AP

The Rangers’ Dan Boyle, right, and Martin St. Louis defend the
Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin during Tuesday’s game in New York. New

York won 4-2.

Roundup

Rangers best Caps
=2 for Tth straight win

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Rick Nash and
Martin St. Louis each scored
twice, Henrik Lundgvist made 30
saves and New York extended its
winning streak to seven games
with a victory over Washington.

The game matched two of the
NHL's hottest teams in their
final outing before the Christmas
break. Washington had won three
in a row, picking up points in nine
straight games (7-0-2).

Mats Zuccarello and Derick
Brassard had two assists apiece
for the Rangers.

Evgeny Kuznetsov and Alex
Ovechkin scored for the Capitals.

Lightning 4, Penguins 3: Tyler
Johnson scored three goals and
host Tampa Bay snapped a 10-
game losing streak to Pittsburgh.

Tampa Bay, 3-5-1 in the last
nine games, also got a goal and
two assists from Nikita Kucherov.
Ondrej Palat had three assists
in the Lightning’s first win over
Pittsburgh since Nov. 17, 2011.

Bruins 5, Predators 3: Loui
Eriksson and Brad Marchand
scored two goals apiece and Pa-
trice Bergeron had three assists
for Boston in a win over visiting
Nashville.

David Krejci also scored for
the Bruins. Tuukka Rask made
22 saves for Boston.

Canadiens 3, Islanders 1:
Carey Price made 37 saves, and
Andrei Markov and Brendan
Gallagher scored second-period
goals as Montreal cooled off host
New York.

Jets 5, Blackhawks 1: Mathieu
Perreault scored two goals while
extending his point streak to eight
games, and Winnipeg routed host
Chicago.

Bryan Little also had his
team-best 13th goal as Winnipeg
stopped Chicago’s eight-game
home winning streak.

Hurricanes 2, Devils 1 (SO):
Chris Terry scored the only goal

of the shootout and Anton Khudo-
bin came up big late in winning
for the first time this season as
goal-starved Carolina defeated
host New Jersey.

Flyers 5, Wild 2: Wayne Sim-
monds scored the go-ahead goal
late in the second period, lifting
visiting Philadelphia over Minne-
sota for its third straight win.

Vincent Lecavalier, Claude Gir-
oux, Sean Couturier and Michael
Raffl also scored for the Flyers.

Maple Leafs 4, Stars 0: Jona-
than Bernier made 43 saves for
his second shutout of the season
as Toronto beat host Dallas.

James van Riemsdyk had a
goal and two assists for the Maple
Leafs, who snapped a three-game
losing streak.

Red Wings 6, Sabres 3: Tomas
Tatar had a pair of power-play
goals in the third period and De-
troit ended a six-game slide with
a victory over visiting Buffalo.

Tatar’s 13th goal of the season
gave the Red Wings the lead for
good with 8:20 to play.

Coyotes 5, Oilers 1: Sam Gag-
ner had two goals and two as-
sists against his former team as
Arizona handed host Edmonton
its eighth consecutive defeat and
19th in 20 games.

Martin Erat, Keith Yandle and
Brandon Gormley also scored
for the Coyotes, who won for the
third time in their last 13 games
— with all three victories coming
against Edmonton.

Avalanche 5, Blues 0: Semyon
Varlamov returned from an inju-
ry and stopped 26 shots in his sec-
ond shutout of the season, leading
host Colorado past slumping St.
Louis.

Jarome Iginla, Alex Tanguay
and Ryan O’Reilly each had a
goal and an assist for Colorado,
which has won three in a row and
is 4-0-2 in its last six games. The
Avalanche (13-13-8) reached .500
for the first time this season.
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Magrk J. TerrIL/AP

Lakers guard Wayne Ellington, left, puts up a shot as Warriors
forward Harrison Barnes defends Tuesday in Los Angeles.

Roundup

Sans Kobe, Lakers
surprise Warriors

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bry-
antwasn’tanywhere in sight when
the Los Angeles Lakers pulled off
one of the most stunning upsets of
the NBA season so far.

Carlos Boozer scored 18 points
in his new role off the bench, and
the Lakers built a 24-point cush-
ion against the league-leading
Golden State Warriors and hung
on for a 115-105 victory Tuesday.

Bryant, the NBA’s No. 3 career
scorer, sat out for the first time
this season to rest his tired legs.
The decision was made by coach
Byron Scott, who had been hint-
ing at it for days.

“Looking at our schedule com-
ing up, I just thought it was a good
time to give him a day of rest
and let him prepare for the next
game,” Scott said. “Kobe told me
last night, anyway, ‘Coach, what-
ever you want me to do. Just let me
know.’ So he’s on board with it.”

The 36-year-old Bryant is av-
eraging 35.5 minutes through 27

games.

“I think this is something that
has to happen periodically,” Scott
said. “You've got to remember
— this is 19 years in this league.
That’s an unbelievable career. I
don’t care how much his mind is
willing. You’re not going to be able
to play 82 games at the level that
he is accustomed to playing. So
sometimes, you have to give him
days off as well as games off.”

Wayne Ellington made his first
start for the Lakers in Bryant’s
place and scored 12 points in 25
minutes, one of seven Lakers in
double figures.

“It was a good team win. We
just had a lot of energy and it was
a lot of fun from the start,” said
Nick Young. “From the locker-
room to the court, we felt good.
Some guys just played free to-
night and did their thing. They
had no handcuffs on them.

Stephen Curry had 22 points

and six assists for the Warriors,
who lost for only the fourth time
in 27 games.

Cavaliers 125, Timberwolves
104: Kevin Love scored 20 points
in his first game against Minne-
sota, Kyrie Irving added 29 and
host Cleveland pulled away in the
second half.

Trail Blazers 115, Thun-
der 111 (OT): Damian Lillard
scored 40 points, making a tying
three-pointer with three seconds
left in regulation, and visiting
Portland rallied from a 13-point,
fourth-quarter deficit.

Bulls 99, Wizards 91: Der-
rick Rose scored 25 points and
Pau Gasol had 18 as visiting Chi-
cago won its fourth straight.

Hawks Clippers 104:
DeMarre Carroll scored a career-
high 25 points and host Atlanta
rallied from a 13-point deficit for
its fifth straight victory.

76ers 91, Heat 87: Michael
Carter-Williams scored 20 points,
Luc Mbah a Moute added 19 and
visiting Philadelphia erased a 23-
point, second-half deficit.

Suns 124, Mavericks 115:
Eric Bledsoe got his second career
triple-double and host Phoenix
won its fourth in a row in its high-
est-scoring game of the season.

Nets 2, Nuggets 96: Joe
Johnson scored 27 points, Mason
Plumlee added 19 points and a ca-
reer-high 13 rebounds, and host
Brooklyn rallied in the fourth
quarter to beat Denver.

Magic 100, Celtics 95: Tobias
Harris scored 19 points and host
Orlando hung on to beat Boston.

Pacers Pelicans 84:
George Hill scored 15 points in
21 minutes after missing the first
28 games with a left knee injury,
leading host Indiana.

Hornets 108, Bucks 101:
Kemba Walker scored 27 points
and Gerald Henderson added 16
as Charlotte held off host Mil-
waukee for its season-high fourth
straight victory.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic
GB
Toronto -
Brooklyn 9
10%
New York 17%
Philadelphia 4 23 . 7
Southeast Division
Atlanta 1 7 .750
Washington 9 8 704 1%
Miami 3 16 448 8%
Orlando 1 20 355 1%
Charlotte 0 19 .345 11%
Central Division
Chicago 9 9 679 —
Cleveland 7 10 630 1%
Milwaukee 4 15 483 5k
Indiana 0 19 345 9%
Detroit 5 23 179 14
Western Conference
Southwest Division
L Pct GB
Memphis 7750 —
Houston 1 Y2
Dallas 2
San Antonio 3%
New Orleans 7
Northwest Divi
Portland 3
Oklahoma City 3 9l
Denver 2 10%
Utah 9 13%
Minnesota 5 16%
Golden State -
. Clippers
Phoenix 8l
Sacramento 1
L.A. Laker 14%

Tue: BK 'S games
Chicago 99, Washington 91
Grlando 100, Boston 95

ar 4
Atlanta 107, L.A. Clippers 104
Philadelphia 91, Miami 87
Brooklyn 102, Denver

Oklahoma City 111, OT
101

al
L.A. Lakers 115,

No games schedule
hursday’s games
Washington at New York

as 115
olden state 105
gam

Houston at Memphis

n Antonio at New Orleans
Charlotte at Oklahoma City
L.A. Lakers at Dalla
Minnesota at Denver
Philadelphia at Portland
Phoenix at Sacramento

Tuesday
Lakers 115, Warriors 105

GOLDEN STATE — Barnes 2-6 0-0 5,

-5 1-2 9, Ku;
-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-84 15-
S — Johnson 5-102-2 14, Daz-

Golden State
LA. Lakers
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 12-

24 24 25 32-105
29 32 20-115

6 (Thompson 4-8, Barbosa 2-3, Holiday
-4, Curry 2-5, Barnes 1-1, Iguodala 1-3,
ush 0-1, Speights 0-1), L.A. Lakers 12-26
Lin 3.5, price 37, Johnson 2-4, Elling-
n 2-4,’ You % 2-6). d Out—None.
RaboundsGelden stave 35 (Los 7o LA

ozer 9). Assists—Golden
t: 6), LA. Lakers 28 (Pnce
8 Total Fouls Golden State 18, LA. Lak-
s 15. A—18,997 (18,997).

Trail Blazers 115,
Thunder 111 (0T)

POR’TI.ANB —ZscFrabbe Za 005 A:-
Iard 91 21 10-11'40, Matthews 5- 15 1 122,
Kamanssoos Blake 1-4 2-2 5, McCol-
lum 2. Robinson 0-2 0- 2 0, Wright
1- 1002 Totalszsslzz 24115,

—~"Jones 0-5 0-0
o, o 714 0% 16. Adams 3-4 1-1 7,
Westbrook 16-34 7-9 40, Roberson 1-5 0-
02, Jackson 8-17 4-4 21, Perkins 2-4 0-0
4, Morrow 4-9 0-0 10, Collison 4-4 1-1 9,
Smith 1-5 0-0 2, Lamb 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 46°
101 13-15 111.

Portland 19 35 19 25 17-115
OklahomaCity 26 17 30 25 13-111
Three-Point Goals—Portland 17-31

, McCollum

qillard 812, Matthews 58,
55 Erabbe-1-5, Blake 1 L4 Aldridge 0-1),
Oklahoma cnys 19 (Ibaka 2-3, Mort
5, Jack: son 1-2, westbronk 1.5, Jones 0 2,
Roberson 0-2). aka,

ou
Technicals—Aldridde, Freeland, Adams,
Ibaka,  Westbrook. ' Ejected—Aldridge,
Ibaka. A~ 18,203 (16,203,

Suns 124, Mavericks 115

DALLAS — Parsons 3: 3+ 9 o 0 7, Now\tzkl

1S Vilanueva T,
18, Jefferson 0-11-2 1, Harris 1-5 1-

h 2-22-26, Barea 4-7 0-0 8, Powell
29 115.

15 19 29 41-115
Phoe! 36 35-124
Three Point Goals—| Dal\as 9-25 (Vil-
lanueva 4-9, Nowitzki 2-3, Rondo 1-1, El-
lis 1-, Parsons 15, Barea 0-1, Harris 0-
2), Phce nix 13-33 (Green 6-9, Tucke
agic 2-6, Mark.Morris 1

Len. Rebound

enix 26. Technicals—Dallas Coach
Carlisle. A—18,055 (18,055).

Pacers 96, Pelicans 84

NEW ORLEANS — Babbitt 3-5 1-2 10,
Davis 8-18 5-6 21, Asik 3-6 0-2 6, Holiday
7-212-2 16, Evans 6-13 2-3 14, Rivers 1-5 2-
2 4, Anderson 1-8 2-2 4, Cunningham 2-
0.0'4, Ajinca 1-1 0-0 2, Salmons 1-1 0:0 3,
Totals 3383 141084,

ANA — S.Hill 6-11 0-0 13, West 6-8

1- z 13 Hibbert 5-10 4-6 14, Watson 5-10

0-0 10, Stuckey 2-6 1-2 6, Allen 4-5 0-0 8,

Miles 4-13 2-2'11, G.Hill 5-8 3-4 15, Scola
2:72-26. Totals 39-7813-18%.

1421 23-84

New Orle:
Indlana 14 20 26 26-9
e-Point Goals—New Orleans 4-
20 (Eabbm 3- o Salmon 1-1, Rivers
vans 0-2, Hol 0.5, Anderson 0-6), In-
dlana 5-15 (G Hn 2 3, Stuckey 1-1, S.Hill
1-3, Miles n 0-3). Fouled Out—
An 3 nde—ow Orleans 54
(Evans 11), Indiana 45 (Allen. West 7).

4 b
leans 18, Indiana 19. A—17,336 (18, 155)
Magic 100, Celtics 95

— J.Green 2-6 0-0 4, sumnger

6-12 4-4 18, Vucevic 8-12 2-2 18, Payfon 6-
10 0-2 12, Oladipo 2-15 4-5 8, Fryes -5 0-0
8, Fournier 2-9 3-6 7, B.Gordon 4-4 0-0 8,
Dedmon 1-30:02. Totals 35 83 1523100,

— 95

Oriando 21 xz 15-100
Three Point Goals—Boston 7-23 (Brad-
urner 1-2, ol nyk 1-3, Nelson

1%, Bass 01, .6ré DlPsse 01,

Crowder oL Sullmger 0-2), or\ando 7 18
i uinn 2-4,

orz Foarnier 0-4), Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 53 (Zeller

10), Orlando 58 (0'Quinn 13). Assists—

Boston 22 (Nelson 11), Orlando 23 (Pay-

ton 7). Total Fouls—Boston 21, Orlando

21. A—17,489 (18,500).

76ers 91, Heat 87
PHILADELPHIA — Covington 3-11

11, Mbah a Moute 8-16 3-4 19, Noel 0-5
L Carter-Williams 9-18 0-0 20, Sampso

:»-‘>
Phs

4, Colé 2-8 2-2 7, Granger 2-7.0
36006 Whiteside 0-20-0 0. Totals 33-80
Philadelphia 19 23 31 18-91
32 2 9-87
Three-Point_Goals—Philadelphia 5-19
(Carter-williams 2-4, Grant 12, McDan-
vington 1'5, Sims 0-1, Mb:
Moute 6- 2.5ampson 5, Miami .36 (Wil
anger 2-3, Cole 1-3, Chalmers
1T Beng 16, Fanis 03, Wade 0-3). Fouled
Out—None. Reboun
(Noel 10), Miami 53 (Haslem 8). Assists—
Philadelphia 11 (Carter-Williams ), Mi-
mi 13 (Wade 6). Total Fouls—Philadel-
phia 20, Miami 19, A—19,600 (19,600).

Nets 102, Nuggets 96
DENVER — Chandler 5-17 0-0 11, Faried
8-11 4-5 20, Mozgov 1-7 3-4 5, Lawson 10-
20 5-6 29, Afﬂa\o 4-10 1-2 11, Hickson 4-7
2-2 10, Robinson 14002.Gee01222.
Nurklc 3 5 0 1 6. Totals 36-82 17-22 96.

Bogdancvlc 2-70-0 5, Jefferson 1-2 1-2 3.
Totals 43-91 10-14 102.

21 21 23 19- 9%

Brooklyn 30 28 18 26-102

Three-Point Goals—Denver 7-25 (Law-

son 4-8, Afflalo 2-6, Chandler 1-9, Rob-

iy 45 (Plumlee 13). A r
Uwson S Brakiin 33 sk 8. Total
Fouls—Denter 15, Brookiyn 19. Techn

als—Denyer defensive fhree second.
A17.080 (17,759).

Hawks 107, Clippers 104
L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 1-6 3-4 6, Grif-
fin 9-17 3-4 21, Jordan 7-11 1-4 15, Paul 7-
18 2-2 19, Redick 6-11 3-5 18, Davis 0-2 2-4
2, Crawford 5-19 5-5 18, Bullock 0-1 0-0 0,
Turkoglu 1-3 0-0 2, Farmar 1-4 0-0 3. To-
ta\s 37-9219-28 104.
ATLANTA — Carroll 9-12 2-3 25, Millsap
4-12 8-9 17, Horford 7-18 6-8 20, Schroder
2-8 1-2 5, Korver 4-9 2-2 14, Brand1212
3, Sefolosha 3-5 2-2 9, Teague 3-8 2-3 9,
SCD 1-13-4 5, Bazemore 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
34-76 27-35 107.
L.A. Clippers 25 32 26 21-104
Atlanta 31 19 31 26-107
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 11-
29 (Redick 3-6, Paul 3-7, Crawford 3-7,
Farmar 1-2, Barnes 1-4, Turkoglu 0-1,
Bullock 0-1, Griffin 0-1), Atlanta 12-23
(Carroll 5-6, Korver 4-7, Sefolosha 1-2,
Teague 1-3, Millsap 1-4, Horford 0-1).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clip-
pers 62 (Jordan 22), Atlanta 52 (Carroll
10). Assists—L.A. Clippers 26 (Griffin 11),
Atlanta 28 (Millsap 7). Total Fouls—L.
Clippers 23, Atlanta 21. Technicals—schr
roder. A—19,191 (18,729).

Hornets 108, Bucks 101
HARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 4-10 2-2
10, Zeller 1-4 4-4 6, Jefferson 6-11 0-0 12,
Walker 9-18 8-10 27, Henderson 6-10 7-8
20, Hairston 4-7 0-0 10, Williams 4-6 0-0
12, Neal 0-9 5-6 5, Biyombo 1-2 2-6 4, Rob-
erts 1 5 0 D 2. Totals 36-82 28-36 108.

Knight 13-21 4-4 34, Mayo 3-8 0-0 7, Ilyas-
ova 2-8 0-0 4, Pachulia 1-6 1-1 3, Dudley
4-9 0-0 10, Bayless 4-7 0-0 8, Marshall 1-
31-1 3, Middleton 5-7 1-2 12. Totals 39-82
15-20 101.

Charlotte 28 26 34 20-108
Milwaukee 30 26 24 21-101
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte  8-21

(williams 45‘ Hairston 2-4, Henderson
1-1, Walker Roberts 0-2, Neal 0-5),
Wilwhukee 821 (Knight 4-7, Dudley 2°
5, Middleton 1-2, Mayo 1-2, Bayless 0-1,
Niarsnall 0.1, llyasova 0-3). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Charlotte 57 (Jefferson
9), Milwaukee 45 (Sanders 8). Assists—
Charlotte 21 (Walker, Henderson, Roberts
4), Milwaukee 25 (Knight 5). Total Fouls—
Charlotte 21, Milwaukee 25. Technicals—
Mayo, Sanders. A—14,653 (18,717).

Cavaliers 125, T-wolves 104

MINNESOTA — Muhammad 7-17 4-6

Budinger 2-4 2-2 7, Williams 3-8 0-0 6,
Bennett 0-40-00, Adrien 1-20-02, Daniels

0-10-0 0, Hummel 2-2 0-0 4, Roblnson [l
00121 Totals 39-88 22.29 1

ELAND ~ James 8164 24, Love

51191150, Varejao 3-50-06, Irving 12-19
3-329, Miller 0-10-0 0, Waiters 512 7-8 19,
Thompson 2-4 1-2 5, Dellavedova 1-5 0-0
3, Marion 5-7 1-2 11, Haywood 1-1 0-0 2,
Jones 1-2 0-0 3, Harris 1-10-0 3, Price 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 42°84 25-31 125.

Minnesota 26 30 23 25-104

Cleveland 27 31 32 29-125

Three-Point _Goals—Minnesota 4-13
(Wiggins 3-3, Budinger 1-2, Daniels 0-
1, LaVine 0-1, Muhammad 0-2, Williams
). Cleveland 12:24 James 4-7, Irving
2-4, Waiters 2-4, Harris 1-1, Jones 1-2,
fove 12, Dellavedova 13, Niller 0-1).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Minne-
sota 51 (Dieng 11), Cleveland 51 (Love
10). Assists—Minnesota 25 (Williams 7),
Cleveland 24 (Irving, Waiters, Love
Total Fouls—Minnesota 23, Cleveland 23.
Technicals—Minnesota defensive three
second 2. A—20,562 (20,562).

Bulls 99, Wizards 91

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 0-2 0-0 0, Gasol
7-13 3-3 18, Noah 4-12 0-2 8, Rose 10-17
4-4 25, ).Butler 4- 13 2 4 11 Bmoks 5-13
3-5 13, Gibson 5: e 2-4 0-0
5 erollc 2 5 241, Snen o- 1 600, Totals

WASHINGTON — Pierce 4-10 2-5 12,
Humphries 4-9 0-0 8, Gortat 5-15 4-4 14,
Wall 9-16 0-0 18, Beal 6-121-2 15‘ Nene 3-
10 2-3 8, R.Butler , Miller 4-6 0-08,
1- 15902 SeraDhln 1301 2. Totals

21 25 24 29-99
20 20 25 26-91

Three-Point  Goals—Chicago_~ 5-17
(Gasol 1-1, Moore 1-1, erotlc 1- 3 Rose
13, JButler 1-4, Dunleavy 00ks
0-3), Washington 5-9 (Beal 23 Plerce
2-4, R.Butler 1-2). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Chicago 63 (Noah 11), Washing-
ton 48 (Gortat 11). Assists—Chicago 20
(Brooks 6), Washington 21 (Wall 9). Total
Fouls—Chicago 14, Washington 17. Tech-
nicals—Chicago defensive three second,
Gortat. A—20,356 (20,308).

Calendar
10-day contracts can be
10 — Contracts guaranteed for

rest 0' season.
Feb. 1315 — All-Star weekend, New

York.
Feb. 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).
April 15 — Last day of regular season.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NFL

ERic Jamison/AP

UNLV’s Rashad Vaughn celebrates a 71-67 win over No. 3 Arizona

on Tuesday in Las Vegas. Vaughn
Top 25 roundup

scored 21 points in the upset.

UNLV celebrates
upset of Arizona

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Instead of ab-
sorbing blows from one of col-
lege basketball’s elite programs,
UNLV attacked. Driving hard
to the basket, crashing in for of-
fensive rebounds and stepping in
to take charges, the Rebels had
Arizona on its heels instead of the
other way around.

The result was one of UNLV’s
biggest wins in recent years and a
wild celebration inside the Thom-
as and Mack Center.

Christian Wood had 24 points
and 10 rebounds, Rashad Vaughn
added 21 points and Patrick
McCaw had a key steal in the clos-
ing seconds to help UNLV knock
off No. 3 Arizona 71-67 Tuesday
night.

“I thought we were going to
win this game,” Vaughn said.
“We were focused as a team and
at shootaround I had a feeling we
were going win this.”

Facing the highest-ranked team
to play at the Thomas and Mack
Center since 1998, UNLV (8-3)
refused to back down against an
Arizona team that’s expected to
make a deep March run.

Stanford 74, No. 9 Texas 71
(OT): Anthony Brown scored a
season-best 25 points and Chas-
son Randle added 22 to help visit-
ing Stanford knock off Texas for
its first on the road against a top-
10 team since 2008.

Brown gave Stanford (7-3) a
one-pointlead by making adriving
shot with 1:08 left in overtime.

Texas’ Jonathan Holmes sent
the game to overtime with a jump
shot from the free throw line with
25 seconds remaining.

No. 4 Louisville 80, Cal State
Northridge 55: Wayne Blacks-
hear hit his first seven shots en
route to a career-high 31 points
for the host Cardinals.

After a five-point effort Satur-
day at Western Kentucky, Blacks-
hear made four three-pointers en
route to scoring 16 of Louisville’s
first 21 points.

No. 7 Villanova 92, NJIT 67:
Dylan Ennis scored 17 points,
Ryan Arcidiacono matched a sea-

Eric Jamison/AP

UNLV forward Christian Wood
drives to the basket against
Arizona center Kaleb Tarczewski
on Tuesday. Wood had a double-
double in UNLV's victory.

son high with 16 and host Villano-
va shot 54 percent from the field
to survive an early upset scare.

Daniel Ochefu added 13 points
and 10 rebounds for the Wildcats
(12-0).

Four players hit double figures
for NJIT (5-8), which stunned
Michigan earlier this month.

No. 11 Wichita State 80, Ha-
waii 79: At Honolulu, Rashard
Kelly grabbed a rebound and put
back a short bank shot with 3.8
seconds left in overtime to send
the Shockers to final of the Dia-
mond Head Classic.

Ron Baker led Wichita State
(10-1) with 17 points on another
horrid shooting night, though he
came up with a key block to send
the game into overtime.

No. 14 Utah 80, South Dakota
State 66: Freshman Brekkott
Chapman scored a career-high 22
points to help the host Utes cruise.

Follow the leaders

Solid leadership
a shared trait
for successful
Patriots, Spurs

By Howarp ULMAN
The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Massachu-
setts — Tom Brady and the New
England Patriots are aiming for
their fourth Super Bowl title.

Tim Duncan and the San Anto-
nio Spurs are going for their sixth

NBA championship.
Different  sports.  Similar
dynasties.

“They’re builtand designed cul-
turally very similarly,” said Scott
Pioli, head of the Patriots player
personnel department during the
championship seasons, “know-
ing who the leader is and making
sure that people are going to fit in
with what the leadership wants
and how they want to do it.”

Stability at the top is crucial to
both teams’ success.

Brady is in his 15th season,
Duncan his 18th. They’re humble
superstars who set a team-first
example.

Bill Belichick has coached the
Patriots to 11 division titles in the
past 12 seasons and has home-
field advantage throughout the
AFC playoffs for the fourth time
in five years. Gregg Popovich has
led the Spurs to the playoffs in 17
of his 18 full seasons as coach.

Longtime owners Robert Kraft
and Peter Holt have made it clear
‘who has authority — Belichick on
the Patriots, Popovich and gen-
eral manager R.C. Buford on the
Spurs.

And there’s mutual admiration.

“Any successful franchise has
good synergy between owner-
ship, management and coaches,”
Popovich said. The Patriots “ob-
viously have that. It’s a fantastic
organization.”

Belichick
compliment.

“I love the way he coaches that
team,” the Patriots leader said. “T
admire it.”

Belichick and Popovich are the
longest serving active coaches in
their leagues. They demand pre-
cision in practices and games,
stress team over individual suc-

returned the

CHartLes Krupa/AP

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady answers a reporter’s
question during a media availability on Tuesday. Since Brady became
a starter in 2001, they have the best record in the four major
American pro sports leagues, with the San Antonio Spurs second.

cess, and treat their stars like
their other players.

‘When they mess up, Brady and
Duncan hear about it.

“The Spurs and the Patriots
have a collection of guys that are
over themselves,” said Los An-
geles Clippers coach Doc Rivers,
who became friendly with Belich-
ick while coaching the Boston
Celtics. “Pop talks about that all
the time, and so does Belichick: ‘T
need guys to be over themselves
and about the team.””

Duncan passes to Tony Parker
for baskets. Brady throws to Rob
Gronkowski for touchdowns.

“When you have a superstar
player that is humble and buys in
and is willing to do what’s best for
the team, that sets the tone for the
rest of the team,” Patriots special
teams star Matthew Slater said.
“Looking at Tim Duncan from

afar, you definitely see that. And
then being in the locker room with
Thomas, it’s the same thing.”

That constant excellence has
come in an era when parity and
salary caps mitigate against it.

The Patriots won Super Bowls
in the 2001, 2003 and 2004 sea-
sons. Since Brady became a
starter in 2001, they have the best
record in the four major Ameri-
can pro sports leagues with the
Spurs second.

The Spurs won NBA titles in
1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2014.
Since Duncan arrived in 1997,
they’re first in winning percent-
age with the Patriots second.

“Your success is very much de-
pendent on the person next to you,
and their ability and dependabil-
ity in those two sports,” Pioli said.
“It’s about the players being able
to respond to the great leader.”

Broncos send league-high 9 to Pro Bowl

Quarterback Tony Romo will be going for the fourth
time. Dez Bryant, Travis Frederick, Zack Martin, De-
Marco Murray and Tyron Smith were also honored.

By Stmm1 BuTTAR
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The AFC West champion Denver
Broncos led the NFL with nine players selected for

the Pro Bowl on Tuesday.

Quarterback Peyton Manning was picked for the
14th time. Joining Manning from the Broncos will
be Ryan Clady, Chris Harris, Von Miller, Aqib Talib,
Demaryius Thomas, Julius Thomas, T.J. Ward and
DeMarcus Ware. Denver also led the league with

five defensive players selected.

The NFC East champion Dallas Cowboys were
second with six selections for the Jan. 25 game in
Glendale, Arizona, site of the Super Bowl.

Othernotable players selected included Super Bowl-
winning quarterbacks New England’s Tom Brady
(10th selection), Green Bay’s Aaron Rodgers (fourth),
and Pittsburgh’s Ben Roethlisberger (third).

The Super Bowl champion Seattle Seahawks were
one of six teams with five players. Not enough, ac-
cording to one of their stars.

“It’s kind of frustrating because you sometimes

feel like your

are getting for

Sherman said.

being on a good team,” defensive back Richard
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Vikings rookie

Teddy
four straight ymes. He has imp

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

more than 70 percent of his passes in
with his

Vikings QB Bridgewater
ending on a high note

By JoN KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS—The Minne-
sota Vikings have endured quite a
season, losing star running back
Adrian Peterson to legal issues,
three-fifths of their offensive line
to injury and never really threat-
ening in the NFC playoff picture
after midseason.

In the end, all the drama off
the field and the struggles on it
may be worthwhile for first-year
coach Mike Zimmer.

That’s because Teddy Bridge-
water is finishing the season on a
high note and appears ready to put
an end to the franchise’s seeming-
ly endless search for a long-term
solution at quarterback.

The rookie first-round draft
pick has completed more than
70 percent of his passes in four
straight games. He has topped
300 yards in two of those games
and thrown seven touchdowns
and four interceptions — one on
a desperation pass at the halftime
buzzer — in that stretch.

It's a promising trend that
backs up the faith Zimmer and of-
fensive coordinator Norv Turner
have expressed in him all season.

“Early in the year I just strug-

gled and I wasn’t playing good
football,” Bridgewater said after
a 37-35 loss in Miami on Sunday.

“Norv Turner said something
to us a couple of weeks back and
he told us that we were going to
be playing the best football in
December. If you think about it
we've been playing pretty good
for the most part.”

Bridgewater was pressed into
duty sooner than the Vikings had
planned when Matt Cassel was
lost for the season with a foot
injury against the New Orleans
Saints on Sept. 21

Bridgewaterthrew for317 yards
in his first career start to beat the
Atlanta Falcons, but struggled
with inaccuracy, especially on
throws down the field, through
the first half of the season.

He threw three interceptions
in a loss to the Lions and was just
21-for-37 (57 percent) while miss-
ing several wide open receivers
in a 24-21 loss to the Packers on
Nov. 23, typical issues for a rookie
quarterback.

Since then, he’s been much
sharper.

He went 19-for-26 for 259 yards
with two touchdowns and an in-
terception against the Dolphins’
fourth-ranked pass defense on

Sunday and continues to impress
coaches and teammates with his
unfl

Scorebhoard
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Quarterbacks

Turner opened his weekly news
conference last week with an im-
passioned defense of Bridgewa-
ter, lauding his ability to keep
playing in a makeshift offense
that includes a No. 1 receiver in
Charles Johnson who was signed
off the Cleveland Browns’ prac-
tice squad in September.

“It’s pretty incredible to me
what he’s done, how he’s handled
it, the things he’s gotten done and
what he’s really done is made
everyone around him better and
that’s a quality that you’re looking
for,” Turner said.

The Vikings (6-9) host the
Bears (5-10) on Sunday in the
season finale, one more chance
for Bridgewater and the offense
to build some momentum going
into the offseason.

“I think the last five games you
can kind of tell our offense is play-
ing a lot better and we're starting
to play well in Norv’s system,”
left tackle Matt Kalil said. “He’s a
great offensive coordinator. Once
you kind of get things clicking on
all cylinders, it could be a great
offense.”

Eom Vds1 Inf
Roethlisberger, PIT 570 384 4¢
P. Manning, DEN 560 374 4454 1!
Brady, NWE 566 365 4029
P. Rivers, SND 536 359 3995 1
ucl 600 370 4601 1
|tzpatrlck HOU 312 197 2483
Ale. Smith, KAN 64 303 3265
Tannehill, MIA 551 369 3786 1
Flacco, BAL 519 322 3674 1
K. Orton, BUF 424 271 2842 1
Rushers
Att Yds Avg T
ell, PI 1341 4.
A. Foster, HOU 2551223 4.
Forsett, BAL 218 1147 5.
Je. Hill, CIN 1991024 5.15 8
J. Charles, KAN 9 79 5.07 6!
L. Miller, MIA 197 921 4.
Ivol ) 85 792 4.287.
C.. Anderson, DEN 1 62 4.
Bernard, CIN 165 672 4.07 89t
Chr. Johnson NY) 145 13 4. 47
Receivers
o Yds A g LG TD
An. Brown, PIT 122 1570 12.9 54t 12
Dem. Thomas, DEN 103 1504 14.6 86t 11
E. Sanders. DEN 951331 14.0 9
Edelman, NWE 92 972 10.6 6! 4
Hilton, IND 821345 16.47: 7
Gronkowski, NWE 821124 13.7 46t 12
J. Landry, MIA 79 03 .9 5
K. Allen, SND 83 10.2 4
L. Bell, PIT 77 74 10.1 3
And. Johnson, HOU 75 802 10.7 2
Punters
No Yds LG Avg
Anger, JAX 41 69 47.4
Koch, B 54 2562 73 47.4
McAfee, IND 64 3018 61 47..
Huber, CIN 70 3271 69 46.
Ry. Allen, NWE 62 2886 67 46.
Lechler, HOU 77 3567 71 46.:
Kern, TEI 81 3735 69 46..
Fields, MIA 53 2438 60 46.
Quigley, NYJ 76 3492 69 45.
Scifres, SND 55 2516 72 45.
Punt Returners
No Yds Avg LGTI
Edelman, NWE 4 294 12.3 84t
Ad. Jones, CIN 2 262 11.9 47
De’. Thomas, KAN 0 336 11.2 81t
Jac. Jones, BAL 9 275 9.5 45
McKelvin, BUF 183 8.7 2
n. Brown, PIT '8 235 84 36
J. Landry, MIA 204 82 3
Kerley, NYJ 75 41
Carrie, OAK 6 195 7.5 27
Burse, DEN 9 211 7.3 22
Kickoff Returners
Yds Avg LGTI
Ad. Jones, CIN 2 730 33.2
Jac. Jones, BAL 957 30.9 108t
Davis, KAN 28.7
J. Landry, MIA 847 282 74
Todman, JAX 939 254 40
Harvin, NYJ 495 248 65
Amendola, NWE 2 24.1 1
L. Washington, TEN 598 23.0 50
L. Murray, 429 226 38
Scoring
Touchdowns
TDRush RecRet P!
J. Charles, KAN 5
An. Brown, PIT 12 0
A. Foster, HOU 4 0
G , SND 12 0
Gronkowskl NWE 12 0
Thomas, DEN 12 0
Dem. Thomas, DEN 1 0
L. Bell, PIT 3 0
To. Smith, BAL 10 0
M. Wallace, MIA 10 0
licking
PAT FG P
-51 32-34 1.
Vinatieri, IND -47 28-28 1
. Carpenter, BUF -30 33-37 1.
Bullock, HOU 37 30-35 1.
Suisham, PIT -42 27-30 1.
Sturgis, MIA -38 28-35 1.
Tucker, BAL -40 27-32 1.
Nuﬁent.ClN -37 25-31 1
Folk, NYJ -19 29-35 1
Novak SND -39 22-25 1
AFC team statistics
OFFENSE
Yards sh
Pittsburgh 415.4 4.9
Indianapolis .. 3..
Denver 9.
New England 7.
Baltimore 6.
Cincinnati g
Houston 5.
San Diego 3.
Cleveland 7.4
Kansas City 0.
Buffalo 1.
N.Y. Jets 5.
Tennessee 7.
Jacksonville 0.
Oakland 8.
Denver
Buffalo
N.Y. Jets
Kansas City
Miami
Baltimore
San Diego
New England
akland
Indianapolis
Pittsbur
Houston
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Jacksonville
Tennessee

NFC individual statistics

Quarterbacks
t Com Vds 'ID Inf
omo, DAL 401 282 3.
A.Rodgers, GBY 498 324 4155 6
Brees, NOR 621 432 467 2 1.
tyan, 1 386 8 1.
R. Wilson, SEA 427 268 323 0
C. Palmer, ARI 24 141 162 1
E.Manning, NYG 548 351 398: 9 1.
Cutler, CHI 525 347 364( 8 1
Sanchez, PHL 273 175 212 2 1
M. Stafford, DET 561 343 404( 9 1.
Rushers
Att Yds Avg LG TD
D.Murtay.DAL 373 1745 4.68 511
Lynch, SEA 266 1246 4.68 79t 1.
L MCCOYv PHL 296 1220 4.12 5
220 1039 4.72 4
K¥forris, was 353 1031 41
Forte, CHI 249 987 3.9¢
Gore, SNF 0 962 4.18 5:
Ma. Ingram, NOR 212 907 4.2
R.Wilson, SEA 112 842 7.5
J. Bell, DET 210 0 3.8
Receivers
No Yds A LGTD
Ju. Jones, ATL 100 1535 15.4 79
G. Tate, DET 1286 13.4 7.
Forte, CHI 94 785 8.
J. Nelson, GBY 92 1433 80t 1.
Cobb, GBY 87 1207 70t 1
D. Bryant, DAL 84 1221 68t 1
Jeffery, CHI 3 1099 1
Maclin, PHL 82 1269 1
G, Olsen, C 981
Ma. Bennett, CHI 82 857
Yds LG Ave
Way, WAS 3 7
ee, SNF 3173 71
Sa. Martin, DET 64 2986 71
Hekker, STL 3474 61
Morstea 534 63
Womhertor Nva 74 338 71
C. Jones, DAL 414 64
Bosher, ATL 2 281
Nortman, CAR 69 3091 67
Locke, MIN 3212 62
int Returners
lo Yds Ay LG TI
Sproles, PHL 7 491 1. 82t
T Austin, STL 5 391 112 78t
Ginn Jr., ARI 4 255 1 71t
Sherels MIN 6 266 1 5
Dw. Harrls, DAL 8 263 8
J. Ross, DET 1270 8
B. Ellington, SNF 3 188 2 23
Beckham Jr., 1 171 1 25
B. Walters, SEA 5 200 0 21
Roberts, WAS 6 193 7.4 37
Kickoff Returners
o Yds Avg LG TI
B. Cunningham, STL 32 883 27.6 75
C. Patterson, MIN 4 871 2 51
B. Ellington, SNF 4 614 25.¢ 8
Dw. Harris, DAL 8 687 24. 2
Hester, ATL 121021 24.
Ch. Williams, CHI 4 579 24.1101t
Roberts, W, 8 649 232 45
Du. Harris, GBY 2 456 20. 1
Ginn Jr., ARI 19 68 19.4 43
Tauchduwns
ush Rec Ret Pt:
M. Lynch, SEA 4
D. Bryant, DAL 14
. GBY
J. Nelson, GBY 1
D. Murray, DAL 1
Beckham Jr., NYG 1
M. Evans, TAM 1
Asiata, MIN
Forte, CHI
Cobb, GBY 1
Kickin,
A FG LG P
Parkey, PHL - -34 54 1.
Crosby, GBY - -32 55 1.
Hauschka, SE - -35 58 1.
at. Bryant, ATL - -3 4 1.
D. Bailey, DAL e -2 6 1
), CAR - -3 3 1
Catanzaro, ARI 2! -3, 1 1
Jos. Brown, NYG 42- -22 52 1
Dawson, SNF 3 -29 55 1
S. Graham, NOR 4 -22 50 1

NFC team stati:

New Orleans
Philadelphia
Green Bay

San rranc.sco
st.

Minnosota
Arizona,
Tampa Bay

Seattle
Detroit

San Francisco
Carolina
Green Bay
Washington
Minnesota
Dallas

st Louls

Phifadeiphia
Tampa Bay
N, Grants

icago
New Orleans
Atlanta




Friday, December 26, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 31

NFL

Playoff scenarios

NEW ENGLAND

a0
Has Tifnanca AFC
- West and clinches
vantage ' through- first-round b
out AFC playoffs
2 Win ort
= et s

CINCINNATI AT PITTSBURGH
Both have clmched playoff spot. Winner
clinches AFC Noi
Clnclnl:’ag Cllnches flrst round bye with
env

SAN DIEGO AT KANSAS CITY
§an Diego clinches playoff spot with win
Kansas City clinches playoff spot with
iR Bl BATHmOrS 1635 ARS Houston fos

2=

BALTIMORE Houst
(vs. cleveland) (vs. Jacksnnvllle)
Clinches * blayoft clinches ~ playoff

spot with win and
Baltimore loss and
San Diego loss

t with win and
) Diego loss

==

SeATT ARIZONA
(vs. ul ) (at San Francisco)
Cllnches 'NFC West Clinches NFC West
with win or Arizonaand first-round bye
los: with win and Se-
cnncnes home-field attle los:
ivani

e through- Cllncheshome field

Dut NF Iayoffs advantage through-
with out NFC  playoffs
with win and Seat-

Bay loss

attle loss and Ari-
zona loss

©

Packers eager for big-stakes game

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Mike McCarthy loves
the idea of his Green Bay Packers having
something significant to play for in Sunday’s
regular-season finale.

The Packers head coach has had teams
whose playoff positioning was locked in enter-
ing the final game of the season (2009, 2011),
and he’s had teams that faced win-and-you’re-
in scenarios (2010, 2013).

But Sunday’s NFC North championship
game against the Detroit Lions at Lambeau
Field gives McCarthy precisely what he
wants. The winner not only earns the NFC
North crown, it also get the NFC’s No. 2 seed
and the first-round playoff bye and divisional-
round home game that go with it. Even the top
NFC seed could come to the winner.

Both teams are 11-4, with the Lions having
won the first meeting 19-7 at Ford Field on
Sept. 21.

The loser Sunday will be a wild card and
would have to go on the road in the playoffs,
something the Packers, a perfect 7-0 at home,
would like to avoid.

“This is really how you want to go in to a
(potential playoff) bye week,” McCarthy said
Monday, one day after his team’s 20-3 victory
at Tampa Bay, which clinched the Packers’
sixth consecutive playoff berth.

In the 2009 regular-season finale at Arizo-
na, McCarthy played his starters extensively
even though he knew his team would be re-
turning to Arizona the following week for a
wild-card game. The Packers lost that post-
season game 51-45 in overtime.

In the 2011 finale against the Lions, the
Packers had the NFC’s No. 1 seed sewn up.
So McCarthy sat many of his key players,
including Aaron Rodgers. Following a first-
round bye, McCarthy’s team looked rusty in
a divisional-round loss to the eventual Super
Bowl-champion New York Giants at Lambeau
Field.

“If you look at some of the past experiences,
sitting a number of players, you have things

PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers will lead the Packers against the Lions on Sunday with the NFC

North and a

happen in the last game that are so different
from the last four games before that,” McCar-
thy said. “The fact of the matter, we’re playing
in a playoff-type game. I think it is exactly the
way you want to go into the playoffs.

“I think it’s great that Detroit and our re-
cords are the same and we’re playing for the
title. Yeah, I think this is exactly how you’d
want it. I know it’s how I'd prefer it.”

McCarthy acknowledged there’s a school of
thought that it’s better for a hot team to sim-
ply keep playing, and that a bye can stall mo-
mentum. Certainly in 2010, when the Packers
won the Super Bowl as the NFC’s sixth seed,
taking three straight road playoff games to
get there, they got on a roll. Green Bay won
its final two regular-season games to qualify
for the playoffs.

And last year, after Rodgers missed seven

d home game at stake.

starts with a broken left collarbone, the Pack-
ers beat the Bears at Soldier Field in the regu-
lar-season closer. That also amounted to the
NFC North title game.

But to McCarthy, this setup is ideal: a play-
off-style atmosphere with plenty on the line,
and a chance for a week off and a home play-
off game.

“I mean, byes are valuable. That’s why you
fight like crazy to be a No. 1 seed or a No. 2
seed,” said McCarthy. “Anytime you have
a chance to get that week off, I think it’s im-
portant. I know some people believe in keep
playing. We’ve done both. I think the bye is
very beneficial, regardless of the outcome of
the week after. It gives you a better chance
to get your team ready. At the end of the day,
the best preparation usually leads to a better
performance.”

Panthers making another strong finish

DETROIT AT GREEN BAY
Winner cllnches NFC North and first-
round
Betroit ‘clinches home:field advantage
throufjhout NFC play oﬁs with win and
e and Arizona
reen Bay clinches ome-field

By STEVE REED
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The
Carolina Panthers have used
another strong December push
under fourth-year coach Ron Ri-
vera to reclaim the NFC South
division lead.

Yes, the 6-8-1 Panthers.

Despite going more than two
months without a victory this
season, Carolina enters Week 17
in first place and needing a win or
tie Sunday at Atlanta to repeat as
division champion after climbing
back into the playoff hunt with a
3-0 December.

“Believe me, I always said it —
we’re in it,” Rivera said. “Again,
I'm making no apologies for being
init”

Strong finishes have become

advan
tage. thronghout NFC playoffs with win
and Seattle loss

CAROLINA at ATLANTA
Winner clinches NFC South

Other unlisted scenarios involve ties

cC since Rivera’s
arrival.

The Panthers are 14-3 in De-
cember games since Rivera took
over as coach in 2011. Only Bill
Belichick and the New England
Patriots have a better record (15-
2), according to STATS.

Rivera attributes Carolina’s
strong finish to incorporating
younger players into the lineup
late in the season, and his players

Bos LevERONE/AP

The Panthers’ Kelvin Benjamin
was one of a franchise-record
seven rookies to start on Sunday
against the Browns.

putting in extra work on the field
after practice.

“Alot of our guys stay after to do
the extra things, the little things,”
Rivera said. “A lot of our young
players do the little things. Proba-
bly the one thing I wish is we could
be better in the month of October

or late September, that’s for sure.”

In the midst of a seven-game
winless streak, the Panthers de-
cided to begin playing younger
— and in many cases, faster —
players. They got rid of veteran
wide receiver Jason Avant and
cornerback Antoine Cason and
benched safety Thomas DeCoud.

The result is a team that looks
different than the one that lined
up opening day.

The Panthers started a fran-
chise-record seven rookies on
Sunday against Cleveland.

Philly Brown started alongside
Kelvin Benjamin, giving the Pan-
thers more speed at wide receiver.
Guards Andrew Norwell and Trai
Turner have helped shore up the
offensive line.

Defensively, the Panthers start
two rookies in the secondary in
cornerback Bene Benwikere and
Tre Boston. Rookie outside line-
backer Adarius Glanton got his
first start Sunday in place of the
injured A.J. Klein.

“You get seven rookies on the
field playing meaningful minutes
at meaningful times in the game,
that’s a big number,” Rivera said.
“I thought they’ve all handled it
well.”

Offensive coordinator Mike

Shula said Rivera placed an em-
phasis on winning in his first sea-
son in 2011

Rivera inherited a team that
went 2-14 in the year before and
the Panthers got off to a rocky 3-8
start.

Instead of writing off the sea-
son, Rivera talked about building
a foundation for the future.

The Panthers, with nothing to
play for, went 3-2 in December
that season.

That momentum seems to have
carried over.

The Panthers have won 10 of
their past 11 December games,
including a 17-13 victory at home
against Cleveland on Sunday.

“We talked about getting used
to winning in December,” Shula
said. “Because that is what you
are going to have to do to get in
the postseason.”

Panthers linebacker Luke
Kuechly said the players never
stopped believing they could win
the division.

“We just had to tweak a couple
things and by the time December
rolled around, we were a team
that was ready to roll,” Kuechly
said. “We got hot at the right
time. We 've just got to keep roll-
ing now.”
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